
RG-50.407.0150 
Summary 
 
Anne Handelsmann born in May 1, 1938 in Békéscsaba, Hungary with one brother 4 years older, 
to parents, Jozsef Braun and Rozalia (née Kohn). Her maternal grandparents were Orthodox 
bearing 15 children, 5 of whom died as infants. Anne’s father sold cars for a relative. Her 
brother died accidently soon after her birth and her parents moved to Tótkomlós where her 
paternal grandparents lived; her father started a shoe factory there. In 1941, her father was 
called up by the Hungarian army which was allied with Germany. He was soon transferred to a 
Jewish forced labor battalion which was very badly treated. With the advent of anti-Jewish laws 
and the absence of her father, Anne’s mother had to move back in with her parents in 
Tótkomlós.  Relations with her neighboring Slovaks were good as they were also a minority 
among the predominant Hungarians, who were more outwardly anti-Semitic.  
 
Her father, when on leave, related to her family the cruelty of the Hungarian and German 
officers against their own troops and surrounding populace, especially as they retreated. Anne’s 
mother and others in the Jewish community, mostly women and children since most men were 
in forced labor camps, hesitated to leave Hungary as the war hadn’t reached them yet until the 
Germans invaded in 1944. In Spring 1944, Tótkomlós set up a single large house to serve as a 
ghetto for about six weeks. On her first day there, she remembers a workman painting white 
her room’s single window and the world turning hazy and symbolically representing their plight. 
Her mother was about eight months pregnant.  
 
In June, her family (her mother, cousin, aunt and her aunt’s mother) was sent on to various 
camps as the Germans closed various ghettoes. While in transit to Auschwitz, Dr. Erich Kassner 
ransomed a select group of notable Jews. That select group was mistakenly sent on to 
Auschwitz while Anne’s train was instead diverted back towards Austria. Her grandmother’s 
photo (Berta Schwarze), taken on May 28, 1944, is shown on the cover of an Auschwitz album. 
They disembarked in Strassel (?), Austria where they were kept to exchange periodically with 
the Allies. Her family went to holding camp Gerasdorf. Her mother’s new child, Veronica, was 
born at a Vienna hospital on July 25. Her doctor advised her to stay in the hospital to take care 
of her new child, but her mother returned to the camp to care for Anne as well. Her mother 
tried to return to the hospital with Anne, but she was denied until the doctor’s mistress 
intervened on her behalf. While her mother worked in the hospital, Anne was in an orphanage, 
separated but in the same building, and treated relatively well. Her aunt and her family were 
sent on to perish in Bergen-Belsen, but the female manager (“Tante Bella” or “Auntie Bella”) of 
the facility interceded to prevent the Gestapo from sending Anne’s family there. Air raids often 
buffeted the facility, but the conditions, despite lice and malnutrition, was better than in the 
labor camp. She felt happy and secure in the company of her mother. 
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The Russians liberated the facility. Her family’s initial attempt to return to Hungary failed, when 
Anne’s mother refused to flirt with a Russian truck driver in return. A Bulgarian officer then 
drove them to Sopron, Hungary where Anne’s aunt lived, but she had had been deported to her 
death.  
 
They returned home via Budapest on May 1, 1945 and mistook May Day celebrations as a 
celebration of her birthday and return. Some money for transit expenses was covered by Jewish 
organizations and the Red Cross. They saw her uncle (mother’s sister’s husband), learning that 
Anne’s father had returned to the family home; they met up with him once they crossed the 
Tisza River near Buj. Anne’s sister, Veronica, died shortly after returning, perhaps of typhoid. 
Her parents had another child, a son, Alex, two years later with the same birthday as her 
departed sister, July 25.  
 
They remained in Hungary for a while as her father’s mother had returned from Bergen-Belsen, 
as had her aunt and two sons, which was the first she learned of the concentration camps. They 
remained for six years and then went to Makó, living in a Jewish co-operative. She worked 
there at a factory, but was not allowed a vacation as her family was considered bourgeois.  
 
Her family left after the 1956 revolution when they saw a rise in anti-Semitism, and escaped via 
Austria after two separate unsuccessful attempts to Australia to join her mother’s brother. She 
married her husband, Peter, and started various businesses while having a daughter and a son. 
She returned to visit Hungary once in 1980 and to Tótkomlós.  
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