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 (We're going to begin by asking you what your earliest 

memories are growing up in Baku, Azerbaijan.)  In general, 

my childhood was the happiest period of my life.  What do I 

remember?  I was born in Baku, in July of 1954.  My father 

grew up in the Ukraine, and his parents and his older 

sister and her husband all lived there, in a village near 

Chmilnitsky.  My cousin even lives in Chmilnitsky.  His 

older brother, my uncle, still lived in the village where 

they grew up.  And every year of my childhood, in the 

summers, they would take us there.  From photographs you 
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can see that this was a beautiful time.  We would stay 

there practically the whole summer, and then we would 

return to Baku.   

 

 My parents worked, and my grandmother (maternal) was 

always working too.  She worked until practically the last 

year of her life.  My Grandmother Ksenia.  I remember her 

very well.  She was the most wonderful person.  She gave a 

lot of her time to us children.  And my great-grandmother 

Pyatovo, she lived separate from us, but every day she 

would come see us.  She didn't live that far from us, but 

it was across a railroad.  She lived to be ninety years 

old.  She was a very lively person and every day would come 

to us and look after us. 

 

 (The family, from both your mother's and father's 

sides, came from the Ukraine...)  No, my mother and her 

mother were born in Baku.  Only relatives from my dad's 

side came from the Ukraine.  (You may have seen two 

different cultures - the Ukrainian, more European culture, 

and then...)  I think no.  You can say that these two 

cultures were practically the same.  The language, maybe... 

But I never knew Ukrainian.  My father knew Ukrainian, but 
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at home we never spoke Ukrainian.  I never did.  I would 

hear it when we travelled to his relatives, and they would 

converse in Ukrainian, but I didn't take it in.  In terms 

of culture, I would not say they were very different.  As 

we grew up we were in a more Russian environment, and 

that's practically the same.  I wouldn't say there was a 

big difference. 

 

 (Your father was in the military.  Was that why he was 

in Baku?)  Yes.  He went there to do his mandatory military 

service.  Now in the USSR men have to serve two years, but 

during that time, after the war, he had to serve for seven 

years.  There he met my mother.  They got married, and he 

stayed.  They lived in my Grandmother Ksenia's home.  It 

was a small apartment, you could call it a "one-bedroom."  

Maybe not even that.  Just one room for living, dining, and 

then a room with the kitchen.  Maybe an eighteen-meter 

room, and then maybe something about ten meters in size. 

 

 (By the time your father had been born, there was no 

longer any religion allowed in the Soviet Union.  Did you 

see any traces left of the religion of your grandparents in 

the household?)  There was never any religious observation 
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in our household.  Only my great-grandmother was religious.  

She went to church.  But that didn't affect us children.  

That was somehow her own personal matter.  She went to 

church, but she never forced us to go or anything like 

that.  Maybe because the government had that kind of 

agenda - in school there wasn't anything.  There was never 

really any religion in our family.  Only, well, on holidays 

she would celebrate somehow - bake a kulich for Easter, 

bring some to us.  Of course we would enjoy it, but it 

didn't seem like a religious celebration.  As far as 

anything seriously religious or profound - it never came to 

that.   

 

 As far as I can remember from my parents and my grand-

mother Ksenia - they were always working.  From morning 

until six or seven at night they worked.  By the way, my 

father didn't work regular hours.  Sometimes he would have 

to work the night shift, sometimes the day shift.  My 

mother always worked too.  Sometimes she would even have to 

lock us in the house and leave, because there just wasn't 

anybody to look after us. 
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 (How young were you when they did this?)  It was maybe 

before school.  (Was that risky?  Was there some danger in 

that?)  They did that because where we lived there was an 

open courtyard, something like this, but not just single -

story homes.  And we had very kind neighbors.  People were 

like family.  If someone needed help... of course everyone 

had their own problems, but if something serious were to 

happen, they knew that we were locked in alone, but they 

knew that we were home. 

 

 (Were there still some churches working, operating, 

when you were growing up?)  Yes.  In our city that church 

was always working.  But I've never been in it. 

