
Oral History: Sara Kolber, 12/26/1995  

 

Sara Kolber, born in Krakow, Poland on December 3, 1910, describes: her mother, Jeanette née 
Kneper*, her grandparents [shows several family photos, newspaper articles and memorabilia], 
her two brothers, born in 1904 and 1908, and her father, a rabbi in Krakow; attending both 
Jewish and normal schools; marrying in 1933; having an observant, but not particularly 
orthodox, Jewish life; speaking Polish in the home; almost all of her friends being Jewish; not 
having a large extended family in Krakow; her family being ardent Zionists; a relatively 
cosmopolitan life among Jews in Krakow; attending university for two years until her marriage, 
in 1933; an anti-Semitic environment at university; living with her husband, a chemical 
engineer, in the Sudetenland between 1933 and 1939; her family moving to Vilna after the 
outbreak of the war, but she moving with a daughter, Eva, to live with her grandparents in 
Przemysl, where she was later joined by her husband; Jews being executed and forced into 
labor in Przemysl; in 1940, moving in with cousins in Lemberg, where they lived fairly well; in 
1941, being seized by Russian soldiers, along with her husband and daughter, but not her 
cousins, and transported by train into the Urals, being given basic housing in a forest while the 
men were taken away to work; living comfortably but not seeing her husband for a year and a 
half; being taken by ship to Astrakhan, then by train to Kogon, and then to nearby Bukhara, 
where conditions were harsh with disease and lack of food; she and her daughter becoming 
seriously ill; not being aware of what was occurring in Poland; finding out only later that her 
entire family had perished, with only she, her husband, and her daughter surviving; remaining 
in Bukhara from 1943 to 1946; returning to Krakow in 1946 but not being able to find a place to 
live; moving to Bytom*; giving birth to a son in 1946; encountering anti-Semitism in Bytom; in 
January 1949, immigrating to Australia, via Paris, with her husband, daughter, and son; being 
well received in Australia and making a good life.  

 

*Transliteration as heard. 
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