
ABRAM GOLDBERG 
December 28, 1992 

 
 

Kitia Altman: This is the Jewish Holocaust and Research Center oral testimonial project. My 

name is Kitia Altman. I am interviewing on this day of 28 December 1992 Abram Goldberg who 

is a Holocaust survivor and a member of the Holocaust Center.  Abby we work together side by 

side. We know each other’s stories but today we would like you to tell us for the sake of a record 

something about your childhood, about your family, about your background. When were you 

born? Where were you born, the size of your family and so on. 

 

Abram Goldberg: I was born the fifth of October 1924. I was the youngest child of a family of 

six. I – 

 

Q: Where were you born? 

 

A: In Łódź, Łódź Poland, yes. And I was the youngest child. My mother and my father. My 

mother’s background was from a religious family. My father’s background was also from a 

religious background. My father, my grandfather was a teacher of religion and I was told by my 

grandfather early as when I was three years old. And he was very impressed with me at the time 

because I was his son’s youngest child. And as my father was, belonged to a socialist 

organization from an early age, a bund, and seeing his grandchild and my father allow me to go 

to the cheder. So this, the thing was the greatest thing in his life. Yes, the greatest thing in his 

life.  

 

Q: How many brothers and sisters you had? 

 

A: As I said, we were four children, three sisters and I was the only boy. Yes, and the youngest. 

 

Q: Three sisters and the youngest boy. And what was your father’s trade or profession? 

 

A: My father was from a profession, he was like most Jews of Łódź was in textile. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



Interview with Abram Goldberg  2 
December 28, 1992 
 
Q: Textiles? 

 

A: And he was working in textiles all his years. My mother was like most Jewish women only a 

housewife, looking after the children. I started school at the age of seven, like every child. 

 

Q: Secular school or Jewish? 

 

A: Secular, no, no. Secular in school. My two sisters, my, not my oldest but the middle and the 

youngest sister went to Yiddish day schools.  

 

Q: For girls? 

 

A: No it was mixed. It was mixed. Yiddish, because it belonged to the Cysho. Cysho was a 

Jewish organization what did look after all Jewish schools in Poland. 

 

Q: And what language did you speak at home? 

 

A: Oh well like most kids at school, at home in Poland and especially in Łódź, Yiddish. This was 

– 

 

Q: Among yourself and your sisters? 

 

A: We were, our sisters, only in Yiddish. And my friends and surrounded mostly in Yiddish.  

Where I lived and since we take building, there were only Jews. Only the caretaker was a Pole. 

And he had children. With his children even we did speak in Yiddish because I have learned how 

to speak Yiddish, because I have no choice. Because if they wanted to play with us they needed 

to speak Yiddish so they had to speak Yiddish. 

 

Q: Was that your only contact with non-Jews that you had? 
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A: Well at the early age, yes. Because when I went to school it was Jewish, poshevska [ph] 

school, how do you say, state school. 

 

Q: State school, Jewish state school. 

 

A: Jewish state school.  And this is where I went all the years til I finished the seventh grade and 

just in 1939 at the, before the outbreak of the Second World War. 

 

Q: If the war wouldn’t have broken out, do you think you would have continued with your 

schooling? 

 

A:  Well, this would have been a problem because even when a Jewish child and was very good 

at school to go on further to secondary school, the Jews were not taken in.  Even the best had to 

have a special exams.  And even when the exams, they passed it better than the Polish children, 

the Polish children were taken on and it was, discriminated against the Jewish children.  So I 

don’t know.  I didn’t have time and my parents didn’t have time. 

 

Q: And what happened to your sisters when they finished their school, The older ones.  Did they 

have the same problem? 

 

A: Also, they had the same problem, yes.  Because I went, mind, like I said the two sisters what 

went to the Yiddish school had the same problem, but they learned a trade obviously. 

 

Q: They – 

 

A: A trade, yes. You see there was no choice.  My oldest sister unfortunately the only one who 

did survive, she, well she started school and after a couple of years of schooling, she fell ill and 

she was sick for six years. Nevertheless when through some miracles and determination of my 

mother and father she was cured and she’s the only one who survived. She wasn’t the most 

physical person at the time. 
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Q: Did she survive in Poland? 

 

A: No, she did survive in Russia, because she was the oldest.  She was married just before the 

outbreak of the war and she went with her husband to Russia because her husband was originally 

born in Russia and he had two sisters in Moscow and two brothers in Warsaw.  The brother was 

Alexander Ford.  He was a fill  even before the war.  Yes, he was a lefty and he was 

discriminated again in war. 

 

Q: At the time of the outbreak of the war, were your grandparents still alive? 

 

A:  Well my grandfather died when I was six years old. 

 

Q: It means before the war broke out? 

 

A: My grandmother died in the ghetto. 

 

Q: And what about the other grandparents? 

 

A: The other grandparents died in the ghetto.  My mother’s side.  They were old people at the 

time.  Well I don’t know how much longer they would have lived.  But the condition in the 

ghetto, it was closed after that at the time. 

 

Q: From your childhood, do you remember where the donations were made to the charity by 

your parents whether they were involved in any communal work? Charitable work? 

 

A: I would have come to it.  You see, as I said my father was from an early age a socialist and he 

belonged to the bund.  The same, I was from an early age belonged to the same organization, My 

mother belonged to the bund too and they were very, very active in the organization, So they 

were active for many years.  My father was even a bundesbeiter when Poland was not yet 

independent. By the tsars.  Russia. And he was arrested many, many times.  Then and afterwards 

by the Polish government too.  You see so the background was – 
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Q: Lending itself to that. 

 

A: I was brought up in the same spirit and at any early age, I was already active in political life 

and social life. 

 

Q: So your family was not orthodox, was not Hasidic? 

 

A:  No. 

 

Q: Were they traditional Jewish as far as celebrating high holidays? 

 

A: Oh, this was always celebrated in our place.  Even my mother. My father didn’t go to shul. 

But they were always traditions some were fiercely Jewish and so I did identify on all occasion. 

So I never even contemplated to assimilate and that’s how we were brought up.  Even without 

religion, we were Jews a hundred percent. 

 

Q: Were you aware of anti-Semitism in Poland, personally and from what you have heard in 

your family because you were a young child. 

 

A: I came in contact with anti-Semitism at an early age because it was unavoidable because – 

 

Q: Could you describe an incident.    

 

A:  Oh yes, oh yes.  Many times. When I went to school we had to pass a Polish school.  So 

always there didn’t pass a day when we didn’t have to be involved in fights. 

 

Q: You and your friends? 
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A: I and my friends, yes. But my friends were mostly of the same background that I was. So we 

never did run away from Poles. We always looked, did stand up to the Polish hooligans because 

– 

 

Q: Were they calling you names or throwing stones? 

 

A: Oh, calling names, trying to, they’d throw stones but we never would run away because I was, 

from my early age, my father told me don’t ever run. Once you will run you are gone because 

they realize that you are afraid. And so from an early age they all could be against me but I never 

run.  I never run. And it happened that, and it happened when once we arrived in Poland. It’s 

summer holidays, the school holidays we went like most Jews for three months holiday. We 

packed some of our belongings on a cart and off we went. And this in twelve we were on 

holidays.  Friend of mine came running and said that a Polish kid called him you dirty Jew.  You 

Jews to Palestine. And he knew that if he came to me, well he did run away but he knew that I 

would do something about it.  So and I did. I went out and met this boy, tell him to repeat it to 

me. Once he did it, I gave him a hiding so he couldn’t, he wasn’t as strong as myself because I 

could take care of myself. So he picked up something from the ground. When I was already, my 

back was turned to him, he split my head. So after this I couldn’t control myself and gave him a 

hiding. And then the people around there, the Jewish people were on holiday were fearing that a 

pogrom will happen. But my father usually came only for the weekends because he had to work 

and so I knew that if something happen my father will organize that anything like this – 

 

Q: Was your father working among Jews or among Poles? 

 

A: Mostly amongst Jews and Poles. And Poles. 

 

Q: Did he also encounter some anti-Semitism? 

 

A: Yes, oh yes. My father was in the militia of the Bulto.  You see when trouble were, they were 

always mobilized and went to the aid of the Jews who were attacked. 
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Q: Did you hear before the war at home or among your friends, the name Hitler. 

 

A:  At the time when Hitler came to power, I was only nine years old and by then it was 

mentioned very often and like I said at an early age I was already involved and I knew then what 

fascism meant. 

 

Q: So you saw a connection between Hitler’s rise of power and expulsion of Jews from 

Germany, also what’s happened in Poland. 

 

A:  Oh yes oh yes, oh yes. We were, I was aware about it but it was not compared to   was the 

expulsion of the Jewish, of the Polish Jews from Germany, of the Polish Jews what originated 

from Poland and were living in Germany.  Yes, we have heard it because then when they were    

allowed into Poland from the neutral ground of the Poland and Germany, I was already aware. I 

was already then very involved in it because I was in Skevens, a young, Bund, child organization 

and we tried to help them in any way we could.  So we knew and I knew then already – 

 

Q: Did you make a connection that  what— 

 

A: Oh yes we knew by then, by then I was already well informed about the Nuremburg laws 

what they were. 

 

Q: Passed. 

 

A: Were passed in Germany in 1935. Yes, we talked about it in groups where we met usually 

once a week or twice a week sometime. And we discussed those matters, how the Jews, after 

Hitler came into power, how the Jews were being expelled from Germany, being expelled from 

schools, were not allowed to practice professions. It wasn’t strange to me and not to my friends. 

 

Q: Do you remember the day and the events on the day when the war broke out? And do you 

remember your first encounter with a German soldier or with Nazis? 
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A: Oh yes.  I remember it vividly you see, because it happened on the first of September 1939, 

approximately 5:00 in the morning. The first bombs fell on the railway station in Łódź.  And we 

knew by then, we’ve heard on the radio that Poland was attacked by the Germans. And so it 

wasn’t right then you see even before this were a couple of weeks before the outbreak of the war.  

They asked the Polish counsel of the city. They asked anybody who want to volunteer to dig 

trenches. So well I was among those volunteers too even at this age of not even 15. I was in 

volunteer and I dug those trenches because we, not as so patriotic because we felt it’s our duty 

against, to fight against the Germans in any way we can. 

 

Q: What was your first encounter with a German, with a Nazi in Łódź? 

 

A: Well first encounter was when I was pulled out and taken to work.  It was only maybe a few 

days after they entered Łódź. 

 

Q: Your family didn’t run away from Łódź when the Germans were approaching. 

 

A: No. No, my family didn’t run. Well in the circumstances  we realized where would we run. 

