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Mikhail Borisovich Minkovich, interviewed July 26, 1999 
Summary by: Joseph Bradley 
 
 Born 27 February 1927 in Polotsk, Vitebsk oblast, Belorussian SSR, on the Dvina River near the 
Polish border. Parents, Boris and Haiweh (?) also born in Polotsk. Boris worked at a distillery run by 
Grigorii Trevski. Mikhail had an older brother, born in 1923. The family lived well, owned their own 
house, went to synagogue and observed Jewish traditions. They spoke Russian at home, and 
Mikhail went to a Russian school. 
 When the war broke out in 1939, there were many Jewish refugees from Poland, including 
several paternal uncles. One uncle moved to Vilno; his son (Boris’s cousin) moved to Leningrad 
where he was killed during the war, and his daughter moved to Minsk.  
 When the Germans invaded the USSR in 1941, Mikhail’s family went to a village, Sukhoi Bor, 
which was soon surrounded by Germans. Mikhail was taken away, along with the village’s horses, 
but he escaped and ran home. The family returned to Polotsk; the Germans forced his brother was 
forced to work. The Germans also rounded up young people and then shot them. Two weeks after 
the Germans arrived, they established the Polotsk ghetto in the center of town. The ghetto chief 
was named [Abram] Sherman. A second ghetto was created near a brick factory at the edge of 
town. Mikhail describes living conditions in this ghetto as well as frequent searches and roundups.  

Later in the interview, Mikhail describes how after the war in 1945 he helped the Soviet 
secret police identify a German SS man named Meier who rounded up and executed Jews in 
Polotsk; Meier was tried and sentenced to death. Mikhail also helped identify a Polotsk policeman, 
Shastidko who was tried in 1964 and sentenced to 15 years. 
 One ghetto roundup was on November 21, 1941. Some 5,000 Jews were sent toward the 
village of Baraukho [Borovuha]. The family heard shots and realized that they were headed for 
execution. At the entrance to a forest, they saw pits and executioners. Mikhail broke away from his 
mother; later he saw his parents fall into the pit. Anyone who tried to escape was shot. Mikhail 
tried to hide, but a policeman saw him. Mikhail ran into the forest and then to a mill where he 
knew one of his father’s friends, a man named Melkovski. Then he went to the village Svolna for 
five days but could not stay. In January 1942 he stayed with Iosif Blakhman, another friend of his 
father’s. The Germans had not reached all the shtetls yet, and people had not heard what had 
happened in Polotsk. But rumors started that executioners were coming to all the shtetls, so 
Mikhail went back to Svolna and stayed with Lulia Sobolevskaya, whose husband was at the front 
(March-April, 1942). He got typhus and recovered. He lived in fear of being recognized as a Jew 
[although elsewhere in the interview he comments that when he was a boy he did not look Jewish].  
 In the summer of 1942, partisans came, and Mikhail worked for them. He remembers some 
Jewish names in his partisan detachment: Misha Shinkman, Misha Tsenklin, and the brigade 
commissar Leisman. He lived in dugouts in the forest. In 1944 he finally met up with the Soviet 
army. 
 After the war, he moved to Leningrad where he met his wife in 1947. He later served in the 
Soviet army. He emigrated in 1992.  
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