
Blima Frenkel (nee Gottesman)  Born November 27, 1919 in Piotrokow, Poland.  Married Meyer 
Frenkel (tailor) in 1942 in Piotrokow. 
 
Before the War - Family - two brothers – 3 and 6 years younger than Blima; older brother went 
to Russia; sent to Siberia where he died.  Younger brother died at end of war.  Father owned 
fabric company; mother worked there.  Blima stopped school at 14 to manage house.  Other 
family – Mother had 3 brothers – 2 went to France before war; at least one survived and moved 
to Canada; one went to Russia.  Father’s mother lived with his sister – died at Treblinka.  Blima’s 
mother shot in Piotrokow. Father died at Treblinka. 
 
War Years – Piotrokow fell two weeks after war began.  Ghetto formed; Selections started in 
1942 – Blima’s husband had work card, she didn’t.  Called for selection; went on for 7 days.  
Blima escaped from holding area. Was in hiding – helped by brother-in-law who knew when 
selections were.  Beginning of 1943, one of last transports; she goes and her husband comes 
with her.  Sent to Beligen (could not find a camp by this name, but she did mention this) There 
for 1.5 years.  Husband also there.  As Russians got closer, everyone moved to Auschwitz. There 
for about two months then, as Russians approached, went to Kratzau (subcamp of Gross-
Rosen).  Liberated by Russians at the beginning of May 1945.  Very sick when liberated; 
weighed 30 Kg.  Husband at Mauthausen; liberated in April 1945. 
 
After the War – Went back to Poland to find husband.  Together went to Bergen-Belsen.  There 
for a year.  Then went to Paris; lived there for 4+ years; son born there in 1949.  Left in 1951; 
went straight to Melbourne.  Daughter born in 1959.   
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