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Summary 
 
Alice Plesser was born on 10 November 1941 in a small railway station (name of station stated, 
but could not understand) near Baikonur, Kazakhstan. 
Her recollection of the war comes from the stories of her grandmother Haiyabeyla Storovna 
(uncertain transcription of name). On 22 June 1941, Hitler invaded Soviet Russia. At the time, 
her family was living in Odessa, Ukraine. In Odessa, her family was protected by the chief of 
police from any pogroms. Approximately 60% of Odessa was Jewish at the time, according to 
Alice. Her great-uncle Moisha worked at the Odessa port and placed them on the last ship to 
evacuate in September 1941. Her father volunteered for the Red Army after their ship arrived 
in Sevastopol. The remainder of her family, 15 of them, took the train from Sevastopol 
eastwards to Arys, Kazakhstan. Alice was born during a stop near Baikonur. The youngest of her 
older sisters, Norichka (uncertain transcription), died of pneumonia on 18 November 1941 and 
the eldest, Silyechka (uncertain transcription), died of meningitis on 20 November 1941 in Arys. 
After staying three weeks in Arys, they took the train to Tashkent, Uzbekistan. During their time 
there, members of her family died over the war to illnesses until it was just her great aunt, her 
mother, and her. In November 1943, they received a letter from her father that he was alive 
and in the hospital after being missing in action. Her mother responded asking for him to come 
to collect her family before they died. Her family home of Odessa was liberated 10 April 1944. 
In September 1944, her father received leave of absence to go to his family in Tashkent. Her 
father had joined the Communist Party just before the Battle of Kursk in July 1943. Her 
remaining family traveled back to Odessa in October 1944. She recalls stories she heard of Jews 
in Odessa during the Romanian occupation. She recalls her experiences with anti-Semitism in 
Soviet Russia after the war and how her and her family were involved with the Communist 
Party and wartime resistance. She recalls her family’s reaction to the 1948 declaration of the 
Soviet support of the creation of Israel. She became a vice principal to an international boarding 
school for children of high ranking Soviet and Warsaw Pact officers. She, her husband and son 
left the Soviet Union in about 1964 and stayed In Vienna and Rome for a time before moving to 
Australia. She is uncertain if Khrushchev or Brezhnev was in power when she left.  
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