 

 (Is there anything about your school experiences that 

you'd like to share with us - what it was like growing up 

in Baku that might be different from what your children 

will experience going to school here?)  Well, basically 

there are differences between how we went to school and how 

my children, for the past two months they've been in summer 

school, go to school.  What can I say?  From what I've seen 

of [your] system, where my daughter Raya is studying, I was 

very happy with it.  There were a lot of educational 
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materials to look at, a lot of resources for teaching the 

children.  I think that's all very good and helps a lot.  

And I think it will be very good for them.   

 

 I'm satisfied and happy that my children are happy.  

For them this summer has been wonderful.  They enjoyed 

themselves at camp.  They took part in all the programs 

offered.  There was a pool.  They're happy and content.  

They're constantly enraptured by everything they see.  I 

feel good when I look at them.  I think that the decision 

to come here was justified.   

 

 (Did you feel that when you were growing up your 

family encouraged you to go into any particular kind of 

education?  Did you have your own dream of what you wanted 

to do, or were you content with the way things were, and 

eventually decided what you wanted to do?)  Well, you could 

say that I've worked my whole life in merchandising, and 

that's just the way it turned out.  My thoughts were 

directed towards doing something with children - as a 

teacher or something like that.  But as it happened I went 

to work in a store as a clerk.  Then I made the decision to 
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continue that.  Then I went to the Institute of Trade 

Economy. 

 

 (What kind of a city is Baku?  Is it like Chicago?  Is 

there a lot of heavy industry?  Parks?)  Baku is the 

capital of the republic of Azerbaijan.  In the same way 

that you have fifty states in America, in the Soviet Union 

there are fifteen republics.  Azerbaijan is one of three 

Caucasian republics - Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia.  

Baku is a very industrial city.  It's also very large.  

Right now there are around two million people in the city 

itself.  The oil industry is very important there.  During 

the war Hitler tried to take over the city because he 

needed it for oil.  (Was the city damaged during the war?)  

No.  He didn't get there.  It would have been awful.  The 

city just wouldn't have existed anymore. 

 

 (While you were growing up, do you remember hearing 

any political conversations or hearing about your parents' 

worries?)  I don't think so.  Insofar as that period was 

rather friendly, there wasn't much differentiation between 

nationalities.  When I was a child, for instance when I 

graduated from high school, I didn't have any comprehension 
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of what an Armenian was, or an Azerbaijani or a Georgian.  

That was my personal experience.  I couldn't even 

distinguish people.  Now, with age, I can more or less look 

at a person and distinguish their nationality.  There just 

weren't conversations about it - that you're an Armenian, 

you're a Jew.  Maybe I was just lucky in school.  There was 

just a wonderfully friendly atmosphere.  Our neighbors were 

those kinds of people.  I didn't experience any 

nationalistic pressures.  Maybe that's why when I met my 

husband there wasn't any of that sense that he was a Jew 

and I'm not.   

 

 (Were the families both comfortable with the two of 

you marrying?)  Of course there were differences.  His 

parents - well, I never met his father.  But his mother.... 

But we always lived with my mother.  He came to live with 

us since there weren't the right conditions for us to move 

in with her.  We had a good situation then because, you 

might say, my mother took the care to make sure we had a 

home better than we had.  I grew up in one place, the old 

one I've already described.  Sometime after I finished high 

school we moved into a new apartment.  This was a 

cooperative apartment.  My parents bought it.  I remember 
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how this happened.  I was a child when this question came 

up...  There was more room - three rooms. 

 

 (Had there ever been any talk about conversion for 

either of you to the other religion?)  No, we never dis-

cussed that.  Everything remained the way it was. 

 

 (Do you remember hearing any stories when you were 

growing up about Stalin, repression, or anxiety about what 

was said in the household?)  When I was growing up, the 

only thing I heard about Stalin was what we had in school 

when we studied that historical period.  We knew about the 

existence of such a leader.  But in general, I felt that 

everything wasn't being said.  The information wasn't 

complete.  Of course when perestroika and glasnost started 

everyone began to talk more and we began to find out more.  

