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Motel Mindelis 
 
He was born around 1932, in Kodem Odessa region, Ukrain. 
His father’s name was Mindelis Yakov, born on 1898; his mother- Mindelis Shiva was born in 
1901. 
 
His mother came from Vinniza region, village Krizhopol. She came from the family that lost 
everything to collectivization. 
His father was a jeweler, his grandfather was a very successful business man. His grandmother 
and from a family that owned a very well known winery. 
His father from Peschnka, near Vinniza.  
 
His parents settled in Kodem, it was predominantly Jewish settlement. 
He has one brother now who lives in Germany. 
He had younger sisters who died as children due to the accident. His younger brother also died 
as a result of accident in the kitchen. 
 
The grandfather died in 1940, his grandmother died during the war. 
Before the war his father became a watch master. His mother became a teacher who taught 
Russian language. 
He started school before the war in the the Ukrainian school.  
His family was very educated, his mother knew Hebrew, she learned Hebrew in Jewish school in 
Balta. In Balta his mother was a member of Jewish Zionist organization. 
His mother was in prison for several months for her activities. 
His grandparents were religious Jews. When he lived in the Ghetto. In his home everybody 
spoke Yiddish. 
 
Motl speaks Rumanian language, Ukrainian, and several others. 
His family always celebrated Jewish holidays, even in Ghetto. 
Before the war there was a house that was used as synagogue. 
It was impossible to keep kosher at that time. 
His parents used to send him to a special butcher to get kosher meat. 
At home they spoke Yiddish, but he was fluent in Russian. 
As a child he played with everybody. 
Russian people who lived in the same village used derogatory condescending language when 
they talked about Jews. 
In school he didn’t have any problems. 
His parents bought a bigger house 9 months before the beginning of the war. 
 
His parents heard about the war in Europe They knew about the Finland war. 
Motl remembered that the war was announced on the radio by Molotov and then Stalin, it was 
June 21 1941. 
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In two - three weeks Germans started bombing their village and they were trying to evacuate 
on wagons, as they couldn’t get train tickets. 
His father wasn't drafted because, he was supposed organize anti-nazi resistance. His family 
and others tried to cross Dnepr, but the bridge was bombed in front of them, people were 
killed, many drowned, and they had to turn around and go back to their village.  
 
He remembered Germans, they were dressed very well. Germans took everything from Jews, 
they also distributed Jewish belongings among Russians and Ukrainians. 
Other people treated Jewish people terribly, Ukrainians, robbed and beat up Jews.  
 Jews were mandated to wear yellow stars on the front and on the shoulders. 
 
One day in December of 1941 all Jews were ordered out of the homes and marched like they 
were cattle. Germans gathered Jews from several villages. They were convoyed first by 
Germans, then by Ukrainians. It lasted bout 3 months and then they let people go home; many 
died.  
By that time their house was destroyed, they moved with his aunt. 
One day in the winter they were gathered and sent to the ditch to be killed. There were more 
then 800 people sent to be shot that night. Motl ran from the ditch, but he separated from his 
mother and younger brothers.  
 
He remembered that he walked for many days and ended up in a village Pereshnaya, 5-6 
kilometers away. He walked towards a house, and a Russian woman let him in, she first thought 
that it was her son. Her husband was paralyzed, they were very poor. She hid him for 3 days 
gave him food Nd clothes. When her son in law saw Motl he threatened the woman, and she 
asked him to leave. 
 
Motl walked for two- three months. He was captured by Germans and sent to Pechora 
concentration camp. He was there for 2 days and he ran away through the fence. He wanted to 
get to Peschanka. People were giving him pieces of food, and let him stay overnight. He then 
entered village Narovka and asked about people in Peschanka. He was told that all Jews were 
burned there.  
 
He ended up in Chechelnik Ghetto. He went to the house where his uncle supposed to live and 
he reunited with his mother. His father was killed by Germans. His family tried to hide him, but 
he was apprehended by Germans and with other people he was moved to Varvarovka. 
He was able to escape again and went back. His mother hid him in the grave. 
All ditches and the river were full of dead bodies. He remembered the incident when Germans 
pulled a young girl apart.  
He witnessed many episodes of cruelty perpetrated by Germans against Jews, even against 
infants who were killed in front of their mothers. He starved all the time, he witnessed terrible 
atrocities that no human could have imagined possible. He remembered that Romanian police 
was much more kinder then Germans, they sometimes gave him leftovers. Italians were the 
best they never took part in any shootings, they were very sympathetic. Local Ukrainians 
usually tried to help Jews, they hid Jewish children, who lost their parents. 
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Zherbin and Shulka had high positions in the communist party in Kodem, they worked for 
Germans, but when Germans left they were hung for collaboration with Germans. 
 
The occupation lasted 3 years. His mother and all her relatives survived. He had connections 
with Jewish partisans who gave him information about movements on the front. Once Jews 
were gathered to be killed, but a German general came and let them all go back home. When 
the village was liberated and they were gathered on the main square he saw a familiar face, the 
face of the “general”, who was a partisan; he became one of the members of Ukrainian 
Government.  
 
After liberation his family stayed in Chechelnik. One of his brothers died as a result of the fire 
accident in 1944, he was about 10 years old. 
Motl went to school and he worked as a construction worker.  
After the war he experienced anti-semitism. He was drafted into the army in 50s, he was sent 
to Kamchatka. Then he returned home because he wanted to be near his mother, he loved her 
dearly. He got married in 1957. His wife lost her parents during the war; her father and older 
brother were killed at the front, other members of the family died in camps. She ended up in 
the orphanage in Balta. His dream was to give his children education and he with his family 
moved to Odessa in 70s. 
Later his wife found uncles in America and she visited them for 1 month. He was afraid to move 
to America. 
 
In Odessa they were able to get matzah, they always celebrated Jewish holidays. 
He knew about Israel. He was always spiritually and emotionally connected to Israel. He was 
always listening to the Voice of America. 
Motl’s mother died in 1964, she was sick for 6 months. His wife took grate care of his mother. 
His brother had a summer house near Black Sea. He used to go there help his brother. 
 
He and his family never received any compensations for suffering during the war, for living in 
Ghetto.  
His younger brother moved to Odessa right after the end of the war, he got married. He 
immigrated to Germany 4 years ago. 
 
His daughter with her husband moved to Australia and he with his wife immigrated later. 
And finally their son was able to immigrate to Australia. 
Adjustment to Australia wasn’t easy, but he is very grateful to the country and to Australian 
people. He goes to synagog and prays everyday.  
 
 Motl believes that it was his destiny to survive the war. The majority of his childhood friends 
perished during the war. A lot of Jews more then 70% left Odessa in recent years. 
Motl said, that it is not possible to live without hope and believing in God gave him power to 
survive. Every person has his own hope. 
He wanted to give this interview to help people to understand that period in history, to help 
people to learn about their lives. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




