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Summary 
 
Naum Plotkin was born in the village Shduditchi in February, 1912.  
His father’s name was Mottel, he was a shoemaker; mother’s name was Olya.  
In the beginning of the World War I Russian tsar made a law of removing all Jews from the area. 
They moved to the village Shchedrin (now in Belarus), about 30 kilometers away. There were 
about 500 Jewish families and very few non-Jewish, the majority of Poland decent. The majority 
of people had small trade shops, many people were involved in transportation. It was not far 
from Bobroysk. 
 
His grandfather was a tailor and a carpenter. His parents had a hard time finding jobs in their 
trades, so they decided to raise cows and sell milk.  
Naum remembered that he went to a Jewish school at the synagogue. 
 
Naum thinks there were about 11 synagogues in their shtetl. The family followed Jewish rules, 
they went to the synagogue and spoke Yiddish. He remembered Saturday prayers. 
 
After the revolution people were very worried about their future. During the World War I and 
then Civil War in 1918-1919 many different Armies and bands occupied their village and they all 
robbed Jewish people, cut the beards, hurt Jewish people physically.  
 
He remembered the story when Polish solders robbed Jewish people, stole their food. 
Germans treated people decently, they had strict rules, but they didn’t hurt anybody, they 
treated Jews very well. They gave people good food. 
During that period his uncle was killed, his grandfather Peritz was killed by local bandits. 
 
During that period Naum continued to attend Jewish school. His father sent him to the best 
Rabi in the shtetl. In about 1920 he and other children were transferred to another Jewish 
school where they also learned Russian language and other subjects. The teacher used a whip 
for discipline. When he was 9 years old his father moved him to a Russian school. He stayed 
there for about five years. He was a poor student, because he had to help his mother as he was 
an older child. Naum wanted to be like his father a cobbler, he worked with his father. They 
made women shoes and sold them in neighboring villages.  
In 1925, he and his father went to Donbas and tried to settle there. He sent Naum to work with 
another a cobbler. Naum had to work 18 hours a day and still was hungry all the time. Naum 
went to Dnepropetrovsk to mother’s brother to learn shoe making trade. He was a real artist. 
He worked with the best materials, he taught him advanced techniques. Naum still decided to 
return home and he went to work for a cobbler, who was a good and a great teacher. It was 
about 1927-28 Naum became a real master. He felt as an independent person he wanted to 
move away from the family. He went to Novo Zibko, to the shoe factory and was hired for a 
very good position. His mother’s brother lived in that town. He was making good money. He 
went to study in a technical school. He liked to listen to the music in the park. Around that time, 
he met a beautiful young woman, who later became his wife.  
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Naum had many problems with his younger brother Boris who became a gambler, lost his 
money, had problems with police. Naum decided to take his brother to Donbas. They both went 
to work to the coal mine, but after. Short period of time they returned to their parents. Later 
Naum and his brother went to Dnepropetrovsk. Naum worked at the shoe repair shop affiliated 
with large plant. He was making good money and his father sent his sister, Rahil. Then his father 
moved to the area.  
 
At that time people suffered from starvation. Naum didn’t starve because he worked and he 
also made extra money by making shoes at home.  
 
Naum returned to Bobruysk, he was making great shoes, he made good money. One day he 
saw the girl he liked before and soon they got married.  
 
He went to work at the forest farm as a loader.  
 
Naum knew about the war in Europe and about Hitler. In 1939 two men from Poland came to 
their place and they told them about German atrocities.  
He had three children and he worked at home, but it was prohibited and he was taken to the 
police station, as one man reported him. He was fined super high fine, but he didn’t have 
money.  
 
During the first days of the war Naum was drafted into the army and he left his young wife with 
three children and his parents.  
 
The Germans started bombing Bobruysk. On the 26th of June his squad had to walk 60 
kilometers without any uniforms to Rogachev.  
 
