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 A.P. was born near Minsk. She is married to G.P. since 1973 and they have 2 children. 
She remembers a happy childhood. Her mother was a famous obstetrician for women with 
heart diseases and her father is an engineer. His mother was from Gomel and that side of the 
family had a very high level of education. 
 A.P. discusses her family’s life during WWII. Fathers family were slain in the Minsk 
ghetto; her maternal grandfather was in a concentration camp for 10 years. After the war A.P.s 
father helped organize the Minsk Jews to donate a monument for the Minsk Jews killed during 
the war. Her father was in jail from 1949 to 1953 but she doesn’t know why. She talks about the 
Doctors plot against Jewish doctors and the fact that her mother couldn’t find work during that 
time. She emphasized that her family was large and well educated and there were many books 
in her home. 
 A.P.s father died at 56. She describes the educational system and explains why in Russia 
during this time Jews were not able to become doctors or lawyers because when they went to 
take the oral exams, they were seen to be Jewish and not admitted. A.P. didn’t really like being 
an engineer. After her mother died she was made to give up their large apartment that she had 
lived in all her life. She describes orphanages for Jewish babies that her aunt ran. 
 After she and her husband applied to emigrate they lied for 10 years in Russia during a 
very difficult time. They lost their jobs and had to take lower paying jobs. Friends sponsored 
them to go to America. They went to Chicago because there were many job opportunities for 
her husband’s skills. 
 She felt at first that she had lost everything- jobs, family, friends. However, she has met 
many nice people and mentions Martha and Bruce Hoffsteder, a dentist in Highland Park; 
English teacher Sheryl Coffman, Maria Adelman, and Elaine Cantor, a member of Hadassah. 
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