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Summary 
 
Katalin Tyler – Born August 24, 1927, in Berettyóújfalu, Hungary; Father – Leslie Fishbein – 
owned a butcher shop; Mother – Helen – worked in shop. One younger brother – Steven. 
 
Before the War – Katalin went to Jewish school from 1st to 6th grade, then to secular school. 
Spoke Hungarian at home but learned German in school. Grandparents spoke Yiddish. Family –
Orthodox, not much contact with non-Jews, but felt no antisemitism. In 1939, father drafted 
into Hungarian army, but too old so sent home. Felt little effect from the war until April, 1944. 
 
During the War – April 1944, family put in ghetto. Sent to Rumania (36 km from their home). 
Stayed there for 3 to 4 weeks, then shipped to Auschwitz where Katalin was separated from 
mother who was sent to gas chamber. Father sent to work; he died on Death March. In 
Auschwitz from June to August, 1944, but had no work. In August, 1944, Katalin, an aunt, and 
cousin, as part of 75 Hungarian women, were taken to Langenbielau, Germany, (on normal 
trains) where worked in weaving factory. When factory closed, group walked for 3 days in snow 
to Pulsnitz, Germany. Slept in old factory and were forced to dig holes during day. Then sent to 
Görlitz, Germany, till May 8, 1945, when they were liberated by Russians. Stayed in camp for 3 
weeks to regain strength.  
 
After the War – Katalin left camp and traveled to Czechoslovakia, then to Budapest where she 
found a cousin. Went back to Berettyóújfalu because maternal uncle and her brother were 
there. Found her boyfriend, Aaron, there. He had been drafted in Hungarian army and then 
fought with Russian partisans. Stayed in village then moved to Budapest. Husband worked for 
Russians organizing groceries. Her brother was a shoemaker. August, 1949, decided to leave 
Hungary because of Russians. Had to walk across border into Czech. with husband, two babies, 
and young sister-in-law. Then went to Vienna. From there went to Australia. Stayed in 
Hungarian boarding house. Brother found shop and made shoes; Katalin’s husband repaired 
them. 
 
Katalin’s Thoughts – She felt lucky to have survived – hope kept her going - and advises, “Be a 
good Jew, be loyal to Israel. 
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