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 Anna was born in 1954 in Bobruisk, Byelorussia. Her husband, Vladimir, was born in 
Minsk in 1950. They married in 1975 and have two sons; Roman (1976) and Eugene (1982) As a 
child her family moved to Kirov where there were few Jews. He father was in the military, but 
was subsequently fired because Khrushchev wanted to get rid of Jewish officers. Anna describes 
her early childhood. Her mother was an endocrinologist and was not religious. His maternal 
grandmother celebrated some Jewish holidays. She has a brother who now lives in Minsk as 
manager of a cooperative farm. Anna describes everyone having to spend one week on a 
collective farm during the harvest. Her father once had an antisemitic incident at work; he 
found a drawing of a swastika in his desk. 
 Anna moved to Leningrad at 17 and lived with an aunt for 5 years while she went to 
school. She almost married a non-Jew, but then married her current husband Vladimir whom 
she met in Minsk. Her first son was born in Minsk and she had one-year maternity leave. Anna 
was always sensitive about being Jewish and she is happy that her sons in American won’t have 
that fear.  
 Anna and her husband decided to emigrate because they felt things were getting worse 
for Jews in the Soviet Union. At first, she kept her plans secret, because one usually lost her job 
once it was known that she planned to emigrate. But finally, she did quit her job. At first her 
mother and brother did not want to leave, but currently they feel differently. Anna said she 
hears a lot about American from the journalist Vladimir Posner who had lived in the US. Anna 
and Vladimir chose to come to the US instead of Israel because they didn’t want their 2 sons 
faced with having to serve in a war. The Gekhters now go to synagogue on the holidays but are 
not currently affiliated. 
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