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 Sergey was born in 1965 in Moscow. He graduated from the Moscow Institute of Oil and 
Gas Engineering in 1987 and married his wife in Chicago in 1990. He discusses his family and his 
early remembrances. They lived in a communal apartment with several families. You couldn’t 
just move to another apartment; you had to swap with someone. He was aware of antisemitism 
even though he was too young to understand it. He was ignorant of Jewish traditions but knew 
he had to hide his heritage. His father initially believed in the Soviet Union but then changed 
over time. 
 Sergey remembers being taught karate so that he could fight back successfully against 
school bullies. He was often a scapegoat because he was not athletic. He was very interested in 
chemistry and was the winner of the Olympiad in chemistry in high school. He was not able to 
enter Moscow State. His was interviewed by a member of the Pamjat and he gave him a bad 
mark. He did not want to go into the army. He describes how the army functions- who had to 
serve etc. They did not want Jews to become officers in the army. 
 His family applied to emigrate in 1979. His parents became very active in the refusing 
movement. One of their mentors was Tsilia Moisevna Schwartzburg who was big in the 
refusenik movement and now lives in Israel. Also, he mentions Judith rather now in Israel and 
Nella Kleiner in the US. Sergey and his family began to learn about Judaism and discuss the 
bible. He and his brother and father got circumcised illegally. He remembers many people 
visiting the refusing group in Moscow. Peter Arnett, then Moscow Bureau chief of CNN, came 
to a symposium where his father gave a talk. Senator Ted Kennedy also called. They were very 
appreciative of the foreign material support they got while waiting for their approval to leave 
Russia. 
 Sergey discusses life as refuseniks and some of the things that made it difficult to 
receive the permission to leave. They knew their phones were tapped. At first Sergey applied to 
leave without his family, but then they were able to leave together. They spent 4 months in 
Europe before coming to the US which helped as a transition. He talks about the good and bad 
aspects of emigrating. He met his wife Marina a few months before he left Moscow. She came 
the next year and they were married in the US. He misses friends and family he left behind and 
some of the countryside, but not the rest of the country. 
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