It’s really by the time over the radio they told all young people to run and young people. Well I 

was too young to go on my own and my father didn’t run then because he didn’t want to leave us 

alone with mother so he stayed on. 

 

Q: What were the conditions like in Łódź, prior to forming a ghetto and how long it was since 

they put the Jews of Łódź in the ghetto?. 

 

A: Well here I can talk for hours. You see the condition firstly the Jews had to hand in all 

valuables.  First gold, radios, and even the carpetings had to be handed in. 

 

Q: Did you have to move from your flat or house? 

 

A: No, at this time we didn’t have to move. I will come to it a bit later.  And then when we, I 

was, I was fortunate in that regard because my father had a lot of friends amongst the Jews and 
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amongst the Poles where he did provide for us, he was able to buy provisions because usually the 

Jews were picked out of the queue and thrown out of the queue. If not by the Germans, the Poles 

helped to identify the Jews. So for Jews was very hard, especially for the Hasidic Jews were 

very, could be distinguished, were so visible for them. In the apartments where we lived there 

were a few Hasidic Jews and my father helped to provide those essentials for them because they 

were not able to go and buy those essential things in the shops. School was out for everybody at 

the time and Jews were dragged out of their homes for work and after a few days only I was 

dragged out to cover those trenches.  And I had to cover those trenches what we dug before the 

outbreak of the war.  It wasn’t too hard for me but many Jews were beaten. Some Jews were – 

 

Q:  Did the Germans when they entered Łódź, did they do something drastic like burning homes, 

synagogues, shooting people? 

 

A: Not straightaway. This was, and I can recollect it. It was by the end of October, the beginning 

of November, the first synagogue was dynamited. This was the largest synagogue in Łódź.  It 

was on the Volvoska street.  It was a huge synagogue.  Some Jews, at the risk of their own life, 

religious Jews that were able to smuggle out the holy scrolls of the synagogue. The synagogue 

couldn’t be burned down because it was done in such a way that it was impossible. Then the, 

what was called on the lay (Polish word), was called the German shul was burned down to the 

ground. 

 

Q: The reform synagogue.  

 

A: Well  it – by then we called it reform but it wasn’t in the way that reform was – 

 

Q: When you say German shul, it was understood that – 

 

A: That was the name of it. Actually it wasn’t by Germans shul but – 

 

Q: I wanted to clarify that was not – 
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A: But maybe it was not as orthodox as the other one. And this was the beginning of November.  

Little more, smaller shuls were desecrated and Jews, especially the religious Jews did suffer a lot 

because when someone was caught, public decided to humiliate those unfortunate human beings, 

cutting off their beards, the side locks in such a cruel way, sometimes even what I’ve seen with 

the pieces of flesh.  And they were mocking around for everybody to see.  And most Poles were 

amazed that they enjoyed themselves at the sight.  And we have to remember Łódź was the 

second largest city in Poland. It’s the second largest Jewish population in Poland out of 650,000 

population in Łódź approximately a quarter of them were Jews.  

 

Q: You mentioned early that the holy scrolls were smuggled out of the synagogue. Smuggled out 

where? 

 

A:  Hiding somewhere, some in hiding somewhere. Where, I don’t know. 

 

Q: But not even to Poles for safety? 

 

A: No, not even for Poland -- 

 

Q: I just wanted to have this classified. 

 

A: And secondly, it was a large German population in Łódź. 

 

Q: Non-Jews? 

 

A: No, not. German, I mean of German descendent. There were approximately 80,000 of 

Germans descendant.  And overnight they become volksdeutsche.    They changed colors. 

 

Q: What was the attitude towards Jews?  Changed visibly? 

 

A: They changed visibly straightaway because they put on the armband with the swastika and 

they went after Jewish shops, Jewish factories and without paying for it, confiscated everything 
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what they could in the good -- . The people who were, had nice dwellings were thrown out. They 

moved in. 

 

Q: Did you have to move, you and your family from the place where you lived? 

 

A: No, no. like I said no.  Well we were to the ghetto but this is not so simple. You see.   I, and 

my family were the first victims what we were thrown out during the night, put into a 

concentration camp in December, in the beginning of December 1939. 

 

Q: Where were you taken? 

 

A: The camp was on the outskirt of Łódź. It was called Radogoszcz.  Radogoszcz. Yes, there 

was a, there was factories before and they converted to a concentration camp. 

 

Q: And why were you singled out to be the first ones? 

 

A: Well we didn’t know at the time but later when we came back, I will come to it, they 

surrounded a few blocks. It was midnight.  We were given 15 minutes, 15 minutes what we can 

carry, they break down the doors and we had to take what we could. And what could we take in 

15 minutes. And we were put on the trams and taken to Radogoszcz, this concentration camp.  

You see when the Nazis entered Łódź, three friends of my father, of the Bund, they were very 

prominent people  what were all belonged to the court, council of Łódź, members of the council 

of Łódź. Their name was Vovental, and Posnansky and Marku, doctor Margoles and of the 

Bund and one of the police left were taken us hostages. They were the first arrested in Łódź. And 

after we came to Radogoszcz, this concentration camps, my father want to inform himself what 

happened with him and through some Polish inmates there. There were a few Poles there too, we 

heard that they were executed. 

 

Q: How long did you stay in Radogoszcz? 
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A: We stayed maybe for five or six days because it’s hard to remember how many days because 

– 

 

Q: Where there may Jews from Łódź? 

 

A: We were a few thousand. A few thousand. 

 

Q: And all of them were returned home? 

 

A: No, no. There was a first condition what we are counted like in a real concentration camp.  

You see people had to relieve themselves, men, women and children all together. There was no 

food. And in December it was winter already and this time after a year, the special units of war 

time the winters were very severe. And after a few days we were put on trains, in cattle trucks 

and we traveled for two or three days. I don’t know exactly because it was dark. Only the little 

opening in the – 

 

Q: The door? 

 

A: Not in the roof. In the side of the wagon. And we arrived in Kraków. And we were taken to 

the outskirts of Kraków in a camp but it wasn’t a camp with barbed wire. It was a camp. And my 

father in the moment when we arrived he went to town.  And he did find friends from Bund. 

 

Q: You mean you could move freely in – 

 

A: No, we couldn’t move freely but – 

 

Q: Were you wearing armbands already? 

 

A:  Oh yes, oh yes, arm bands. All Jews had to wear in the beginning arm bands. 

 

Q: And we’re talking December 39? 
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A: We’re talking about December 39.  Yes and my father knew some Bundists in Kraków and he 

inquired the addresses. And he went there and the persons where we went it was Alexandrovich, 

Dr. Alexandrovich. The men were, they had run away because they were the leaders of the Bund 

in Kraków. So they had to run. Their wives and children only were there. And my father knew 

them too so they took us in. So we left the camp. 

 

Q: Did you left the camp in an official way? 

 

A: No, no, no, no not in an official way. We find some way to get out. It wasn’t with barbed wire 

so it wasn’t such, so hard but just had to – 

 

Q: You had to bribe someone? 

 

A: No, we didn’t have to bribe because we did find a way. My father was quite all right in these 

matters. He knew how to handle you see and so, and Alexandrov lived just across the boundary. 

 

Q: The whole time you was together? 

 

A: Yes we were. 

 

Q: Your sisters? 

 

A: Yes, two sisters, myself, mother and father.  The other sister, the oldest sister of mine went to 

Russia. 

 

Q: What do you know about forming of the ghetto? 

 

A: Well it’s, I will come to it. 

 

Q: That is the question we are at. 
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A: So over there my father and my mother, it was hard. My father realized what will we do in a 

strange place. The best thing will be if we are able to go back to Łódź.  So then my father 

decided after a few weeks  that I, my mother and himself will go back to Łódź. The sisters will 

stay on there. Later on well who was so smart then. Who was so bright then. Who could realize, 

who could foresee what happened afterwards. The sisters behind, we left them and my father 

would go and pick them up later, at a later date. Jews were not allowed to travel on the railways, 

not on any public transport so we decided we will take off our armbands and we left by sled, 

horse driven sleds.  And we traveled most of the way by horse driven sleigh.  It took us maybe 

ten or 15 days before we arrived. And to describe all the – 

 

Q:  Did you have a driver or your father was driving? 

 

A: We had, we had hired a peasant, what we couldn’t afford to buy a sled and horses. So and 

with some connection my father and on the way what helped us Poles, some Poles. We, after 

maybe ten or 12 days we arrived in Łódź. By then where we lived was already taken by people 

what were settled from the other part of the city where they will not be together. When we came 

back we were told that it’s going to be a ghetto. 

 

Q: Did people who were in your place, they were Poles? 

 

A: No, no Jews because there was the ghetto, afterwards there was a ghetto. This – 

 

Q: Where you lived was – 

 

A: Yes, that’s why were thrown out in the first place because they wanted to create space for 

other Jews what would be later on outside the ghetto. 

 

Q: Did you manage to go back to your flat? 
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A: Oh yes, we went back and the other people were not able to take much with them but we were 

– they gave us back some, not so much of the furniture but of beddings,  since where we – 

 

Q: They stay with you? 

 

A: No, they, the people. We were not, then my father had some connections what we had in Łódź 

we were able to get another dwelling at the place where Poles had lived before. And they had to 

leave. So it was not far from the Jewish cemetery. 

 

Q: So you actually were not in Łódź when they formed the ghetto. 

 

A: Oh no I was, I was in Łódź when the ghetto was formed.  

 

Q: So what do you know of the organization of the ghetto and how the ghetto was formed, who 

was in charge? 

 

A: The ghetto was formed and closed on the first of May 1940.  This was a date when actually 

we were cut out from the outside world. And Mordechai Chaim Rumkowski was appointed as 

the Juden, that’s the eldest of the Judenrat. And there were stories on how he was picked to be 

the oldest of the Jews in the ghetto because the Germans did ask who is the oldest here. Who 

want to be the oldest? So he said I am the older. Also nobody knows exactly how he become but 

the fact that he was appointed – 

 

Q: Did you hear about him before the war? 

 

A: No, I didn’t hear about him. My parents, yes, heard him because he was the director of an 

orphanage in Łódź, in Helenurik [ph].  And he became the king of the ghetto. And when the 

ghetto was closed and it was I think the only ghetto where there was nearly impossible to get out 

and get back in because the Germans did resettle. The Poles, most of the Poles what had lived 

around the ghetto and they brought in the volksdeutsche or the Germans what were exchanged 

with Russia. The Polenian  Germans that live around the ghetto.  So even somebody that did 
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manage to get out, he was picked up, didn’t take long. And it happened. I know from the fact of 

one neighbor of mine were, not before the war. The family  but when, where we lived in the 

ghetto. He was with his mother. His father died before the war and he was with his mother. He 

was maybe six foot tall, blond, blue eyes and he managed to get out but he was not on the tram. 

