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Rosa Cirol (née Sladak) was born in Bialystok on May 22, 1924. Her parents were Israel and 
Esther Sladak (née Kaidan?). She witnessed the sudden shooting execution of her paternal 
grandmother after visiting the Judenrat by an SS officer in the street. Her parents, Joseph and 
Dora, lived in Riga, Latvia. She had a younger brother, Burka. Her father was a furrier, fairly well 
off. They spoke mostly Yiddish at home. Rosa attended a Polish gymnasium. Of her wider 
family, she was the only war survivor.  
 
Rosa first saw the war in 1939 when the Germans came into Bialystok before they relinquished 
control to the Russians. Rosa’s family fled to Zabłudów. Once the larger war started in 1941, 
they returned to Bialystok. Her father fell ill suddenly and died. Shortly afterwards, they moved 
to the ghetto. Though they felt rising hostility from most non-Jews, their existing friends 
remained supportive with food. She described the brutal executions she witnessed. In 
September, 1942, she was caught in a roundup and was deported on a railcar for Auschwitz 
without ever seeing her family again. Her group was separated by gender and age, given cold 
showers, and had their heads shaved and arms tattooed. No blankets were provided until late 
1943. She worked at a hospital for political prisoners at Birkenau. Three times she was selected 
for execution, but a female capo, Alice (from Czechoslovakia) got her off each time.  
 
She was later moved to Birkenau Hospital B. Rosa’s assigned task was collecting and braiding 
hair shorn from gassing victims. Her work station was adjacent to the crematorium permitting 
her a clear visual and aural vantage point for about 5-7 months. Rosa also described the use of 
open-pit crematoria used for children. In 1943, Rosa’s aunt arrived at the camp, her only 
surviving relative; Rosa, as a long-time prisoner, was able to secret extra food to her, but, 
ultimately, her aunt was killed. Alice was able to move Rosa to an SS laundry at Auschwitz, 
which spared her further views of the brutal deaths and the food was better. She also observed 
Dr. Mengele sometimes.  
 
Late in 1944, Rosa and many prisoners were marched out of camp away from advancing 
Russian troops. The SS mistakenly left her and a companion, Frieda, behind after a rest stop 
whereupon she found refuge with a local farm family until the Russians arrived. She witnessed 
frequent rapes and murders by those troops.  
 
Rosa was taken by the Russians to Stuttgart, housed in a camp with other refugees and fed 
adequately until the Americans took over the zone. She met her husband in the camp and 
married in July, 1945, introduced by Frieda who had known him at Auschwitz. His name was 
Zelig from Grodno, Poland. She and her husband went to Italy to prepare to go to Palestine, 
where she had her daughter in 1946, she had her daughter. Instead, they went to Austria until 
1951, and then on to Melbourne.  
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