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He was born 4/6/1935 in Yassi, Romania. 
His father was born in Soroki, Moldavia, he had 4 brothers and 2 sisters. Only one of person - 
father’s sister survived the Nazi, because, she immigrated to Israel in 1936. 
His parents married in 1933, they had a small store until Soviets came to Moldavia in 1940. 
His mother’s parents came from Mogilev in 1917, they ran from pogroms, they had a small 
winery. They spoke Russian very well. 
His mother worked as an interpreter from Romanian to Russian.  
His parents settled in Indushan, small place near train station. 
His father died in 1940, before Soviets came to the area. He served in Romanian army, they 
called him communist and beat him to death. Jossif believes that his father was really killed 
because he was Jewish. 
 
His grandparents celebrated Jewish holidays, but they didn’t keep kosher. 
 
 He was 5 years old when war started, he remembers lots of planes and shooting from the 
planes. 
His mouthed was with the group of people who instituted “ no lights” rule to prevent bombing 
of the village. However, Goretskiy did not follow the rule and Goretskiy was arrested.  
During the first days of the war, his mother grabbed him from the street where he was playing , 
put him on her wagon and they drove with other Jews towards Mogilev. His mother left with 
nothing and she was afraid Togo back because Garetskiy was looking for revenge. 
  
Jews were moving towards Odessa, but one day they were surrounded by Germans.He got lost 
in the chaos. He never saw his mother again. Other people, Fanuy and Avru, took him with 
them to Balta, where they sent him to the orphanage, organized in the Ghetto, at the end of 
1941. Balta was occupied by Romanians and Italians. Ghetto was surrounded by barb wire. 
Boys and girls were separated. They slept on wooden bunk beds. They had very little food. Kids 
tried to get something from the Italian kitchen: leftovers, skin from fruit and vegetables. They 
were always bagging; and Jews were always giving orphans some pieces of food. Jews in Ghetto 
worked and made things for Romanian Army. 
Jossef thinks that the orphanage and the Ghetto received some money from Romanian Jews. 
He was there until the end of the war. He remembered that people would come and take older 
children, but he didn’t know what happened to them.( it was done by Red Cross). The situation 
changed towards the end of the war, the security of the Ghetto increased. Italians left and 
Germans came. 
The teacher used to tell them stories in Ukranin, in Yiddish, in Romanin. He learned Russian and 
arithmetics, and Jewish history. 
 
He remembered the arrival of Red Army in the morning, he saw Soviet tanks and solders. 
Germans and Romanians probably left during the night.  
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He was 10 years old and with two other boys they became crunches. They tried to get back to 
Moldavia back to his village, but very soon police found them and put them in the Orphanage in 
Sekuryan where he spent 2 years. It was a big home for 1000 boys. He was treated well, he 
didn’t feel like being Jewish. He remembered black caviar, that came from America. He went to 
Russian school. Children didn’t get much food, so he with other 12 children organized an escape 
from Orphanage. They wanted to go to Stalin and complain to him. They took bed covers, 
towels and other things, but were soon apprehended in Mogilev. One woman saved them while 
they were in the police station, and they were not charged, but redistributed among several 
Orphanages. 
He ended up in Sgoritsa, Moldavia, near Soroki. It was a orphanage for 500 boys. In that place 
he realized that he was treated like a Jew. During the Independence war in Israel, a teacher told 
the class that “ his brothers were fighting”, and other boys called him names; they beat him 
sometimes. There was one more younger Jewish boy.He went to the village school 6 kilometers 
one way, he was in the sixth grade.  
At the end of 50s the administration changed, the new director decided, due to suspicions, to 
send older kids to the agricultural technical school away from the Orphanage, despite of the 
mandatory 7 year education. Jossef was in that group. 
He and other were admitted to that school and they started working in the fir,Ed’s right away. 
The school was in Beltsi.  
 