But during that period, that didn't really concern us, be-

cause among my relatives no one fell into the path of the 

Stalin period.  No one among my relatives closest friends 

was affected.  So I can't give any examples of how it might 

have been. 
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 (Were you surprised at what came out during the glas-

nost information period?)  Of course.  Every day there was 

something new to surprise us - how, why, a whole mass of 

questions that there might not be answers for even to this 

day.  (What were some of the big surprises for you?)  In 

relation to glasnost it was always said that there was 

friendship among peoples.  Maybe it really was that way.  

But, for example, when all this stuff started happening two 

years ago, the conflict among people, then everything got 

confused.  I didn't understand how this could happen.  The 

conflict between the Armenians and Azerbaijanis.  Because 

we ended up being in the center of all that.  I'm not 

especially interested in politics, so I can't really give 

accurate evaluations of events.  So it's hard to say. 

 

 (You said a little bit earlier that you would have 

liked to have worked with children.  What happened? Why 

didn't you have that opportunity?)  First of all, after 

high school... I don't really remember now how it all 

happened.  I was offered a job in that store and I liked 

the work.  I started to work there, and somehow I got 

distracted from my other ideas.  I remember why I had that 

desire [to work with children] - because in our building 
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there were a lot of small children.  I would take care of 

them.  And I had a lot of nieces and would take care of 

them.   

 

 Then there were some related events.  The institute 

that prepares people for teaching wanted to take more of 

the indigenous population, so maybe I decided not to apply 

there.  (Why were you not one of the local population?)  

Because it's the republic of Azerbaijan, Azerbaijanis are 

considered indigenous.  (So what does the fifth line of 

your passport say?)  Ukrainian.  (But I thought you were 

born in Baku?)  From my father.  In the USSR you take your 

nationality from your father.  (Your mother?)  She's 

Russian. 

 

 (Was there any emphasis on joining the Komsomol?  Did 

you join any of the Communist organizations for youth?)  

Like all Soviet children, we were Oktjabrjaty, Pioneers and 

Komsomol members.  That all happened automatically.  (But 

after you fulfilled the obligations, you didn't wish to 

join the Party itself?  Or could you have joined if you had 

wanted?)  In principle it was possible to join - that could 

also come automatically. 
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 (Aside from glasnost and perestroika, are there any 

political events you can recall that made some impression 

on you?  We could start with Chernobyl, for example.  When 

did you hear about it and what was your reaction?)  That 

happened in April, the 26th.  That's right, because the May 

Day demonstrations took place and no one knew about it.  We 

found out about it sometime in May - maybe after two or 

three weeks.  I even met someone here in the United States, 

an American, who was at that moment near Chernobyl.  They 

found out about it from Japanese radio.  From our local TV 

and radio stations, nothing was broadcast about it.  When 

it became impossible to hide it anymore, it was put in the 

papers.  A lot started to be written about it in the 

papers, and it was very surprising when a lot of 

information started to come in.   

 

 We found out that a lot of children were being removed 

from the area and being brought to our city.  People took 

these children in.  I even thought I'd take someone in if 

we'd had the right conditions for them at home.  Children 

were brought to Baku because it's a very good place for 

relaxation, the sea, etc.  But at that moment the 
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government took care of the situation - got the children 

out.  It was summer, so they organized everything so that 

they would be all right. 

 

 (Did you have any family left in the Ukraine that you 

might have been worried about during that crisis?)  Yes, 

they lived in Chmilnitsky.  At that time, the place they 

lived wasn't considered part of the territory threatened by 

the disaster.  But now, this many years later, it's been 

discovered that they're also in the zone of the Chernobyl 

accident.  But during that time they didn't consider them-

selves in the zone of the accident.  Maybe a year or two 

before our interview in Moscow I received a letter from my 

cousin [f.] who lives in Chmilnitsky.  She told me that 

during the time when this was all happening, they didn't 

consider themselves part of the Chernobyl zone, and they 

would buy food-stuffs as they were told - from the land 

that wasn't burned.  So for two or three more years, until 

everything was found out, they ate food grown on this land.  

