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Curt Scharf was born in Vienna on March 16, 1924, and moved to Chernivtsi in 1928, then part of 
Romania. His mother was Pika (?) (born Sagar or Segal?), his father, Herman. His mother’s parents were 
from Chernivitsi, his father’s from Vienna. Curt had one older sister, Rita, born in Prague. He had little 
contact with non-Jews as the town of over 100,000 was over half Jewish. While his family was 
traditional, it was not very religious. His father was managing director of a large knitting factory. He 
attended a private, mostly Jewish high school. 
 
His family was familiar with the political changes arising in Germany. Describing Romania as a very anti-
Semitic country, he says that the local political parties began to echo some of the Nazi’s statements. For 
six weeks in 1938, King Carol allowed an avowed Nazi party to run the country; when his sister was 
married during that period, a Swastika hung on the town hall. His father didn’t feel at home in Romania 
and often spoke of moving to Palestine. Curt’s brother-in-law, a doctor, was called up to the military in 
preparation for a Soviet incursion after Russia occupied part of Poland. Though his father knew that 
Soviet occupation in June, 1940 would create problems for him as a ‘bourgeoisie’, Curt’s brother-in-law 
discouraged him, saying he could keep the family safe. Those Jews who were not economically 
persecuted, as his father was, were happy with the Soviet rule, citing it as not anti-Semitic.  
 
Shortly after Germany attacked Russia with Romania as its ally, the Jews were all labeled Bolsheviks. A 
ghetto was formed with about 30,000 deportees sent to the Trans-Dniester. He heard of no one sent to 
extermination camps. His family stayed in the ghetto for four weeks, then returning home, due to the 
intervention of a Paul Steiner, a business colleague from Transylvania. Though life was not too difficult 
at that point, when the deportations resumed in in 1942, his sister committed suicide. His family 
listened regularly to the BBC. They knew that Jews were treated less harshly in Bucharest, not wearing 
the yellow star for example, with over 100,000 surviving.   
 
His father moved the family to Bucharest in 1944, where upon arrival they were arrested, but 
subsequently released after a bribe. About six weeks later, they arranged boat passage from Constanța 
to Istanbul, where they obtained visas to Palestine, then traveling to Haifa. In 1947, Curt and his parents 
obtained visas to Australia. He met his wife in Australia, a refugee from Germany.  
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