Somebody recognized him. I don’t know how on earth anybody could distinguish between him 

and the Gentiles. 

 

Q: And what happened to him? 

 

A: He was hanged. And he was only 17 years old. 

 

Q: They shot him? 

 

A: No they hanged him. 

 

Q: At that time and we’re talking about 1940 and the Judenrat was already formed, the ghetto 

was closed, did you or did you have personally an opinion about the Judenrat or did you hear an 

opinion expressed in your household about the concept of Judenrat? 

 

A: Well we had a concept of the Judenrat you see and we talked about it but we didn’t know how 

it will develop at the time because it was just the beginning. But nevertheless there was, when 

the ghetto was closed there was immense hunger. People were stripped of all their belongings. 

There was no money. People couldn’t buy the essentials. 

 

Q: What about work? 

 

A: And work was not available. What could we do at the beginning? How could we organize that 

straightaway so it was unemployment and no --  . There was cold, hunger and people started to 

demand of the Judenrat to do something. So even at this time, I remember and I was one of the 

demonstrators in 1940. We went out with, in a demonstration to give people some work to try to 

do something because the Joint was operating then because and I wasn’t the worst off but 
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nevertheless I was involved like I say political and social and my father and my whole family. 

And Rumkowski, Mordechai Chaim Rumkowski did say if we will not go home, he will call in 

the Germans. Well and by the end of the day he did call in the Germans. There were many deaths 

at the time.  And then started to organize and some factories. There was in the beginning there 

was – 

 

Q: The Judenrat organized the factories? 

 

A: The Judenrat organized the factories and it took a while before people could work and I was 

employed in a metal factory.  Metal factory. Well I didn’t know anything about it. I was just a 

kid what finished primary school.  Nevertheless I had some help from the people and first it was 

Von Weiner who took me into his factory because he was already at night school, learning his 

trade.  So and he was appointed as pourer.  So I didn’t have any trouble. 

 

Q: In the metal trade? 

 

A: In the metal trade so I didn’t have any problems because my father was a friend of his father 

and family. So my father was able, the part which I had to leave Łódź, was out of the ghetto. So 

my father would organize a room for their family next to ours so we were neighbors. And this 

factory had to shift because it was in Łódź. And we had to shift to other premises.  A big place 

where before the war was an abattoir and we organized that in that huge metal factory. And Von 

Weiner was the foreman. I was his second in charge, I was his assistant.  And so the ghetto life 

started.  We knew and we realized that we have to do our work illegally. We had to go 

underground so we had to organize ourselves. I mean from the party where I belonged, Von 

Veiner belonged, my father. We couldn’t do it in large numbers so we established groups, five , 

groups of five or ten.  

 

Q: You mentioned earlier that you were not the worst off in ghetto. Was it due to the fact that 

you had assistance from gentiles living outside of the ghetto? 
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A: No, no, no. I didn’t mean in this regard because even from Joint my father knew a lot of 

people. 

 

Q: But Joint was not assisting anybody, was it? 

 

A: Yes, Joint, it was legal because it was an American organization, a relief organization and 

America was not at war.  

 

Q: And Germans allowed.  

 

A: And Germans allowed.  The central organization was in Warsaw. 

 

Q: I just wanted to establish whether it was assistance from gentiles or – 

 

A: No, no. it wasn’t from gentiles, no.  Gentiles we didn’t have any help. Not before, before we 

came to Łódź yes on the way we had some gentiles. My father knew them. They belonged to the 

Polish socialist organization. My father knew them so they did help us on the way from Kraków 

to Łódź. Not all the time but on certain towns, in certain villages. 

 

Q: Were you aware whether there was a corruption in ghetto and what is your comment on the 

subject? 

 

A: Well even normal circumstances we know there is corruption. And in the ghetto it was like 

what we call it. We didn’t call it corruption then we called it protection mostly. Because it 

depended who did you knew, who did you know. On favors. And mostly Rumkowski, well he 

organized the Judenrat and a special birat what we called it. Of his chosen people what he did 

choose. 

 

Q: How did you call it? 
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A: Birat. Birat.  And so I had a lot of privileges and the one who had connections with them were 

in higher positions so and there were what we call it corruption, there were an immense 

corruption in the ghetto. Yes, there were immense corruption. They informed the police and after 

the police are super police, what we called the sonderkommando, special police, what was 

above the police, The jail was established in ghetto.  

 

Q: Specially for ghetto. 

 

A: For ghetto yes it was called when we said the jail of the Chalyetska Ulitsa [ph]. That was the 

jail, where the jail was. The criminals were put in jail but mostly people what did steal a bit of 

food from a friend or just didn’t do the thing what the police wanted them to do. It mean like 

they didn’t stand properly in the queue or wanted to jump the queue or some things, they were 

put in jail. 

 

Q: That was enough to put them – 

 

A: That was broad enough to put in jail. And unfortunately the first people what were sent out of 

the ghetto were those criminals. Those criminals what did take a piece of food from a friend to 

help to cook their meal or to warm their bellies. 

 

Q: Did you trust the Judenrat? 

 

A: No. I didn’t trust the Judenrat. You see – 

 

Q: In your environment was there a trust? 

 

A: No, no we didn’t trust them because we regard them as the servant of the Germans.  And how 

it later came out, it was because when this was – people when it started -- the Germans started to 

demand to people that it’s too many people in the ghetto and unproductive of the council so I 

didn’t hesitate and so I started to provide those people. Like the first transport was out of – in the 

beginning there were volunteers. They asked for volunteers to work in camp and so I volunteered 
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because the hunger was immense and the promise was that the wages what I will earn will be 

sent back to the ghetto.  But at the beginning it was.  So people went voluntarily so I went to a 

few camps. We didn’t know at the time. And ______   was into the ghetto. The Judenrat took 

part of the wages and the rest were given to the families. 

 

Q: Any one of your friends or in your family worked for the Judenrat? 

 

A: No, I didn’t have any friend what worked for  Judenrat. My father had only a friend. He was 

specialist and he didn’t enter the police after organization to be of some assistance just in case 

when it will be needed. This man he was a former police soldier. Later on in the ghetto when we 

organized and did think about even the uprisings, he did train myself and another Jew. 

 

Q: He betrayed you? 

 

A: No, he helped to train myself and another Jew, youngster like myself, how to handle weapons. 

 

Q: Did you know of any Jewish informers? 

 

A: No, we knew that there were informers. We knew that but personally I didn’t know them. 

There were informers in ghetto, yes.  

 

Q: At that stage did you have any news about, from other ghettos. Were there any news 

penetrating the ghetto? 

 

A: Yes, in the beginning when the, before the Russians, before the Germans invaded Russia in 

1941 and the outbreak of the war with America, after Pearl Harbor, the Joint stopped afterwards. 

Up to then there were certain connections with the Warsaw ghetto, mostly, but not afterwards. So 

we had a certain information but not much because how could it because everything was 

censored. Radios were not allowed and – 

 

Q: Did you come across the word liquidation? 
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A: No at this time we didn’t come across liquidation. The first time when we come across not 

this word were exterminating Jews was at the end of 1942, the beginning of 1943 when we in the 

organization, specially Bonhoff unit we had news, radio news in the beginning what’s going on. 

but it wasn’t so informative. But later one when Bonavina was able to organize his own radio we 

were much better informed.  

 

Q: The big deportations, correct me if I am wrong, started in 1942, the big deportation. 

 

A: The big deportation, what we call the Geshperin [ph], started in September 1942. This was 

most people were sent out up to the date, but there were deportations before. 

 

Q: No, from 1942 when the big deportations were started. Who went on those deportations? 

Were they able bodies or – 

 

A: No, no this was a deportation of the young and old. What was called it will be there is 

children what are unproductive and so and was said like a previous deportations that these are 

going to be sent to places where they will be looked after, cared after in better conditions than in 

the ghetto. 

 

Q: At that stage did you believe in – 

 

A: No, we never believed them that it’s going to happen but no one asked, could imagine what 

happened later on. But we knew later on and this is what happened. The, how the Germans 

conducted this first big deportation, they didn’t ask the Judenrat apparently. They cordoned off 

seven blocks. They came in. 

 

Q: It means the German police conducted that themselves? 

 

A: Themselves with the help of the police for sure. With the Jewish police. I had to come with 

them. And once they came in the block. They fired shots and everybody had to come down. And 
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then started selection. And how it happened, it wasn’t only children and old.  They picked 

anybody. And this what we saw for the first time that most of the brutality of the Nazis.  When 

we realized what’s going on I, my father and my mother and we had an auntie living in the same 

house with three young children. 

 

Q: Were your sister at the time back from Kraków. 

 

A: No, they never came back because the ghetto was   closed and we were cut off from them so 

my father couldn’t go back. 

 

Q: So that was the first time early in this piece where your family as a unit broke up? 

 

A: This was the first time what our family  as a unit broke up, yes.  

 

Q: So you were just left the three of you to your future plans. 

 

A: My mother and my father and myself were in the ghetto and we divided. I had to save my 

mother to go with my mother’s home where to hide and my father to take the auntie and her 

three children. 

 

Q: She was your father’s sister? 

 

A: No, my mother’s sister. She was my mother’s sister. And I managed to hide with my mother 

but unfortunately my uncle took a bit too long and before this I realized the Germans were there 

and so I picked my father, my auntie and her three children. And the misfortunate of it was too 

that maybe I would be able to do something afterwards because all those people were taken to 

the Jewish jail before they were transported out of the ghetto.  The misfortune of our family was 

that my father and the auntie, the children were straightaway loaded on wagons and taken to 

Helenor, to the death camp.  I didn’t know about Helenor at the time. 

 

Q: And you’re talking about September of 42. 
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A: September 1942 yes, we’re talking about September 1942. And in the evening when I realized 

my father was not there and I went to the jail and there was no sign of them and I was told later 

that they had the misfortune that they were emptying  wagons and so they were put straight away 

and taken away. 

 

Q: That was the first time when you heard about Helenor. 

 

A: Not then. It was afterwards we heard about Helenor. 

 

Q: So you actually did not know where they were taken. 

 

A: We did fear the worst because we realized the young and the old. 

 

Q: And children. 

 

A: And children so we feared the worst because we didn’t believe them. But we didn’t have any 

proof.  

 

Q: But you also had suspicions. 

