
Semyon Shamrakov, interviewed November 11, 1996 
 
 Semyon Shamrakov was born 15 April 1929 in Pervomaisk (present-day Ukraine). 
His father died during the famine in 1933. His mother Polina (neé Serebritskaya) was a 
salesclerk. He had a younger brother Efim. According to Semyon, there were many Jews 
in Pervomaisk, especially in the Bogopole District. Semyon’s uncle worked at a Jewish 
collective farm. Semyon went to school in the nearby town of Ivanovka. According to 
Semyon, Jewish-Ukrainian relations before the war were not bad. 
 The Germans arrived in Pervomaisk in August 1941. Executions began within a 
week. Communist Party members were hung. Jews, including Semyon’s uncle, were 
ordered to come to a church, then driven out of town and shot. In December his mother 
was taken away and shot. Most of the Jews of the Bogopole district were killed. Semyon 
says that the perpetrators of these and other executions were Ukrainians.  
 Semyon describes a life on the run. He and his brother were apprehended 
several times by the police and managed to escape. In 1942 they spent 6 months at the 
Mechetka camp, near Pervomaisk before breaking through the barbed wire and running 
back to Pervomaisk. A Russian took them home, but a neighbor realized they were Jews. 
In the winter 1942-43, Semyon was caught again and sent to Bogdanovka where he 
worked on a farm. In 1943, Semyon was put on trial in Taraspol [presumably for running 
away from captivity] and sent to another camp to dig trenches. He ran away again and 
in March 1944 returned to Pervomaisk, at about the time it was liberated by the Soviet 
army. 
 After the war, another uncle book Semyon and Efim to Odessa, and Semyon 
attended vocational school. He met his future wife who spent the war in the evacuation 
[he does not say where]. 
 Semyon concludes that during the war a lot of people helped him and gave him 
food, otherwise he would not have survived. 
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