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Summary 
 
Tzipora Landau  
Name: Feigela Landau nee Orzechowska 
Born in a small town near Vilna named Kiemieliszki in Poland (now Kamelishki, Belarus) 
Born: 25 April 1926  
Father, Yossel and Mother, Qualis 
Grandmother was Gittel Strpulkus (1:17) 
Three girls and brother, Moshe was killed with the partisans near Vilna with Abba Kovner, 
sisters Reya and Genia live in Israel 
happy childhood, went to Polish school and a private Jewish tutor at home 
Jewish home 
Parents and grandparents from Vilna, moved to Kiemieliszki because of father’s business as a 
wheat dealer, sold to Polish army 
Nice Jewish shtetel 
Moved to Gilvnalkee, (3:30) another shtetel near Vilna, went to Polish school 
Friends were mixed 
Began to feel antisemitism when Hitler came 
Until 1939 stayed in Gilvnalkee and then went to a Russian school until 1941 
Trouble started in 1941 
Brother and sister went to school in Vilna 
1942, moved to the ghetto in Ashmyany, Belarus 
1939 to 1942 did not suffer until Germans came 
Priest told people to bring things to the Jews 
Priest wanted to help the children, mother did not want to give her up 
Liquidated the ghetto six months later and sent to Lithuania by the Germans 
Jewish policemen, Judenreith, Jewish kapos 
(12:16) sent to working camp Kashuta  
Brother ran away to partisans 
She peeled potatoes in kitchen, parents went to work 
1943 to 1944, Russians came so Germans moved them to the ghetto in Siauliai, Lithuania 
1944, Then to concentration camp Stutthof 
Then went taken further north when Russians were getting closer 
In concentration camp were Russian girls who were worse than the Germans 
Father killed; his job in the camp had been to take the gold from the teeth 
German soldier that had been bribed warned that her brother was in danger, killed because he 
was dressed in a German uniform and they wanted his clothing and boots 
Germans took brother’s body to Kaiserwald in Latvia 
Selection in Stutthof.  
Children pushed under electric wire to be killed 
Worked in the bunkers, lived in bunkers, terrible  
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In cell with all the girls, asked to sing a Yiddish rhyme, guard took her, told her to run and gave 
her bread and sausage, next day all the girls were beaten up, this guard seemed to watch over 
her and she was not eaten 
when Russians came near, the guards made them walk for two weeks to the river, many 
drowned, told them to stand up and shot the people, she was not shot but ran towards a lamp 
and found a house. Polish woman said she did not look Jewish and would hide her, went back 
to camp to get her sister, came back with three others, Polish woman told them where to hide 
in an empty house.  Polish lady came with her cousin Conrad and said she would take her in, 
three others went with Conrad.  
Germans came back, and told the towns people to leave their houses and go to the church,  
About two weeks later the Russians arrived, the Germans were killed 
Russians told them to go home to their houses, Russian soldier came to her house in the middle 
of the night and said she is a Jewish girl, Russian soldier took her where the Jewish children 
were, found out sister was there 
Husband of the Polish woman was a big Nazi as was Conrad, they wanted to take care of her to 
look good 
Then Russians told them to go home, she went to Ashmyany, a few Jews were there, stayed 
with friends there 
Learned another sister was alive at another shtetel, went to see the priest from before the war 
Priest took her to Bialystok, all the Jews were killed there but priest hid her under his robes 
Three sisters went to Mizrachi in Bialystok, Mrs. Pollack took care of them, stayed there March 
or April,1946, then taken to Steichen, Germany (45:46)  
Told them they were going away from there, went to Hessisch Lichtenau, Germany by Kassel 
(46:56)  
Friend signed there were German Jews, Polish Jews could not leave (48:18) 
Saga Ravinovich, girl she met, (50:02) with fiancé Greihksha, said she was getting married and 
she should get married too, knew Dalik for one day.  Then left for Palestine on ship Ben Hecht 
was stopped by British and had to go to Cypress, daughter Frieda was born in Cypress, 1947 got 
to Palestine in Beta Tikvah 
Came to visit family in Australia and stayed. 
Mother died week before war ended, typhus 
She will never forget what happened,  
As a young girl she lived by always looking to tomorrow, also had a lot of luck 
Nice children and grandchildren, happy with her life in Australia 
Photo taken in 1946, in Germany 
Message to children and grandchildren, always remember their grandmother, that she loves all 
of them, they are her life 
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