 

A: Oh yes for sure we had suspicions. That’s why the Germans didn’t trust the Judenrat to make 

the list anymore of those people. They came in and took them.  And this lasted for a week. And 

what I’ve seen and as being in the underground I knew the ghetto very well. I knew how to get 

around and I’ve heard that they taken people from the hospital. So I left my mother. My mother 

was already safe and to sites that I managed to come near because the factory where I worked 

was across the hospital.  And I came to the factory and I could see how the people were dragged 

out of the hospital. And people resisted and children. Most of the children were thrown from the 

second floor to the waiting barracks and this was the first time – 

 

Q: And children were crying out of fear. 
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A: Children were crying out. There were sick children, there were sick people. And so merciless 

thrown from the window and this what was my – I could never recover from it. From this sight 

what I saw.  Even being before in the other Russian, so the brutality of the Germans. I never saw 

anything what I’ve seen then. And since was coming to face, face to face with this barbaric 

treatment of human beings. 

 

Q: What happened to the doctor? Did they close the hospital or the hospital was staying open? 

 

A: Afterwards part of the hospital was still on and – 

 

Q: The doctors were not – 

 

A: No, the doctors were not touched. The nurses that was not touched.  Only the people and it 

happened that some sick people they put on the nursing uniform but later it was a lot of trouble 

because they had an exact list who was the staff.  So later people had to present themselves if not 

said they going to come and take other people.  

 

Q: Could you briefly tell us from that time on the liquidation of the Łódź ghetto what was life, 

your life and generally the life in ghetto like? 

 

A: You see it’s for myself you see because I was very informed in the ghetto so telling it briefly 

it’s not doing justice for the future generations who hear this tape. 

 

Q: Take your time. 

 

A: Well, afterwards there was a lot of people empty dwellings because some families, some 

families were completely deported. And coming to the ghetto again what had to be mentioned 

that when the ghetto started, well only 157,000 Jews herded into the ghetto on the space of six 

square kilometers. But later when the small towns around Łódź were liquidated. Those young 

people were brought into the ghetto.   
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Q: There were also a lot of German Jews brought in the ghetto. 

 

A: Then it was brought in around 20,000 Jews from Germany, Austria, Luxembourg, 

Czechoslovakia and one person from Holland was brought in, into the ghetto. So in all the ghetto 

was not at the same time. Over two, 200,000 Jews were in the ghetto. And after this the ghetto 

come back to some normality and people rushed to find jobs because under ten years of all 

children, ten years old children were not allowed to be in the ghetto. So children had to be hidden 

and children had to be made older. And there was on every ration card there had to be stamped 

that you are working. And I got mine, bread ration card here in the museum, what is stamped and 

after the deportation, we get  

 

Q: Did you cover your mother? 

 

A: Yes.  My mother was covered and then my mother worked in the kitchen in the ghetto so she 

was covered. She had stamped on her bread ration card, on the card, on the ration card deprived. 

This indicated that you were working. And then after this we had to come to terms with what 

happened. We organized again because we lost quite a few members in these roundups but we 

couldn’t do about it. And I was working In the factory and we had our own radio. You see I was, 

as I said, I was fore, assistant foreman of the group. We were around ten young people. So I 

covered for my foreman, for Mr., for Bonavina  because most of the time he went away and 

listened to the radio.  And this radio I have to mention. This was constructed by somebody 

whose name was Rumbucky. He was electrical engineer and he was working as electrical 

engineer in the chemin.  As a  cripple. 

 

Q: Employed by then? 

 

A: He was employed by them in the ghetto.  He was a Jew but he didn’t, he was not a traitor. He 

had no choice. He had to work there and he constructed this radio in two parts and how he came 

in possession of those parts, he did steal in the cripple so little by little and constructed this radio. 

It was ingenious at the time. Now it was very simple. But then it was ingenious because he could 
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fit it in two soup bowls.  I always carried one and Bonavina was carrying one. And most of the 

time Bonavina hid the radio in the, in an attic in the factory where we worked. Sometimes I have 

heard the radio myself to get it and so it became a way when the broadcast. We knew exactly the 

time when the broadest from the Polish government in exile in London. So we always tuned in 

and from them we heard in 1943 the three quarter of a million Jews perished in Helenor, in 

Auschwitz, Treblinka, Majdanek. This was the first time when  the word came out word that 

there are death camps – 

 

Q: Did the mention the manner in which they – 

 

A: Oh yes, oh yes. 

 

Q: So you knew about gas? 

 

A: Yes, we knew about gas and we knew that they started to gas people in Helenor and Vens. 

And well and here the dilemma started. How do we let know the people of the ghetto what 

happened? 

 

Q: Did people believe you when you told them? 

 

A: Well we couldn’t go around openly talk about it.  And spread the, what we knew.  For 

security reason because the Germans would be aware immediately that how can, how  are we -- 

 

Q: Got the information? 

 

A: How it’s possible we got this information so quickly and now you have to mention even 

before I came to it that this is what happened in 1944.  The invasion of the allies, D Day, the 

invasion in Normandy started. Instantly there were celebrations in the ghetto because there were 

other people what had radios too that couldn’t hold back and people started to jump for joy. And 

so were informers and did not realize how is it possible. It started just a few hours ago. How we 

in the ghetto are able to have this information.  So they realized there must be illegal radios. And 
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they started to search and unfortunately they caught a few. Those people were executed and one 

committed suicide because he realized that if they catch him and he will not be able to stand the 

torture so he will have to tell them what he don’t want to tell them so he committed suicide. Our 

radio was so concealed and nobody knew about it so we were not in danger. And here I have to 

describe a small fact what happened. Well luck was involved. One day.  Usually it’s the criminal 

police are in the ghetto. They always did search us. And it happened that across the road they 

were searching for something and so I came across in the building where we lived. And – 

 

Q: Where you lived or where you worked? 

 

A: No, where we lived.  The radio by this time wasn’t in the home. And they come across and 

the ghetto there was, power was restricted so there were not enough power to listen to the radio 

to plug in so what we had to do, we had to take from the main point in the street to Bonavina’s 

flat. The small dwelling. And had his power, so I had a small electric stove. It was impossible 

thing in ghetto because power wasn’t available. Cooking were on the like wood or coal or 

briquettes and they came in and by Bonavina, the room which I lived were divided by a 

wardrobe and a curtain. And behind this curtain was the stove, electric stove on and somebody 

was cooking there. And I realized, because we were next door and I could see that the crip was 

coming here because one of those men at the head of the  Cripple, was, his name was Subin and 

he was a volksdeutsche. And he could speak Yiddish like we. So 

 

Q: From Łódź? 

 

A: From Łódź, yes from Łódź. Originally from Alexandria, from the outskirts of Łódź. So I 

realized if they see this, they will realize we were because the power taken from this but what we 

need so I started to say if somebody says I would have seen, it’s a wardrobe. A double ____   but 

for this, what it says in the, you know. I don’t know. I wasn’t afraid. I was to realize and I took 

the curtain and splashed it around to show him around, that nothing is there. And he went to 

look. He couldn’t see it.  He couldn’t see it and they went out and the mother of Bono, he was 

with his mother and his auntie and his uncle in this room. When, if he would have looked at the 

mother. No, he would realize that something must be wrong because she became so white, she 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



Interview with Abram Goldberg  28 
December 28, 1992 
 
couldn’t recover for days. She couldn’t recover. When Bona came home and he heard the story 

well you see like all we survived with a lot of luck.  And here was the first instance of danger 

and luck went our way.  And now to say D Day. Like I said you see and this was the reason why 

we couldn’t come out openly and tell people. So we informed personally in the meeting what we 

had in five or tens, what’s going on. We didn’t tell them how we got the information but people 

are not stupid. They realize that radios must exist somewhere and we told people. It went by 

from mouth to mouth. Even so people didn’t realize. People could sense it, feel the danger but 

they didn’t realize that anything like this is possible. They always lived in hope. 

 

Q: Did you ever lose hope? 

 

A: No, no.  No. I never lost hope because wasn’t hope it would be the end.  Because without 

hope there is no life and this was our main, what we achieved in the ghetto with our hope and the 

people of the ghetto, when we could bring them up, believing that we will survive because when 

we talk with people. I mean people like myself and others what had, that feel we got the 

responsibility to keep up the morales and the spirit of the people when we talked in a way that 

give them hope. We told them the news, especially after 42 when the Germans started to have 

defeats, it was easier for us to keep up the hope of the people, give them hope when we told them 

the news that in Africa they are beaten, they are being beaten back in Russia. The Americans 

were in the war already. And they started to prepare because it was always announced. It’s going 

to be a great invasion and D Day is going to come any day.  As how we were able to keep up the 

spirits. It reflects when somebody the people what did die so many of starvation.  And people 

walked around with swollen feet, swollen bodies, what we called the muselmens in the ghetto. 

No clapsetas [ph]    we called them in the ghetto.  Clapsetas, the death notices what was hanging 

in Poland, last ____  that somebody died.   Clapsetas and when you asked him how are you, his 

response always was we are going to survive them. And this was the attitude of the people of the 

ghetto. This was our strength and we lived by this strength. 

 

Q: How long did you stay in the ghetto? And what happened? When was the ghetto liquidated 

and what happened after? 
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A:  Well the ghetto. I was in the ghetto from the day it was closed til the liquidation. 

 

Q: And when was that? 

 

A: The liquidation actually started in July, no in June, in June 1944.  Why I am starting when the 

liquidation was this because the Germans and us, have the factory have to provide lists of people 

what should be resettled somewhere else. And then the tragedy started because the heads of those 

factories had to provide lists of people who should go and again it depended not so much how 

you were needed. It’s a factory. Who knew who can do something for you and people went into 

hiding because if one part of the family was chosen, the whole family had to go.  Because they 

will not let single men, single people, single members of the family to go so – 

 

Q: Was that the order or was that the choice? 

 

A: No, it wasn’t a choice. It wasn’t a choice. So it was, your name was put on the list. This why 

we call it list of the liquidation of the ghetto.  And – 

 

Q: Your whole family had to come with you? 

 

A: No, they didn’t have to come with but in case, this person went into hiding and won’t present 

himself, the rations were stopped. It means life supply was stopped. Well my wife’s sister was 

put on a list and they went into hiding for a while. Somehow my wife managed to take the sister 

off the list. 

 

Q: At that time she was not your wife? 

 

A: No, no. I’m talking about the list. No, I was too young. I didn’t think about marriage and I 

didn’t know her even then. And they were hiding and when she was taken off the list I got back 

the provisions so I wasn’t put on the list and my mother wasn’t put on the list.  Well we had 

some connections.  This was why we weren’t put on the list.  And the Germans couldn’t, not 

many people a lot of people went into hiding. People helped them and then – on July the lists 
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stopped and we knew that it’s not going to end because we felt already then the Russians are on 

the other side of the, of Warsaw. And we knew that they are not going to let us be in the ghetto. 

