
ISAAC GINSBURG was born on March 2, 1936 in Kiev in the former Soviet Union.  His parents were both 
highly educated, his father Dr. Naum Ginsberg being a cardiologist and his mother Dr. Paula Shmilkina 
Ginsberg a Pediatrician.   

Isaac grew up in a single apartment with his parents and maternal grandparents in Kiev until they moved 
for his father’s job to a small village called  Stary Oskol near the city of Voronezh.  They moved back to 
Kiev so the father could get a PhD.  His maternal  grandparents spoke Yiddish and observed the Jewish 
holidays, but Isaac and his parents did not. 

During the war years he was separated from his father who went into the service.  Isaac recalled an 
emotional reunion with his father on leave in Boguruslan in the Ural Mountains.  After the war (1945) 
they moved back to Kiev where Isaac was in fourth grade and then moved again to Weimar, Germany 
where the father was stationed in the army.  Isaac went to fifth grade in the Russian school for army 
children in Germany. The family moved back to Kiev in 1947 and there Isaac went to high school. 

Isaac first realized he was Jewish when anti-Semitism hit him in high school.  He wanted to become a 
physician like his parents, but Jews were not allowed into Medical School (this was especially true in 
Ukraine), so he chose to go to a polytechnical school and become an engineer instead.  He went to 
Dnipropetrovsk, where his father worked at that time, and then moved to Kharkov to follow his father.  

Isaac related the terrible time he had in the army as a Jew.  He only had a month of compulsory service, 
but it was the worst time of his life and he compared it to being in a bad jail.   

Isaac met his wife Lyuba Khoroshk  in 1954 when they were both attending the Kharkov Polytechnical 
Institute.  They were married in 1957. 

The antisemitism affected both of their professional careers.   After they graduated they could not 
pursue a PhD because they were Jewish.  After a few years working in a vibration lab in coal mining, 
Isaac and a number of other Jewish friends decided to privately study to get a PhD.  Eventually, Isaac 
found an institute that would properly evaluate his work and he received his PhD in mechanical 
engineering with a dissertation on “shell structures” which has both military and commercial 
application. 

Despite having earned a PhD, Isaac could not get a promotion or additional salary increase due to being 
Jewish.  In 1976, he and several other Jewish scientists were fired from their jobs simply due to the anti-
Semitism of the government policy.   Isaac was able to get a job in a civil engineering institute that hired 
Jewish scientists 

Isaac and Lyuba had a son Mark, born in 1980.  

It became clear that it was safe to apply to emigrate in 1988 as some of their refusnik friends were given 
permits to leave.  Isaac applied on April 1, 1989 and quickly was given a permit by May and left on 
August 9, 1989. They travelled to Vienna, then Rome, then on Sept. 28 they arrived in the US.  Isaac now 
lives in Chicago.  He does part time tutoring in mathematics in Truman College and hopes as his English 
gets better he can get a full-time job.  He has a grandson that is growing up as an American and learning 
Jewish customs and history and Isaac is grateful that his grandson will have all the opportunities in the 
US that Isaac did not have in the Soviet Union. 
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