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Summary 
 
Jack Unikowski was born January 8, 1926 in Kalisz, Poland. His father, Yehudin, was from a town 
in Eastern Poland, his mother, Kaiya (née Abrahamovich) died at the birth of his sister before 
the war. At four years old, when Jack’s father remarried, Jack and his older brother were raised 
in an orphanage, while his step-mother raised his younger brother and sister. Jack’s father was 
dissuaded from removing his children from the orphanage as financial hardship would have 
constrained his children’s education.   
 
Jack has happy early members of the orphanage but when a strictly religious, unmarried rabbi 
took over, Jack was only openly berated and beaten along with other children. Jack was raised 
primarily speaking Yiddish. He was vaguely aware of the danger posed by Hitler’s rise, and faults 
Jewish leaders for not believing Nazis would do what they’d promised.  
 
Jack’s has clear memories of his experiences when the war first started on September 3, 1939. 
He left the orphanage in Kalisz with his brother and 15 other boys the next day without a 
specific destination, but eventually headed for Łódź. In Spring 1942, they met Chaim Rufkowski, 
who, though ultimately found to be a collaborator, helped them find shelter and organized 
many of their activities within the ghetto. In 1943, his brother died from an illness. He describes 
the role of the Judenrat. Jack also describes multiple cases where people retained their 
humanity in the face of severe cruelty and deprivation in the ghetto as well as later experiences 
in Birkenau and Auschwitz.   
 
Jack stayed in Birkenau for only ten days, and was then marched to Auschwitz. Birkenau had 
the gas chambers, not Auschwitz, which was the name for a network of camps. In January, 1945 
the prisoners were evacuated on a brutal march as Russian troops approached. They were 
moved by train to Buchenwald, where they were told on arrival no one would be sent to a gas 
chamber. In April, 1945, an American tank, driven by a “Negro” soldier, the first he’d ever seen, 
entered and liberated the camp.  
 
Jack provides his opinion that it’s not beyond belief that the Holocaust could happen again in 
other countries or to other peoples.  
 
Jack was sent to a French orphanage in May and then moved to Australia in January, 1949. He 
arrived in Sydney and then on to Melbourne. He married a woman who had survived the war in 
a convent, and they had two sons, one of whom lives in Israel.  
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