So the order come that the ghetto is going to be liquidated in beginning of August and people 

should present themselves. 5000 every day have to go. Well and here again the people went 

voluntarily yes, because they were promised bread.  Again but people did not present 

themselves. And then they said that all people what belong to certain factory a sort, they have to 

go there and they will be there. They will be deported as a unit. So in this way so you can see 

that we are going to be only shifted to other places,  safer places where we will work but not 

many people did believe them and I went into hiding with my mother. I had a very good hiding 

place. 

 

Q: In the ghetto? 

 

A: In, the ghetto. Yes, a hiding place. And across the road where we lived it was a double 

ceiling. We had to climb to our let a lady pull up the , not from the inside because inside you will 

see the opening but from the outside a few bricks were pulled out and it was very well 

conceived.  And I managed -- 

 

Q: How many people? 

 

A: No, I with my mother only. I only with my mother. And by the end, my mother couldn’t take 

it any longer. 

 

Q: How long were you in there? 

 

A: For four weeks. 

 

Q: You were lying flat? 

 

A: No we could sit up a bit but we couldn’t stand up and  -- 
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Q: How about food? 

 

A: Well there was no problem with food because during the night I could go out and we had a lot 

of provisions.  Food was not a problem. What was no problem because there were pumps and 

you know the hand pumps in Poland so it wasn’t a problem. It wasn’t the best of water, but it 

was water. So it was no problem. And during the night the Germans didn’t dare to enter the 

ghetto so we were safe at night. Mostly. Later on but we were already out of the parameter of the 

ghetto when I was with my mother. Then there was a danger that maybe Poles or others would 

come looking for treasures but there were none because there were poor Jews in the ghetto. What 

could they still have at this time of the war.  And but only  my mother couldn’t take it anymore 

and she knew because by then we knew that the people are going to Auschwitz from Łódź. We 

heard it. My mother knew. She said look I am only a burden to you. I will present myself and 

you go in hiding. It’s your only hope. It’s your only hope. Well I knew, I knew but being 

responsible for my mother and she was aging very fast. 

 

Q: How old do you think your mother was at that time? 

 

A:  My mother was late 40s then and I was then 19 years old and I couldn’t bring myself telling 

my mother you go, I stay.  And well I decided ma if you can’t take it well I will go with you. 

And she begged me not to go but well, realizing that life, I will always have it on my conscience. 

I can’t do it and I have to take my chance. I was young. And I was strong then because I wasn’t 

like the rest of the ghetto. You see I had not so bad inside ghetto. You see here again I can talk a 

lot about why I will come back when I will say only when we went. We presented our self with 

my mother. I was physically in good condition because before the war I was from a young age I 

was an all-around sportsman. I was in the sports club. I was a very good gymnast. I was in 

athletics, I was in soccer, I was all around sportsman and I was very well built for my size. And I 

went with my mother. But while in the ghetto, if I would have lived where we lived before the 

war in the ghetto I wouldn’t have existed because there was nowhere in the land. And where I 

lived in the ghetto, the ghetto the same house with Bonavina. There was plenty. It was a garden. 

There was fruit trees and there was plenty of space. And so where – 
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Q: Planting vegetables. 

 

A: We were planting vegetables, I and Bona and when my father wasn’t yet to. And we erected 

huge fences. We took our parts from the factory. We were, we could do it. Others couldn’t do it, 

you see and we built around that, it was around six meters high a fence. Nobody could -- 

 

Q: Did the Germans know about – 

 

A: Oh yes, it was allowed, it was allowed. And we planted. We become experts of planting 

vegetables. We pulled out even stones from the ground and we converted into fertile ground. We 

did use fertilizer from the toilet. You see nothing was hard thing for it. And we afterward, Jules 

and I. so we had supplements of potatoes. 

 

Q: Fresh vegetables. 

 

A: And we had beetroot, carrots and we had lettuce and we had beetroot and we had a tree. The 

garden was one tree, apple tree. And was a cherry tree. And was a tree of the little how do you 

call it in English. I don’t know.  We have not such a fruit here in Australia. A huge tree. No, no 

it’s like a pear. 

 

Q: A little pear. 

 

A: It was a little one and it been known  to us. And we had to supplement it but what other 

people didn’t have. You see and this was enormous help. You see and the amazing thing about it 

too. They realized that we got trees so I said well you look after them and by the end when the 

fruit will be ready, ripe, we will come, pick it and no, no not distribute but we will give you 

something of it. So what we did, when it was ripe, I went up into the trees, picked it there and 

once I came nothing was there. We don’t know so it was enormous help.  People can’t realize 

what this help meant. The supplement of fresh vegetable. And that’s why we were in physically 

not in bad condition. You see. And for winter we pulled off the fences and also the shop 
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Q: Barns. 

 

A: The barns where we pulled it down. You see and we had wood and it was quite warm in the 

ghetto. Heating was a problem in winter and we had to cook by too. We did get rations from time 

to time of briquette. You see so this is why when I came to Auschwitz  _____    with my mother 

I was in reasonable physical condition. You see when I was separated with my mother, you see 

on arrival to Auschwitz, you see it took only a few seconds and what she was able only to tell me 

it was you do everything humanly possible to survive. This was the last word I have ever had of 

my mother. 

 

Q: That was the message that she – 

 

A: And this was her message and the way she gave to me she left it. It was like, it was her last 

few words what she was able to speak to me because there wasn’t time. And – 

 

Q: That was the last you saw her. 

 

A: It was the last of what I saw of my mother. 

 

Q:  And what happened to you? 

 

A: Then it started. Well and then was right away separated was the women and children. 

 

Q: And you were alone? 

 

A: And I was alone, no. But here again you see I have to come back to the ghetto. You see we 

organized from the Bund that we were from the last. We were 20 members. What we went into 

last transport because once we came to Marashiva, it was the point, we met there.  And we said 

that we knew where we were going. All of us knew where we were going. They were, some were 

hiding, and some were discovered and they had no choice. And we knew and we were then when 

the after selection we were maybe six left no more. And – 
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Q: After the selection in Auschwitz. 

 

A: In Auschwitz, yes but when we were separated men and then we come in front Mengele. How 

do I know Mengele, it was Mengele. Because the, the Jewish word from the Canada, what they 

take the clothes, the packages of the trains that told us it was Mengele. And this is the first time I 

have heard the name of Mengele. He wore white gloves and he had a baton in his hand and we 

had to stand in the one row and left and right and I was put on the right. It meant to live. I didn’t 

know at the time and then we were taken to the bath. And we knew what the bath means. That 

the bath is gas so as we were then, that made six of us left. So we said, one, the first one who go 

in from the first shift because it was too many people to go in at once, if you don’t come out we 

will know that that is it so we will not go in 

 

Q: Alive 

 

A: We will not go in alive. They will not drag us in. We will do something and I was the one 

who had to go in first. So I went in. I stood, I was pushed to a side, I was shaven. Every hair on 

my body was shaved. Then I passed the disinfection where you have to step into it and somebody 

with a piece of cloth a rag, no dumped it in it and smeared it on the, over the head and well you 

can imagine how this burned like hell because there were cuts and bruises on our body. And we 

went into the shower and then I came out. 

 

Q: And they saw you? 

 

A: And they saw me because we came out to the other way. They saw me and we had a signal 

that I will lift my hand because I don’t know if they recognize me. You see, without hair and I 

had a big, blond curly hair so they went in and we were taken in to the gypsy camp. First we had 

to go into one barrack. What we called and one stepped out in front of us.  We called him the 

macquique [ph] and he had this purse which he was a Jew.  A bastard. 

 

Q: Polish or Czechoslovakian? 
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A: No, no Polish, Polish, Jew. And his first word was were listen, we’ve got here all those 

instruments. We can see through you. If you have some valuables hidden somewhere you 

swallowed it or you had gold teeth and if you do not declare we will find it. You see this beam. 

You, the person will hang from it. And with the language, I don’t want to repeat it here was the 

worst oh. Obscene language in Polish and in Yiddish.  Well the -- nobody stepped out because 

nobody of us had anything.  These were, we were located in blocks. I was allocated to block 

number 16 there. 

 

Q: 16? 

 

A: 16. It was the first block that I was allocated. We were 500 and all six of us were in the same 

block. The block  elder, the block, the charge of the block was Pole. He came from Poznan, from 

Poson.   

 

Q: Non Jewish. 

 

A: Not a Pole, a Pole. There was no block elder in -- 

 

Q: How was he marked? 

 

A: He was marked, he had green. 

 

Q: Triangle? 

 

A: Triangle. 

 

Q: Which was a criminal. 

 

A: A criminal and – 
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Q: A striped uniform? 

 

A: Oh yes, he had a striped. We didn’t get a striped uniform. We, we well it is another story how 

we were thrown the clothes. I had my side had such a huge one, I could wrap myself three times 

around. And one friend of mine he was six foot, he had it up to his knee. So the luck was for him 

that I got such a huge one so we could swap. So we swapped it. And firstly he said, the Polish. 

Here you see anyone will not do how he’s told, he will be fried on the frying pan and what it 

meant that he will go to the gas chambers and burned in the crematorium. We learned it quick 

what he meant. And he said during the night if I hear one whisper I kill you. And it was 500 of 

us. There was no bunks in the gypsy camp. In most of the block there were no bunks and we had 

to sleep on the ground.  15, 500 people. When this barrack was divided with a chimney in the 

middle. So we had to, the first one had to rest his back against the wall and spread his legs and so 

we had to fit in. I’m talking about sleeping. So how comfortable can somebody be. So people 

had to move so and he was, it was a bit, he couldn’t sleep. He could sleep when he wanted to. He 

had plenty to eat. So we had a bit of a commotion. So he came out with a lump of food. Went 

from the top of the chimney and left and right and smashed it, many heads. And one of my 

friends it was, his head was split in half. And he never came out of Auschwitz. He was, I say a 

friend, he was older than me. He was one of my sport instructor in the sport club where I was. 

Kubiaski was his name. Well-being like this we, well in the morning I took him out. He was half 

dead.  Well taken him out and where did he go. He went to the, to the bier and the bier was 

cleaned out in the evening. So this was the first of my friends who perished in such brutal way. 

 

Q: How long did you stay in Auschwitz? 

 

A: This was the beginning. In Birkenau I stayed til the beginning of December. Over three 

months, three and a half months. I came at the end of August. Over three months I stayed in 

Birkenau. 

 

Q: How did you get out of Auschwitz? 
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A: Well should I describe a bit how it was in the gypsy camp. I think because since it’s important 

because it’s important in the conditions. We had to get out of the barrack well 5:00 in the 

morning. Even in beginning of September in the morning was so cold because the wind did blow 

from the mountains and being dressed so lightly. Like we were, it was cold. So we want to have 

a bit of warmth so we organized human ovens, back to back. You can imagine in a block outside 

500 people back to back. The one who stayed out there was cold. So how we doing because the 

one who was inside was warm. So we changed often.  Constant it was a change out of people. 

