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Summary 
 
Abram was born in March of1933 in Tulchini in Ukraine. 
His mother’s name was Zoltan, father’s Firshin. 
 
The majority of people in the village were Jews before the war, the rest were primarily 
Ukrainians. He didn’t go got a Jewish school. 
 
He remembers one grandmother on the mother’s side. He also remembers his aunts, their 
husbands died during the war. 
 
Abram’s family didn’t celebrate Jewish holidays, his father used to go to a synagogue. 
His father married his mother when he had three older children, and all together they had 
seven children. 
His family had modest means, because they had many children. They had enough food, they 
wore clothes of older children. 
He finished first grade in May of 1941. 
His father and the older brother were mandated to join the Soviet Army. The brother was 17, 
and he was sent to Asia. His father survived as he had serious health problems. The mother was 
left with 5 children.  
 
He remembered that Soviet army threw bombs before they were retreating. Jewish people 
were afraid of Germans. His father’s sister lived in Poland and in 1940 she moved to their village 
and she told his family about German army.  
 
Tulchini was far away from the train stations, 14 km and 25km, therefore his family couldn’t 
leave. 
Abram’s first memory about the first day of the war was an airplane flying very low shooting 
directly at the people in the village. When Germans came to the village, Ukrainians were 
greeting them with bread and salt - Russian tradition. 
 
He remembered a teacher from his school, Stayanov, became a policemen and he was cruel to 
many Jewish people. Germans were looking for shoes, they were taking what ever they wanted. 
In 2 months Germans left, and Romanians came to the village. Dr. Billetskiy, who tired to save 
Jews, suggested that Jews had typhoid, but Germans gathered Jews in the school building in 
preparation for sending them to camps. Abram did have typhoid, and they put him in the 
hospital. No Jewish doctors, only one Jewish nurse. 
 
He was completely separated, all Jews were gone, other then 28 people who had good 
professions and were allowed to stay in the ghetto. One Russian woman, who knew his family, 
brought him some food around Russian Christmas time. He stayed in the hospital for about two 
months through the winter. After the hospital and Abram and other patients were sent to 
Pechora, to the former sanatorium, where Germans gathered jews from many villages. There 
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were about 30,000.00 Jews. They had no food nor water. People used to get water from river 
Bug, and Germans used to shot people. About 70 Jewish people were dying everyday.  
 
Abram was able to find his mother, two older sisters as his younger brothers died. Romanian 
solders were more sympathetic then Ukrainians. Abram decided to try to snick out to the 
villages nearby to beg for food. He was 9 years old. Sometimes he was able to get some food; 
potatoes, beets. Once he was caught by a policemen. His name was Smetanskiy He had a bet 
and he was bitting him until he was almost dead. They threw him into the infirmary, his head 
was covered in blood he couldn’t walk. 
 
With time he got better, but meanwhile his older sister was sent to the work camp near 
Vinnitsa, his mother and another sister died from starvation. 
 
People didn’t help each other. He was in the camp from 1941 till 1943. He survived because he 
was running from village to village. Many times he was beat up by children from the villages, 
they knew he was a Jew from the camp. At the market he was seen by a German solder, but he 
escaped. He was begging for food going from house to house. In the winter of 1943, he went to 
Bortniki, he knocked on the door of the big house, but a policemen came out and started 
beating him up, he remembered that he took a shot gun and was ready to kill him, but the 
people from the house stopped him. He was able to crawl to the small house at the end of the 
village and nice people helped him and let him stay over night in the barn and they transported 
him back to the camp. 
 
In 1943 Germans came to the camp and started looking for people who were still able to work. 
The majority were ordered to get into the trucks, they were planning to kill them all. 
It was summer of 1943 and Romanian policemen stopped Germans, that is how he survived. 
In the beginning of 1944 they started giving little cups of so called soup. 
In the beginning there were 30 thousand Jews and at the end - 300 Jews in that camp. 
His uncle and his family all died, the aunt from Poland died, father’s brother and his family also 
died. 
Abram remembered the day when big trucks with German SS solders came to the camp and 
gathered all children up to 16 years old. About 100 children. He thought he was going to be 
killed, but they were taken to a different ghetto in Tulchino. For this day he doesn’t know who 
were these people. After 3 days in Tulchino, the same people came to take them to a different 
place. They were taken to Balta, Odesskay region. He stayed there until April of 1945. 
 
He remembered that in Balta orphanage some children were transported abroad, may be to 
Israel, but he wasn’t selected. He knew that one ship was sank Germans and one ship escaped. 
He doesn’t remember who were these people. 
In the orphanage he remembered two Jewish teachers. Some children were 16 years old. 
Some Jews from ghetto used to come to orphanage and picked children to visit their homes. 
 
After the end of the war he stayed in the orphanage for several months and then he left on foot 
-130 kilometers, to the village. Several boys decided to return to Tulchin. They walked for 3 
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days, they stayed in villages. Abram’s house was destroyed. Abram stayed with different 
families, slept in different homes. One Jewish man survived the camps and helped him. He 
didn’t like it and decided to go back to Balta’s orphanage, which was at that time under Soviet 
Government. He didn’t like it there either and he ran away. He hoped to find his relatives that 
evacuated during the war. However, nobody had money or room for him. His aunts tried to 
help him, but no place to stay. Even when his brother and father came to the village in 1948, 
they got married and had no room for him.  
 
Abram started working when he was 12 years old at the shoe factory. His first job was to fix 
nails, then he worked on the assembly line. He received food cards and he rented a room.  
He lived alone, he was buying his own clothes. When he turned 16 he decided to go to 
Kamchatka to make money at the Fishing factory. He decided to stay in Vladivostok he had to 
work as a construction worker, he got hernia, had surgery, but he had to pay back the money 
he received before moving to Vladivostok.  
Then he decided to return to Tulchino to the Shoe factory. He was 18 yers old, he got married in 
1951. He learned to make photographs, and he was going from village to village making 
pictures. When he married he lived with his wife for ten years in her town, then they returned 
to Tulchini. In 1953 he started his mandatory service in the Soviet Army, he worked there as a 
photographer. He only served 8 months due to the health problems.  
 
His older son with his family left for Israel in 1979. He visited his son and he realized that he 
wouldn’t be able to find a job. Abram’s other son immigrated to Australia and he moved with 
him. 
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