(Does she have children?)  Yes.  They're grown.  She 

already has grandchildren.  Everyone is worried about the 

children, but no one can do anything.  At this point I 
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don't think they could go anywhere because no one needs 

people from the land around Chernobyl. 

 

 (If they wanted to leave the country, would they be 

able to?)  I think no.  (On what grounds would they be 

refused?  Why would they be refused to leave?)  Of course I 

can't say for sure, but... you mean to leave the territory 

of the Soviet Union?  I think the Chernobyl mess would have 

something to do with it.  I think so.  (That they were 

contaminated or something?)  Yes.  I think so.  (In order 

to hide things, maybe?)  No, not that.  Everyone has known 

everything for a long time.  I can't say exactly why. It's 

my intuitive feeling.  (They want to keep people in that 

area, working the land, etc.  They don't want it to become 

a complete wasteland.)  Yes, I think so.  They're even more 

worried now because they've built another nuclear power 

station near Chmilnitsky.  Literally in just the past few 

years.  When they wrote me this letter they said that 

they're worried about that, too.  No one trusts anyone or 

anything.  Nothing is guaranteed. 

 

 (Let's go back to how you and Sasha met.  Where did 

you meet?)  We met in the store where I worked.  Then we 
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went to a party together.  I was the sales clerk and he was 

the customer.  We introduced ourselves.  He was with a 

friend, and we talked a bit.  We met in 1977, by the way, 

the year his father died.  And we got married only in 1981.  

In his family, his father died, then his sister died.  So 

we had to put thoughts of marriage aside for awhile.  They 

did the ritual trour, which they adhere to strongly.  

(Whose ritual is it?)  In general, I think every 

nationality has that kind of ritual, but it depends on the 

person.  Some uphold it more strongly than others.  In this 

case it was a year and that's it.  There aren't supposed to 

be any solemn, joyous celebrations.  (But it's a more rigid 

observance than we do here.)  Really?  Maybe it's 

especially strong among mountain Jews. 

 

 (You mentioned that at a bris, a circumcision, that 

they could remove this mourning officially?  This was in 

Sasha's interview.)  In general, or in the case of my son?  

(In general...)  In some special situations, when it's not 

possible to wait - maybe if the groom has to leave to go to 

work somewhere or something, then they use this ritual.  

(So there was some opposition to your marriage from Sasha's 

mother?)  In general, of course I think Sasha's mother 
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wanted him to marry a Jewish woman.  I don't know exactly 

how they resolved this among themselves, but we got 

married.  Now we're married and have two children. 

 

 (So were relations strained between you and Sasha's 

mother?)  You could say that because we didn't live togeth-

er, of course there was some lack of understanding, for 

instance sometimes she couldn't explain something, she just 

knew that it had to be this way, and that's it.  But why, 

how?  Maybe I could have had some more explanation for why 

things were they way they were.  But I tried to adapt to 

things the way they were.  But I tried to take in 

everything the way it was.  I knew that my husband was a 

mountain Jew, that there existed certain rituals, a certain 

structure.   

 

 (Was your son circumcised?)  When Paul was two months 

old we had him circumcised.  It was in our house, on the 

table, like this.  Usually a rabbi does the circumcision.  

But I couldn't allow this, because I was worried that the 

rabbi's tools wouldn't be sterile.  He does it with some 

special knife.  Maybe he does this often, and they trust 

him, but I couldn't, so I had a doctor do the circumcision.  
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(So when the doctor performed it was the rabbi also pres-

ent?)  No.  At that moment, no.  Maybe there's a rule about 

it.  It's illegal to perform circumcisions at home.  So I 

ask the doctor to do it, and he comes and does the 

circumcision, and I pay him illegally.  When Sasha's mother 

came, I think she said some prayers, I'm not sure exactly 

what it was.   