The one who was in the middle came out in front so all the time so we find that way of keeping 

warm.  And then after this was the roll call. And the roll call sometimes took two hours.  Because 

if they made a mistake, they didn’t bother. They started from the beginning. They started the 

count from the beginning. And then after this we were given a bit of gray water. We called it 

coffee, tea but we could give it many names but it was good and sometimes it was a little 

lukewarm or sometimes it was cold. Then we were ordered to go to the toilet. 

 

Q: How many times a day? 

 

A: One time in the day. Without them. We were  now to the toilet and to go to the toilet to 

describe the latrines. Well it was a long barrack with planks in the middle. We had to do our 

business and I don’t know because it was five, ten seconds.  It’s impossible to say how long 

because we hardly managed to pull our pants down and pull them up and we were driven out. 

The same thing happened with water. And in August and September and during the day the sun 

was torturous. It was very hot and we were thirsty and we were not allowed to go into 

washrooms to have a drink. And we had to bear it.  Then again in the evening, roll call. We got a 

bit of soup and a piece of bread and in the beginning where we were not able to manage to have 

our own plate. We were given a whole roll of five. Because by the Germans we had to always to 

line up in five.  And we were given a soup in a bowl for five of us and we had to divide it by sips 

because we were not in possession of any spoons.  And a piece of bread. This was our diet for 

the (video skip)  This was in block 16. 60 and in the 60 camp you could change blocks every day 

if you wanted to because there was no numbers and there was only 500 people to one block. You 

see and the numbers have to be correct by the roll call and so we could wander around. So 
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Q: That means if you entered one block somebody from that block had to go somewhere else. 

 

A: Somewhere else. It didn’t matter. So you made those choices. And then I was in four, block 

four. When I have seen what happened there so we went to another block.  Our misfortune. But 

our misfortune was that the other was a Pole too and he happened to be from Łódź and he used to 

play a katarinka. How do you call a katarinka. On the bazaar and he – 

 

Q: Could you elaborate because these aren’t slangs that used to be in the, what means katarinka. 

 

A:  A street singer, if you know in Poland --. 

 

Q: A courtyard singer. 

 

A: A courtyard singer, you see and he was singing just on the bazaar in Łódź. And he came as a 

green clothes, criminal to there and he was in charge of block four. I didn’t know it. We didn’t 

know but we want to change the block because we saw what happened there that what this block 

führer does so we wanted to change.  We went to block four. But we didn’t make a better choice 

because we didn’t know what, who is in charge there. But, and he was firstly the same spiel, the 

same word. You will be fried on the frying pan if you will not behave or do this as you are told. 

And we choose when it was raining. So he said well now we have to do some gymnastic. 

 

Q: When it was raining? 

 

A: When it was raining and it was quite muddy there so we had to go outside and we had to do 

an hour’s condition, not pushups, knee bends, sit ups, sit ups and then he said take off the belt, 

spread your arms, put your belt across and hold it. If it fall off, I will beat you to death.  

 

Q: If the pants will fall off? 

 

A: No the belt of the hand. You outstretched and sit ups and sit up and so and he kept us for an 

hour and a few had the misfortune that the belt fell off. I didn’t know how to do it you see 
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because I put it around my fingers so through and somebody tried. They were so flabbergasted I 

didn’t know what to do so I put it straight on. So it fell down. How can it hold? It’s a belt so I 

had a hiding and you can imagine for a half an hour. Now it were, exactly I don’t know how long 

it took because every second is, was like an eternity so we didn’t fare much better.  Then after a 

while when I – 

 

Q: When you say how many of you were there? 

 

A: We were six of us.  And when we realized what’s going on, so we made a little bit want to be 

formed a bit. We went around, and like today we went around shopping and we went to block 

12. And in block 12 was a German. His name was Herman and he – 

 

Q: What kind of guy was -- political 

 

A: He was a political and I want to talk about him because he deserves it. He was a most kind 

man and he treated us like human beings. He did scream his head off but he never touched 

anybody, he never touched anybody. And we came to talk with him and he told us that he is a 

political. He wasn’t socialist party in Germany.  He’s already in his seventh year in concentration 

camps and he said I will look after you. 

 

Q: After your group or after you personally? 

 

A: After our group. And he did. When there was a selection, he tried to protect us as much as he 

could. And there were many selections because when our transport did arrive as we were next to 

the gas chambers, the gypsy camp was next to the gas chambers so we were the nearest part of 

the camp were easy to come in and make the selection because there were 200 or 200 missing to 

the amount what they had to destroy. They came in, we had the round up and they choose those 

200. 

 

Q: How was he protecting you? 
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A: Well how he did protect us it was very simple. He said you stay here and he went around with 

the German. And when one of us, he looked at us and he said I need him. And he said it on a 

couple of occasions. I wasn’t, not one selected, but I don’t know why but I stood always in front. 

So I don’t know I was smart but I did think that if I will hide in  the back that will look and I’m 

small so they will look and they will see that I’m in the back. Somebody’s missing so I will go 

look. So Oh, this Jew is afraid. I will be the first to be chosen. So I stood in front and looked 

beyond me always and they didn’t, I wasn’t chosen to go to the gas chamber. And I was asked 

many times, why. How should I know you see and this happened on arrival. 

 

Q: Did the German help you with food, Herman? 

 

A: With food sometimes, yes sometimes because he was very fair. Like I said when he 

distributed the food he did see that every one of us got it. 

 

Q: Did he give you special duties, easier? 

 

A: No, we didn’t have any duties. We didn’t – 

 

Q: Sweeping the floor. Cleaning. 

 

A: No, no, no we didn’t this. You see and the German looked at me and I was asked many times 

why, why didn’t you? Because there are people, it always was told the strong and the healthy 

was spared.  Well I don’t know because maybe he looked at me and did think well I let them live 

another day. He will not get out from here alive anyhow. Because I don’t find any other 

explanation. How, how, why, why – 

 

Q: It’s not because that Herman said I need you. 

 

A: No, no, no, not this. I, in my case not, but a couple of my friends, yes he said it, yes he said it. 

And this Herman when in 1944 by the end, before I was sent out of Auschwitz  he disappeared 

for a day. 
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Q: For – 

 

A: For a day and we didn’t know what happened to him and so he came back with a big smile on 

his face. And he told us that by this time even the political criminals, Germans, they wanted to 

conscript them in the army so given the choice, you want to go  to the army or stay on the camp. 

So he said I‘m never going to fight for the Nazis.  I better die here in the camp but I will never 

fight for them. And this is why I want always to mention him because he deserves it. I don’t 

know he’s alive or he perished afterwards. I don’t know, I don’t know but he was the only block 

elder in gypsy camp what was a human being.  

 

Q: Did he stay in Auschwitz after you have been sent out? 

 

A: Yes, he was still there, he was still there when I was sent out. The German, one day block 

four took, I am jumping. I am jumping in block 4.  It was in the beginning of December so I said 

we are going to have a bath, 5:00 in the morning. After the roll call, you going to have a bath.  

Well we need to be clean so what they actually did and it was the outside at least ten degrees 

below zero.  He said you undress here in front. We didn’t know are we going to have a bath.  So 

we had to undress in front. Put our clothes and we had to march to the bath, and we did. It was a 

kilometer a half a kilometer. I don’t know how far.  You can imagine naked to the bath and when 

we came to the bath we were frozen stiff.  

 

Q: Did you know that you are going in the direction of the bath. 

 

A: We didn’t know any direction. We didn’t know any direction you see because it was dark, 

pitch dark and we didn’t know. We assumed because there was no selections and just wasn’t to 

go with us few to the gas chamber. We knew, we didn’t know it’s true to a bath or not to a bath. 

That is what I say, but actually we went. Inside gave us a bath, a hot steaming bath on frozen 

body.   

 

Q: A shower? 
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A: A shower yes. Frozen bodies and once we stood there for I don’t know for how long, ten, 15 

minutes because again was an eternity to under such a hot shower and then we had to walk back 

slowly in that freezing conditions. The bodies were red hot and then no towel was given to us to 

wipe.  You can imagine everything was frozen on us. We were ice and then we dressed and we 

had to stay outside. We were not allowed in the block because was already after the roll call and 

I didn’t even cough. I want to mention an all those years of the war, I did not even get one single 

sneeze. I was not sick. I don’t know. If I would be a religious person I would say it’s a god things 

but I am not a religious person. So 

 

Q: Did you know in Auschwitz or in any other camp somebody who died actually from cold and 

hunger, somebody who died because he could not withstand the natural conditions? 

 

A: Oh there were dead people every morning in the camp. There were dead people in Birkenau 

every day. Every morning we had to line up across the whole court. One, two dead, three dead 

sometimes yes it happened. And another thing, I was picked maybe on one, on two occasions 

and I worked in commando just supposed to be going out to work in Birkenau so actually what 

we did, we were taken out of the gypsy camp, but it wasn’t in Auschwitz and we had to carry 

stone from one place to the other, on the run for the whole day and anybody who fell behind was 

collapsed there, the guard had, was  ______   shot him. if not was torn apart by dogs in front of 

us and this is a sight. 

 

Q: You have seen this? 

 

A: I have seen it, I have seen it and we had to carry those dead bodies back to camp in the 

evening.  For the roll call and this happened on a couple of occasions. And I didn’t have any 

number tattooed on my arm. Why? Again because the gypsy camp was a quarantine camp. 

Anybody who was there didn’t have a number.  And this was a camp where all you were sent out 

in a commando to work around Auschwitz and you got a number and received a number or you 

were sent out somebody to work in Germany. Or you received a number when you came to the 

camp but usually it was sewn on, on a piece of clothes on the garment.  
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Q: So what you are saying is that they did not want people to leave Auschwitz alive having a 

tattoo number. 

 

A: No because the numbers were given to the people what did actually work on the auspices of 

Auschwitz. Just those people. It happened right and then people were sent from those camps over 

to Germany. They had already the number. They had already the number but this was called the 

quarantine camp. And this, so it happened on many occasions like I said before when there were 

not enough people to be gassed on transport. They came in and selected from those people but 

were not numbered and if it happened somebody had a number by some miracle was sent to our 

camp, he was, he’s identified and couldn’t do anything. In the case, in my case I could wander 

from one block to the other and nobody knew who I am but once you had a number and your 

number was taken, you had no choice. If they could find you easy because so there was no place 

to hide. And then they came inside, asked, who knows about metal workers. Who of you are 

metal workers? So as long as I was working in a metal factory and so I stepped out because we 

knew that they are sending out people from Birkenau to work. So I stood in front of an engineer 

and he asked me some questions. And they asked me what did I do? I said I worked by a bore 

machine in the ghetto and he asked me the question, how many turns does a machine do in a 

minute. So I told him 1200.  So he saw right away that I knew what I am talking so I am not 

telling a lie so I was picked to be sent out. And – 

 

Q: What are the other five in your group? 