They were young and were playing in the corn fields; as a result the agriculturalist decided to 
punish them and transferred them to Tiraspol technical school. It was a school with strict 
discipline.In 1953 he graduated that school and became a turner. He was sent to a job in 
Petrushani. He was supposed to work there for 3 years, but was drafted earlier to the Soviet 
army. 
Before going to the army Jossef went to see his future wife, who was also an orphaned. She 
graduate 7th grade, teacher’s school, and worked as a counselor in the orphanage. 
 
In the army he didn’t experience much of anti-semitism, because the wife of his commander 
was Jewish and there were many Jewish officers in his division. In the army he continued to 
work as turner and played in the wind orchestra. The conductor was also Jewish. 
After he completed his service, he got married to the girl that waited for him altogether for 8 
years. He decided to go to Indushan, but didn’t find anybody. He was told that all Jews were 
gathered and killed in Klimautsi. Indushan is about 1 hour by train from Beltsi. He remembered 
the place where they lived before the war and he found one woman- Ursu, she was Romanian, 
and he recognized things from his parents’ house; and she returned everything to him and the 
photographs. She did not know what exactly happened to his grandparents, but she told him 
that all Jews were killed. There is a monument to the victims of fascism. 
 
Jossef and his wife lived in Indushan from 1958 till they immigrated to Australia. 
He worked as a turner at the sugar plant, there were a lot of beets in the area. A lot of wineries 
were destroyed during the period when the Government decided to replace local grapes with 
Yugoslavian grapes, then there was a fight against alcoholism. 
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Then he went to Odessa and graduated from the high technical school, he returned back as a 
manager of the department at the same plant. His wife was the director of regional library. By 
that time Indushan became a regional center. 
 
In 60s there were many Jews in Indushan, all Jews were highly qualified workers and very 
respected. 
As a little boy he spoke Yiddish, then he forgot the language, but when he returned to Indushan 
he started studying Yiddish again. 
 
Jossef has two sons. One day his older 10 year- old son came home and declared that he didn’t 
want to be a Jew anymore. Then Jossef and his wife collected all statistics about Jewish people 
in the gave him information about Jewish people in science, who died as heroes of Soviet Union 
during the war and many other Jewish people who made grate contribution to their country. He 
gave his son facts: out of 5 million Soviet Jews 180 were honored the highest military medals 
while in Moldavia only one out of 5 million people received the same medal; he also listed 
Jewish scientists, actors, writers and other prominent Soviet Jewish people. 
 
His children decided to immigrate in 1991. His older son Mark graduated veterinarian school, 
had apartment, had two children. His younger son went to medical school. Due to antisemitism 
in colleges and universities Jossef and his wife had to “pay” - give a bribe for both admissions, 
because otherwise a Jewish child wouldn’t be accepted. There was a quote for Jews. It wasn’t 
easy to find the person who would take the bribe, that person was a secretary of the 
communist party division at that veterinary school. 
 
Jossef and his wife gave their approval for his sons’ immigration. Mark and his family went to 
Australia because, his wife’s uncle already lived in Australia. Her parents didn’t pass medical 
requirements, she had cancer. Jossef‘s son organized immediate immigration of his in-laws to 
Israel, but she died after 6 months. 
Jossef helped the sister of his daughter- in law to immigrate to Israel. In a couple of years, when 
the war started in Benderi, his younger son with his wife and all other Jews immigrated to Israel 
with the help of Israeli organizations. 
They live in the country side. His daughter in law passed medical exam right away, his son tried 
several times, but couldn’t pass. 
They are already there for 5 years. His son went back to medical school in Israel. He and his wife 
bought a house in Israel. 
 
Jossef and his wife immigrated to Australia in 1993, they waited for approval for one year due 
to health concerns of his wife. 
He feels very good about living in Australia. He would like the Jewish community to work on 
prevention of another Jewish and world tragedy. 
He feels sorry for the country where he grew up, where people worked so hard, but had so little 
comparing to other countries. 
After the fall of Soviet Union, the antisemitism almost disappeared in Moldavia. People didn’t 
want Jews to leave.  
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