 

 (So there was an attempt to make it a religious 

circumcision.  Sasha was the only one we interviewed who, 

out of the young men, had a bar mitzvah.  And this would be 

the only child we know of that was born in the USSR to a 

Jewish parent that had a circumcision.)  Mountain Jews are 

perhaps more stringent in their observance of the rituals.  

(There was also less persecution, it seems, in Baku against 

the Jews.)  Being Jewish is just a fact of nationality.  

They were always there.  (Perhaps they had more of an 

identity as Jews?)  [no answer] 

 

 (With the customs that were unfamiliar to you, and you 

knew this was part of Sasha's identity, did he seem a 

little bit foreign to you, a little bit different from the 

Russian young men that you knew?)  Of course there are 
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differences.  How to put it?  In our family there were 

never strictly observed rituals and that sort of thing.  So 

there were things I didn't understand, but I tried to 

accept it the way it came.  I had to take in this way.  In 

general, we found a level of understanding. 

 

 (Was there something a little bit foreign about him to 

you?)  No.  His parents may have seemed a little more like 

that, but because he was raised just like all other Soviet 

children... maybe there were things he didn't understand 

about the way his parents did things, but he accepted the 

obligations as they came from his parents. 

 

 (When you got married, did you talk about how you were 

going to raise the children?)  When we got married of 

course we didn't have any idea that we were going to leave.  

There weren't even any discussions about it.  Of course the 

decision to come here wasn't made in one day.  Everything 

came gradually into our consciousness, especially in recent 

times, with the changes in our country.  Our consciousness 

changed, and step by step we came to the decision that we 

had to leave.  Lately, I hadn't even been sure that my 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 YELENA CHERNOLUTSKAYA DANILOV 
 

 

 
 

J C C /W A  

 20 

children would have a future.  I didn't see a future for my 

children.   

 

 (Did you know that you would raise your children Jew-

ishly before you got married even, or was that a decision 

that came after the children were born?)  I think it is 

after.  Because I didn't really think one way or the 

other - that my children would be raised Russian or Jewish.  

I didn't think about it in those terms.  I thought we would 

combine everything together. 

 

 (How old are they when they get the internal 

passport?)  Sixteen.  (What would theirs have said?)  They 

would be Mountain Jews.  (Some say you can pick your 

mother's or your father's--?) In principle there is such a 

regulation.  They can take either.  But since it's the 

family, they're Jews.  It doesn't matter anyway.  People 

will know that their father is Jewish.  Basically, the 

father is Jewish, so they're Jewish.   

 

 (Whose idea was it to move?)  Of course Sasha was the 

first to say something about it.  When he told me about it, 

it wasn't something out of the blue; the idea had already 
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ripened in me, too.  He asked me how I felt about it, and I 

said, "We're a family.  The most important thing to me is 

my family - my husband and children.  So naturally we'll be 

together."  We started the process. 

 

 (We know you had to get the invitation from Israel to 

be able to leave.  How did you do that?)  Relatives on 

Sasha's side helped us.  In order to be sure that we'd 

receive it, he turned to his relatives, and they helped in 

this matter.  He has relatives there on his mother's side.  

(What year was it when you began the process of getting the 

invitation and trying to emigrate?)  That was in 1989.  (So 

it moved very quickly at that point?)  You could say that 

in connection with perestroika, that within the government 

there were certain changes, it was a factor.  The American 

Embassy changed some of its rules.  When we were compiling 

our documents, we could leave even if we had no relatives 

abroad.  But right now, only people who have relatives can 

leave. 

 

 (When did you decide to go to the United States?)  You 

could say that we decided for America right away.  We 

decided we'd go to America.  But if they refuse us for some 
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unknown reasons, we'll go to Israel.  Therefore we compiled 

the documents for both simultaneously. 

 

 (Can you describe for us the steps that you went 

through in leaving the country, where you stayed and the 

organizations that helped you?)  First of all, Sasha found 

out from some close friends that the American Embassy was 

accepting documents.  So he went to Moscow.  It was April 

of 1989.  He gave them the corresponding documents.  And 

during his interview he was told that sometime in about a 

year he would be invited for an interview.  Then he 

returned home and we continued our way of life.  It turned 

out that in January 1990 we were invited for an interview.  