 

A: No, only with one was in my group was, he heard what I have said so and another friend, 

another friend too who lives now in Argentina. And you see and he said the same thing. He said 

he was work a bore machine and said, 1200 turns and we were sent to Braunschwig in 

Germany. We were given a piece of bread and a bit of a jam and this was to last for the whole 

journey. How long it took. Well I don’t know. We didn’t count. Maybe it was three, four, five 

days. I don’t know. But on arrival to Braunschwig it was a camp what was just been built. It 

wasn’t an established camp. A camp what was just finished. And this camp belonged to the 

concentration camp. It was a sub camp of Neugarme. And we were given, this was the first time 
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since I left the ghetto, we were given bunks. I happened to get the top one, a straw mattress and a 

blanket. 

 

Q: How many to a bunk? 

 

A: One, one but it was two tiers, two tiers was of the bunks but how it turned out later it wasn’t 

so  great, the top one. And the bottom one wasn’t much better because it was from artificial 

plaster sheets was built. There was no air and it was wintertime and all of us was ____  in one 

block. Everybody did breathe and the moisture later dropped from the ceiling on us. You can 

imagine so it didn’t take long the blanket were wet. The straw mattress we were soaked through 

and we had to sleep. We had no choice. In the evening I had to rinse the blanket but nevertheless 

we slept.  

 

Q: Did you work? 

 

A: For a few hours. Oh yes, oh yes. I was working. I was given the work in a truck building 

factory was there and 5:00 in the morning we had to march out. It was about eight kilometers 

there and eight kilometers back in the evening. And I was allotted a job. It was not a bad job. I 

had to clean part of the engine in a special hot, hot mixture. You see this was beautiful for me 

because it was warm. It was warm and it was middle of the winter how we were dressed, it was 

warm so it wasn’t too bad. And – 

 

Q: What was the treatment like? What were the guards like? 

 

A: The guards well we didn’t have much to do with them. Only when we had to walk to work. 

We had to march into five, not to separate, was already dark and when we came back was dark 

too. And when it was wet you see we couldn’t go around the wet patches. I said  (Foreign word)  

arms so we will not be able to walk around. We had to go right through the puddles. 

 

Q: During the working hours were you supervised by civilians. 
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A: By civilians yes but SS guards always walking around, SS guards always walking around. We 

were by civilians yes. And in this factory well once there was alarms, there was the bombings. 

We were not allowed to go in the shelters of the Germans. We were taken to an open space and 

we would have to sit there on the ground when the bombing started. So those guards, they 

couldn’t go away so I was so afraid of the bombing. But what happened. One heavy bomb, the 

Germans were in their own shelter. The shelter was completely destroyed. They were killed and 

we were still alive. When we saw those bombs falling we was so joyful for us. It’s hard to 

describe when you see that coming from the sky. You are smiling.  All of us. We called it, in 

Polish we called Kodasechen [Polish word] the wish of the joy. And it was enormous joy for us  

seeing  how they run and were afraid. 

 

Q: Did they bomb that because they knew this was a concentration camp? 

 

A: No, it wasn’t a camp. It was factory. 

 

Q: It was a factory. 

 

A: They didn’t bomb the concentration camp. They bombed the factories. You see but afterwards 

we had to suffer through you see because we were, the place where we were bombed so we had 

to clean up. So you can imagine in those winter days, it was January, February, when it was the 

coldest. We have bare hands and how we were dressed, we had to clean up. The frozen parts 

together with our bare hands so it wasn’t but in one way we were happy. 

 

Q: During the time that you worked among civilians, Germans, in the factory, did you encounter 

any incidents where they were actually helping you with food? 

 

A: No, no one. Only once the cleaner who himself was a German, he showed me to a spot. There 

was an onion.  

 

Q: An onion. 
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A: An onion. Maybe he couldn’t afford more but this was the only instance when a civilian and it 

had to be not the one in charge, not the foreman or not the engineer but a poor worker, a cleaner, 

left an onion for me. And this was the only instance when this happened. And there on Sundays 

we supposed at this camp to have free but what those in charge of the camp did but let me come 

back to it who was in charge of the camp. Apart from the SS and some Wehrmacht not many but 

a few what were guards too was waiting to go so I had to -- 

 

Q: Join them? 

 

A: To join the two and they were in charge. That was sent ten prisoners from Dachau to be the 

block fuhrers and the kapos.  

 

Q: Ten prisoners were in Dachau. 

 

A: Were German, they were German and those were the biggest murderers you could ever see. 

 

Q: And what identification they had? Criminals, political. 

 

A: Some of them had political and some of them had the red political and criminals. You see 

there was one what we called him the Boxer. What he did and we didn’t know at the beginning 

that he was so sadistic that he stood in front of you and hit you. You see and if there was a big 

guy of us and he was in reasonable condition so he didn’t fall over so he beat him to death. So 

later we realized that his ambition was with one punch to knock you down so when this 

happened later on so when he hit the person knew that he had to fall down and – 

 

Q: Immediately. 

 

A: Immediately. Then he was happy with a smile and let him go. If not, he beat him to death.  

And one that was, he was Herman the Boxer, and there was another Herman and from him I bear 

the scars today. 
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Q: And what happened? 

 

A: And this happened on a couple of occasions. The first occasion on Sundays we stood in the 

line and he went to inspect and he wore heavy boots, high boots and I stood in front and he went 

and kicked anybody what he disliked. I don’t know.  Just wanted to amuse himself and he 

kicked, why. And usually he, he aimed for the genitals.  And I stood in front so he went for me 

too. But I was quick enough and protected myself with the arm and to this day it’s a scar in here. 

You see you can see the difference from this arm to this. You see it’s visible. It’s still visible. 

And the same. And the same one you see we were not allowed to go to the toilet when on a 

Sunday when we worked. You see only when they told us. And my misfortune was that I had to 

go and I looked around and didn’t see anybody around and I went. And I was caught and for this 

he pulled out my fingernail with a plier.  

 

Q: The same. 

 

A: The same Herman, this was another. 

 

Q: So you had a good Herman and two bad ones. 

 

A: Yes and the Herman in Birkenau you can see the difference. And this fingernail was pulled 

out and well I didn’t have any medical help so I tore off of cement ___  piece, a piece of cement 

and wrapped it around. I wet it again and no infection set in. You see I can call it another 

miracle. Another miracle. And I think in this camp I was in Birkenau and I said it’s bad. And 

here only from the difference from Birkenau and there was that there was no gas chambers.  And 

so I was all kind of device I could think of together with SS and those criminals, the German 

criminals. So it was a new camp. There was washing room. It was the size what you say six 

meters by six and when we were given the soup one of them stood in front of the soup near the 

door of this washing room. And one on the other side by the door.  

 

Q: The kapos or -- 
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A: It’s a block off-- it’s the block elder and the kapo, the two Germans. And with a piece of food 

in their hand and anybody who went for the soap so they hit them over the head. Worth, worth   

you can   for you could have done it. ____ And you can imagine the soup you were hungry. So 

who was the first was lucky. From the first 30, 40 you see were lucky because I could inside had 

a not, with this lump of food. So I could manage to go in and finish the soup.  You can imagine 

afterwards when everybody had to fit in. most of the people spilled half of the soup. It was the 

life line so sadistic were they. And on another occasion they played with us again with food. 

They opened a big barrel with the beetroot conserves and left it in the middle of the room, 

knowing very well that all of us were so hungry that we will go for it but we didn’t dare because 

we knew that they standing around and what’s the purpose. So they went out and as they went 

out so we did think it’s all right, we can go for it and the instant when the people went for it, they 

came back and enjoyed  them self. And so many hurt that I can’t describe this kind of  devices. 

Those criminals were – 

 

Q: They were the kapos. 

 

A: And the block -- 

 

Q: They were prisoners put in a position of power.   

 

A: By the Germans. And they were Germans, they were German, German kapos. And block 

fuhrers.  One of them was a German gypsy. He was the most vicious. No, he was the most  of 

those Germans. He didn’t touch anybody. He was the only one. He didn’t touch anybody. 

 

Q: What sort of identification had this --  do you remember? 

 

A: What he had I don’t remember.  I don’t remember, you see I don’t remember because well we 

could only see what kind of person he was but it didn’t matter to us. He was a gypsy, because we 

called him the gypsy too, between us so how we knew. We knew, we knew so we called him the 

gypsy. He was the gypsy in the camp. Well and this camp you see we stayed til March and then 
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well the allies already occupied Belgium, Holland  and so it was time to be shifted so we had to 

march about -- 

 

Q: So you were put on a death march. 

 

A: Well I wouldn’t, this I wouldn’t say it was a death march but you see but the amazing thing 

what happened before, there were the, from there appeared the people were loaded in a truck and 

they were taken out. And people said, the rumors went around that we knew that Auschwitz was 

already too late to be taken, that they were taken to Neugarme and we were sure that those 

people will be killed there. 

 

Q: Do you know that Neugarme was an extermination camp? 

 

A: No, we knew that Neugarme was the central concentration camp, this we knew. And they 

were sent there and a few of them survived. You see you could never figure out the Nazis. You 

could never figure out the Nazis. You never knew. So we went on this march. Sure we started in 

the evenings, they would not start during the day and we marched and marched and marched til 

we came to a camp that was at least 50 kilometers. The camp was called Wachensted, 

Wachensted. This was a camp that wasn’t a Jewish camp. It was a German, what belonged to 

Neugarme too and not far from there, there were big factories were the Hermann Goering 

workers, the -- under the name of Hermann Goering. And we came to, we were told to strip off 

the clothes and we were given a blanket and they said they go for disinfection. 

 

Q: Delousing. 

 

A: Delousing and we were naked and marched for two, three days. 

 

Q: With the blanket? 

 

A: With the blanket and we weren’t given any food and after three days we were given back 

clothing. it wasn’t the same, but it was clothes and we were put on trains. 
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Q: What sort of trains? 

 

A: Cattle trains, not wasn’t Pullmans you see.  And we were, wasn’t told where we are going. No 

food, nothing.  And we traveled for days and nights on end. And we were squeezed in like 

sardines, a hundred, over a hundred people, one.  And after many days and nights we arrived in 

Ravensbruck. And actually was women’s concentration camp. 

 

Q: You were traveling up north. 