Naum was involved in many battles, eventually his squad was surrounded by Germans. They 
saw how Germans were hurting and killing Jews. Naum with other solders was able to cross the 
river and reconnected with the Soviet army. Soon after, he was hurt into the head, but he 
stayed with his squad. They were covered by lice. They started moving away from Germans, 
they came to river Desna. In Ozhitsa they met other solders from different squads, they 
couldn’t fight any longer, they had now supply of bullets and they had to surrender.  
He was in a camp with 220 prisoners of war. The villagers brought them food. They walked all 
the way to Kirovograd.  
The Germans were looking for Jews and communists. Naum’s head was covered by blood and 
they didn’t find out that he was Jewish. His friend Lapitskiy protected him. They tried to run 
away, but couldn’t. In Kirovograd they were placed in a large camp on the territory of the 
prison. He saw many Jews in that prison. He saw Jews who had to throw themselves into the 
ditch to die. 
 
One day Naum and Lapitskiy were able to move to the small yard, from which people were 
selected to go to work, but he was separated from his friend.  
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He had dysentery, like everybody. 
One day he was sent to load stone at the airport. It was winter time, very cold, no winter 
clothes.  
Naum decided to try to run away, he was very sick. He was walking calmly towards the gate, he 
heard another boy running and they walked together out of the camp and ran towards the 
village. One old woman gave them bread, another solder decided to return to the camp. Naum 
was all alone walking in the Soviet uniform in the area full of Germans. Eventually he found a 
house where a good woman let him in, she helped him to shave and wash, but he had to leave. 
Naum was totally exhausted, he only walked for 4 kilometers and one man let him stay for a 
night. Next day he left but he took some instruments. Next day he met a woman who invited 
him to stay in her house. She gave him clean clothes, made him special tea and he recovered 
from dysentery. She told him that there was a big group of war prisoners in that village, she 
worked for Germans who were watching them. She helped Naum to get papers for fake name 
of a dead person, that he was officially freed by Germans. The papers were for Kovalenko, 
Adam. He decided to go back to the front. He went from village to village. In one of the villages 
he met a wonderful family, the man made him a heavy coat. He was introduced to several war 
prisoners and he became a leader of the group. He and his friends got some weapons, they 
planned to join the Soviet army, but they were betrayed. The policemen came to the house 
looking for him, but he was able to hide behind the Russian stove. In the morning his friend 
took him to the village 80 km away, but then they heard that the killing squad was coming and 
he had to keep moving from village to village. Once he was caught by a policemen, who didn’t 
like his papers, he took him to the station and told him that they will send him back to the 
Germans. However, he was able to escape, in another village he got new documents. He met 
several men who moved together to the front. However, when they learned about the Battle of 
Stalingrad, Naum and other solders decided to wait for the Soviet Army and organize special 
group of resistiveness. In 1943 Naum joined the army. He was involved in many historical 
battles in Moldova, in Karpati and then in Czechoslovakia he received several Victory Medals 
and orders. 
 
Naum did not encounter many Jewish people during his time. he suggested that people in 
Poland treated Russian soldiers badly, but in Czechoslovakia they were greeted with bread. 
On the way to Prague he learned that the war ended. Later his division was sent to fight 
Benderovtsi. In one of the villages in the West Ukraine he met a bit group of Jews. The rabbi 
told him that they are waiting to be moved to Poland and from there to America or Israel. 
 
Naum didn’t know anything about his family. When he sent an inquiry, he received a letter 
from his father who listed the names of his family who survived. His wife and children 
evacuated to Samarkand, they starved, but survived. 
 
Naum never told anybody that he was in a camp for the prisoners of the war. Even his own 
family. Lapitskiy was captured and sent to Germany and had a hard time after the war. 
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Naum and his family reunited in Bobruysk, life was very hard and in 1952 the family moved to 
Riga. He changed many places, he lived in Feodocia for a while. When Soviet Union opened the 
doors for Jews, his daughter left in 1980, he tried to leave with her, but was refused exit visa 
and had to wait for about 6 years and he went to Australia, then his two sons came to Australia. 
 
Naum wishes that people learn from the history and that Fascism will have no place in any 
country.  
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