At that point Sasha didn't even have a full-time job.  I 

was home with Paul.  He was just a small baby.  We tried to 

live somehow.   

 

 (Why did he not have full-time work?)  The 

organization where he worked closed.  And then things 

became a question of nationality.  Because of everything 

happening in the republic it was practically impossible to 

find some kind of prestigious work.  So he got by somehow.  

Because he's Jewish.  They needed the original people to 
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stay on top.  So we arrived in Moscow for our interview, 

with our children.  We had the interview and received our 

status.  It was during that period when everything was 

happening in our republic, pogroms, etc.   

 

 (You arrived in March 1991.  So your interview was in 

January 1990.  So that's still a long time.)  In January, 

we were told that in around five or six months we would 

receive additional documents, and would find out who would 

be our sponsors.  That went on until October, when we went 

to Moscow and got the information.  Our first date of 

departure was set for December 10, 1990.  But we couldn't 

leave the country because America permitted us to enter, 

but we didn't have permission to exit the country.  But we 

had simultaneously prepared the documents for emigration to 

Israel.  With permission to exit to Israel in our hands, we 

had permission to buy tickets out of Moscow.  In September 

we didn't have the completed forms to leave for Israel.  So 

we wrote a letter saying we needed it, and we received a 

letter back saying that our departure date was being moved 

back to March or April - until we had this exit visa in our 

hands.   
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 Of course there were many subtleties.  In order to go 

to Moscow in order to compile our documents, we had to 

check out of our apartment.  We always had to be registered 

in our Baku apartment.  Our passports contained a stamp 

that stated that we lived here.  In order to go Moscow to 

compile our documents - during January - we had to leave 

this apartment.  So at that point we didn't have work.  We 

were no longer registered in our apartment.  If something 

had happened politically, or I don't know what, we didn't 

know how we'd end up.  (Where did you stay in Moscow?)  We 

stayed in a hotel. 

 

 (So when did you actually leave Moscow?)  March 4, 

1991.  (So you came directly here?)  Yes.  We couldn't get 

tickets for rubles in Moscow.  But at that time there was 

some kind of joint decree  - it was call SPAID-MOSKVA.  

American-Soviet organization.  So we got the tickets for 

dollars on a loan that we have to pay back in three years.  

(I'm aware of HIAS and the Joint Distribution Committee...)  

It was practically impossible to get tickets.  We could 

have.  But we would have had to queue up for a year-and-a-

half, come to the ticket office every day and be checked 

off, and in a day maybe only twenty tickets are sold.  We 
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could have bought tickets on the black market, but for some 

colossal sum, plus the kind of money that we just didn't 

have. 

 

 (Did you fly to New York or Chicago?)  Our flight went 

from Moscow to Frankfurt, where we changed planes, and then 

to New York.  But that trip was also interesting, because 

our plane lost cabin pressure and we landed in Canada.  

When we landed in New York and a HIAS representative met 

us, and looked at our documents, he discovered that we 

didn't have our medical forms.  So we had to stay in New 

York for a week and go through medical tests again.  Then 

we flew into Chicago.  We stayed in a hotel in Chicago 

about a week. 

 

 (So it was HIAS that watched over you when you got to 

the United States?)  Pretty much when we stepped onto 

American soil it was a HIAS representative who took care of 

things. 

 

 (Who met you in Chicago?)  Nikolay Chipovetsky, a HIAS 

representative.  (And he took you to a motel?)  Yes.  (Do 

you remember which one?)  Somewhere near the airport, I 
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don't remember exactly.  I remember in Chicago it was the 

Star Motel.  (Who met you in Chicago?)  The representative 

of HIAS.  (And then how did you find out you'd be in Park 

Forest?)  It was not our decision to go to Chicago.  But 

Park Forest is our decision.  Our host family was in Floss-

moor, Alan and Renee Kaminsky.  We stayed a 

month-and-a-half at their house.  We tried to find an 

apartment.  Therefore we are in Park Forest.  They were 

very helpful, very friendly.  We stayed there while we 

cleaned our apartment.  It took some time to move here, and 

we did this by ourselves.  (Did they help you get the 

furnishings?)  Everything that we have in America, they 

brought all that was necessary for us.  We came here with 

two bags per person.  It was limited, what to bring.   