 

A: Yes, from like this we traveled. Then we didn’t know but later when we looked at the map 

you could see where it actually was. And it was a huge women’s camp.  And I was then only 

with my, one of my friends. We were separated then from the others. We were not in the same 

train. And on arrival there were so many dead ones in there. 

 

Q: In your wagon. 

 

A: In your wagon, not only mine at all. There were so many dead. And Ravensbruck, there was 

already there other prisoners from other camps there too. Not only Jews. There were Yugoslavs/ 

There were Poles, there were different. But we kept, they kept us separate and over there was, it 

was still a women’s camp there too, part of it. And my friend met his mother in Ravensbruck.   

 

Q: You were not that far separated? 

 

A: No, through the barbed wire.  The barbed wire. You know how it was with barbed wire, 

separated barbed wire. And his mother. You can’t imagine. 

 

Q:  Did they, obviously they recognized each other. 

 

A: Oh yes. When we saw women, so we went to the wire. And she was -- but for unfortunate 

both of them didn’t survive. 
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Q: She? 

 

A: Both of them. He was my friend but I usually told the story about him. And he did not survive 

and she did not survive. But what I have heard later, she was being sent to Sweden on a boat and 

the boat sunk.  

 

Q: At the end of the war? 

 

A: At this time of the war, this was in 1945. 

 

Q: So the Germans sent her on the boat or was it – 

 

A: The Germans, no the Germans. They sent them on a boat, telling them that they are going to 

Sweden. And they sunk the boat or it was a dilapidated boat, I couldn’t find out. I knew the boat 

where she was sent sunk. And then there we were for about two weeks in this camp.  And 

amazing, in this camp, so many people died in this camp after previous condition. But people 

can’t imagine. And food in this camp was so plentiful, not for the prisoners. Not for the 

prisoners. How do I know it?  Because I was taken to work and to clean up magazines. And we 

came across parcels of food from the Red Cross addressed on the boxes was written (German). It 

was sent for the Jews and in those boxes you can’t imagine what it was. 

 

Q: And they were never of course given to the Jews. 

 

A: No.  There were in the box was two kilo or four kilo boxes. It was from chocolate to Pall Mall 

cigarettes. The first time I came across the Pall Mall cigarettes, there in the magazine. From 

condensed milk with cheese and biscuits. Dry biscuits was in those parcels and butter, melted 

butter in tins.  And how many, there was those parcels, I can’t describe it because to us it, it was 

such an enormous magazines of it. It was – yes. 

 

Q: With supervision, they -- 
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A: Oh sure. Even so we managed to do something too. We could steal a bit of chocolate, 

cigarettes and amazingly at this time they told us that we going to be exchanged to Sweden.  And 

well actually we didn’t believe them, you see. So I registered our names to be exchanged to 

Sweden. And it didn’t happen but this was what they told us. They took our names and – 

 

Q: And that was March 45. 

 

A: No it was April, April 45. Then one day we were lined up again and put on trains again.  But 

this time we received two people a parcel of the Red Cross from the magazine. 

 

Q: From the warehouse. 

 

A: Two people a parcel. You can’t imagine what this meant. But unfortunately I see people 

didn’t last more than a day or two, because the hunger was so immense but what I put my hand 

on first couldn’t be the butter, you know the butter or something so they stuffed themselves. You 

can’t imagine what if you stuff yourself fat 

 

Q: How did you deal with it, you and your friend. 

 

A: You see my friend was in a terrible state already. This is a friend who died. He couldn’t 

swallow even anything.  And I was from, and mostly all, the majority of us handled it very well. 

We realized we didn’t eat the cheese. They were drinking chocolate. We mixed it up with water 

and the biscuit we ate the chocolate. Cigarette, the Pall Mall we exchanged for bread. You see so 

we coped, we coped with it. And we were sent on the train. Then when we were sent, we were 

traveling and traveling again til we came to a camp. It was called Vebele, Vebele. This was the 

last camp. And in this camp there was already Yugoslavs there and on arrival all the parcels what 

we had left, they vanished. It was so we couldn’t protect it. It was impossible. And they could 

save us all, hunger. And over a thousand bodies was lying around there in state of decay. 

 

Q: A Jewish camp, no mixed camp? 
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A: It was mixed, it was a mix and this camp it’s hard to believe was not a finished camp. It was 

partly finished. There were no floors, no doors, no windows and it was what we have heard that 

it was a camp being built for Americans and British.  And British. And they told us for Jews. 

This time of the year of the war, at this time of the war, it was already end of April.  They were 

still building camps. 

 

Q: For the American and British Jews? 

 

A: Jews, yes and that this was already only a hundred kilometers from Berlin. And at this camp I 

was liberated by the Americans. 

 

Q: By the Americans. 

 

A: And being there a few days we didn’t receive anything. My friend was already very, very – 

 

Q: That was before the liberation. 

 

A: This was before the liberation and he was already very, very ill and nothing could be done. He 

couldn’t swallow anything. I assume what I have heard later his stomach was shrunk so, so much 

that he couldn’t take it. Water came back. And this was the first of May. We were loaded on 

trains again and they told us we go to be transported, no transported to another camp.  Well 

fortunately there was nowhere to transport us. You can imagine. The Russians were already 

occupying Berlin and we are over a hundred kilometers away. 

 

Q: And you knew that the Russians occupied Berlin. 

 

A: Oh yes we heard rumors so that for sure we didn’t know but afterwards I knew that Berlin at 

this time was already in the Russians’ hand and that they going to take us again. And we stayed, 

it was dark, night and suddenly they tell us we – they took us off the train. They told us we’re 

going for blankets.  To collect blankets and it was in a forest. So knowing them, what their 
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intentions were that they are going to shoot us.  So my friend stayed on the train because he 

couldn’t move.  Or walk. He couldn’t walk, but I and another few of us who could, we hide in 

the forest because what is the purpose. What for is they going to take us to the forest. And take 

about an hour we started walking back with blankets. How could you figure them out?  With 

blankets. I came back with blankets and in the morning, after second of May we were taken off 

the train and we were told move back into the camp.  We weren’t sure what’s going  to happen. 

We could hear from the distance the, a commotion, we saw planes flying overhead. We knew 

that something is but we didn’t know all, are we going to survive. What are they going to do with 

us.  And then when we looked out into those unmade windows, we saw there were no guards.  

Well, well what we could figure out. So we, a few of us, we again considered what should we do.   

So first we said what we stay put because going out we’ve got time. If the liberation will come so 

it’s all right.  Are we inside or outside? And why, there is a reason.  Because we heard before 

that this happened to other camps. When they did it, they pretended and when the people went to 

the outside they opened up machine guns. So we realized that we got all this time to go out. An 

hour later or two hours if we are free. So we stayed in this unmade barracks and after a few hours 

we realized that this is it. Because it was not far away we heard the commotions, the firing so we 

were sure that it’s not far away. And we went outside. It didn’t take long. And the first thing, one 

thing and a couple of motorcycle soldiers came in. 

 

Q: Americans? 

 

A: Americans and we didn’t expect Americans. The Russians are there so we, how can we 

expect Americans. And it was Americans to our delight. Was Americans. And what those 

Americans saw that’s undescribable. Our joy and then the picture, the reality of the camp. And 

those hardened soldiers and even the commanding officers, all of them break down. They can’t 

realize, seeing over a thousand decaying bodies lying around. And the living are like walking 

corpses, like walking corpses. And they were so outraged that they told us anybody who is able, 

you can do what you want. 

 

Q: With the Germans? 
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A: You can do what you want. They meant the Germans. You can go on the town.  Well and we 

don’t go, we didn’t do it. But the Yugoslavs and some Russians they went on the town and they 

did what they were entitled to do. But we couldn’t do it. We realized that if we will be able to do 

it well we will be murderers too and we were not even at this time of the war knowing what 

happened. We couldn’t bring ourselves to go out to kill in cold blood. 

 

Q: I want to ask you these Yugoslavs and Russians were they prisoners of war or civilians. 

 

A: The Russians were prisoners of war. The Yugoslavs were civilians.  

 

Q: Taken from partisans. 

 

A: From partisans or for slave labors but the Russians, they were – you know I have seen many 

Russian prisoners of war being killed. I have seen even in Birkenau brought in a few thousand 

prisoners of war. We had to go in gypsy camp, we had to go back to the blocks, which was ____   

and the Russians were brought in. they stayed there for a short while. They were mistreated 

enormously, not better than us. They were not treated better than us and then they were taken 

out. Apparently what we heard later is they were killed. 

 

Q: Could you tell us what do you think contributed to your survival and what, how did the past 

influence your attitude to life later? 

 

A: Well what contributed to my survival was my will to survive because it was very important 

and it was installed in my, in me even as a young kid that you never give in to oppression. You 

fight oppression with everything you’ve got. Never give in and this is what I did in the ghetto. I 

did it even before the war. When I did not run from trouble, from anti-Semitic trouble.  I faced it 

head on. By the Nazis, by the occupation of the Nazis, I couldn’t fight it in a physical sense. I 

had to fight it what was at my disposal at the time.  Trying to help others, to realize that life has 

to go on. We had to survive, do everything possible to survive because if not that our race, the 

Jewish race will be extinct because this was the aim of the Nazis. So we did everything what we 

could. I did pretty to somebody else, I had to be in the foreground of it. I had to show the way 
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and I did it.  And I couldn’t do otherwise because to this day, I am no different than them, 

because most important is to survive as a human being and as a Jew. Because well otherwise it’s 

not worth living. To me life is beautiful. And I didn’t want to have those all sacrifices but it was 

forced on us. We had no choice. And here I am.  Even to this day, even to this day I’m doing 

what I did before, trying to enlighten others. 

 

Q: And is this the purpose behind your giving this testimony? 

 

A: And this is the purpose of giving the testimony because many people that couldn’t, were not 

able to talk for 40 or more years. I was not one of them. I realized right away when I was 

liberated that the legacy of my family, the legacy of the innocent Jewish victims is that we 

should not keep silent. We should tell the world what happened and be a witness that anything 

like this will never be possible to repeat itself.  First against us Jews and against anybody else.  

And we see what is happening now. And that one consolation for me is when I see even 

Germany now when the neo-Nazis are rising their ugly heads when there is hundreds of them 

demonstrating against them demonstrate hundreds of thousands of people. But considering in all 

German cities, it’s millions of Germans and others demonstrate against them. So as long as we 

are able to assist in it, I will be a part Jew and a part human being. 

 

Q: Thank you. This is the message that you give to school children. 

 

A: Yes I am giving to school children when I talk to them, grownups, visitors to the center and 

this message I am giving to my own children and I hope I will give it to my grandchildren. 

 

Q: Thank you very much. 

 

(end) 
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