 

 (I have a few questions left.  Were there any 

surprises when you got here?  What was unexpected?)  Most 

of the stories we'd heard were from people who live on the 

North Side.  We ended up here - were taken in, helped, 

shown friendship.  We were given everything we needed.   

First of all, the  friendly treatment from everyone.  We 

were so surprised at how the volunteers took care of 

literally everything - transportation, furniture.   
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 (Did they help you find jobs?)  They helped me find 

work, too.  Now I'm working at Kline's part-time.  It's a 

department store.  (Is it similar to the work you had be-

fore?)  Yes.  But it's very beautiful and more merchandise!  

(And what kind of work is Sasha doing now?)  He doesn't 

have a regular job now.  He has a job in our townhouse to 

reduce our rent.  He paints, and fixes things.  (What does 

he hope to do?)  He has some ideas, in computers, computer 

drawing.  But he needs to learn English a little bit more.  

(Does he think he'd have to get some courses or go back to 

school?)  Yes, probably he will go back to college for his 

English.  

 

 (What were your disappointments when you came here?)  

I wouldn't say that I have any disappointments.  I think 

that depends on the person.  Each according to his 

personality... We knew a lot, had read a lot, had watched 

television programs about American life.  We asked a lot of 

questions of people.  We were prepared for a lot. 
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 (Was Sasha sick?)  He had problems with his kidneys, 

but now he's all right.  He had a biopsy, and the doctor 

said that it's not serious, so he'll live with this. 

 

 (What do you miss from your place of birth?)  Well, 

questions.  I don't have too many relatives, just my mother 

and sister.  Everyone's independent and has their own life.  

We made this decision and they agreed that we should do it.  

(Do you think they'd ever want to come here?)  I think not.  

It would be very hard for them.  Maybe after some time. 

 

 (Do you have a personal philosophy that you'd be will-

ing to share with us?)  My philosophy?  Basically it's 

relations between people, kindness, and kind and good rela-

tions.  And understanding. 

 

 (What do you hope for your children now that you're 

here?)  I hope that they will have a better life than we 

have.  Probably they will be more independent. I want them 

to be able to develop their personalities. 
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 (Do you have any thoughts about what you'd like each 

of them to do as they get older?)  Not exactly now because 

my daughter wants to be a circus acrobat right now! 

 

 (What do you think kept your family strong and togeth-

er?)  I think most of all our relationships, a desire to 

have a family and raise children. 

 

 (Can you describe your wedding a little bit?)  Usually 

in such situations there's a separate party for the men, 

and a separate one for the women.  But because I didn't 

have a lot of relatives, we decided to have the party 

together.  It was a typical Soviet wedding ceremony and 

party.  We registered the marriage at ZAGS - I think I have 

a photograph here, by the way.   

 

 (Did you have music, etc?)  Yes.  (So you brought to-

gether the Jewish and non-Jewish families in this wedding?)  

Yes.  All was mixed.  (Was your own family once Russian 

Orthodox?  Your grandparents?)  When we got married nobody 

except my mother and sister were left.  (But once upon a 

time....)  I can't say because I don't know.  In the Soviet 

Union I never heard that there were such things as 
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Orthodox, Catholic, etc.  We knew that there was a church, 

and that was religious - that's it.  From my education we 

studied the different religions - I know that there's the 

Catholic, Christian, and some others.  [Looking at pictures 

of wedding] That's his brother and sister-in-law.  (You can 

see the strong emotions that come out at weddings...) 

 

 (My next question is, is there something I should have 

asked and didn't ask, or something else that you'd like to 

talk about yourself that we didn't talk about?)  I think 

we've basically had a good conversation.  (You've been won-

derful, thank you so much...)  Thank you. 
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