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Summary 
 
Mira Borisovna Nekritina was born in 1931 in Ukraine, village Osetovka. It was a Jewish 
collective farm, there were about one thousand Jewish people. Her parents worked on the 
farm. Her father: Nekritin Boris Solomonovich, her mother: Sofia Moiseevna. Her mother died 
when she was four years old. She was raised by her second mother Briana Beniaminovna.  
 
Her parents had a house with a large Russian Stove. They had to bring water from a well. They 
didn’t have canalization. They lived well. There were over 100 Jewish families and only three 
Ukrainian families. Parents spoke Yiddish, they had Yiddish theatre, they had a kosher kitchen. 
After the revolution, Jews were allowed to do farming. In the Soviet Union old “forgotten” 
pieces of land were used to establish new Jewish collective farms. Many Poor Jews moved to 
the to those farms and were very successful. Every family had cows and chickens and gardens 
with flowers. They produced enough milk to provide for a big city of Dnepropetrovsk.  
As a child she remembered Hanukkah, she received Hanukkah gifts, and Passover. 
 
Mira went to Ukrainian school in a nearby village, because it was more practical. 
Mira remembered that eventually a Jewish school closed, because there were not enough 
students.  
 
Mira remembered the first day of the war. She stayed with three younger sisters at home when 
a voice of Levitan- a famous Soviet broadcaster, announced “the War Began”. She pushed her 
sisters under the table. When her parents came they were shocked, they heard nothing. Her 
mother remembered Jewish pogroms when she was a child, she was very afraid. Very soon 
many people started moving away, some just walked, others on wagons. 
 
In August of 1941 they saw airplanes and heard bombs. She remembered that the family wasn’t 
sure what to do, some remembered that during the First World War the Germans didn’t hurt 
Jews, but other people heard that this time the Germans treated Jews beady and therefore, the 
family had to move away from occupied territories. Her mother didn’t trust Germans. Her 
mother was helping people, refugees, who were moving through her village; she used to bring 
milk and food to them. On August 8th they were ready to leave, but the grandmother tried to 
convince them not to go. She was later killed. 
People didn’t have any information about the war and the terror of Germans, specifically 
against Jews. The mandatory evacuation was announced for the families of military personnel 
and the leaders of communist party and their families. 
 
All the Jews who stayed in her village and surrounding areas were killed. There were no woods 
around the area, no place to hide. Many Jews she knew were mobilized to the front and were 
killed there. 
  
Her family went towards the railroad, but on the way, they were stopped and a person took 
away their horse with the wagon. Her family moved together with her aunt’s family who had 
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three little children and she was pregnant, and another aunt who had a disability. Her father 
put them on the train that transported coal that was going to the East. They got to the station 
Aleksandrovskaya, Krasnodarskiy region. They had to go to the house of an old Ukrainian 
woman, and they all stayed in one room. After about 3 months, they heard that the Germans 
were coming, and they had to move. But there was no transportation available for civilians. So, 
her father found another train with an open platform with instruments. They ended up in 
Makhachkala. There were crowds of people at the train station. People were infected and 
hungry. Many had typhoid. Her father found a large barn and they stayed there without a roof 
in freezing cold until her father got tickets to Turkestan to Stalinobad. They and other families 
were packed in boxcars. She and her sister were very sick with scarlet fever and they were 
taken to the hospital, while the family went to the last stop. While in the hospital, her younger 
sister died. She spent 1.5 month in the hospital. Eventually the family stayed in Usbeck 
collective farm in the former school building, all 10 people in one room. They had no 
medications, it was very cold and they had little food to eat. First died her aunt’s baby, then 
another child, then another aunt. In 1943 her father decided to move the family to a village 
with a Russian school. She and her siblings went to school. They were moved to the former 
barn, they slept on the floor among rats and mice. 
 
Her father was called for the service to the Soviet Army in 1943 and he was at the Belorussian 
front. His squad was surrounded by Germans. Her father found a way out and saved his squad. 
He was awarded a medal for bravery. 
 
She remembered that they all had malaria, and her mother was taken to the hospital. The 
children took care of themselves. Tadzhik people treated them nicely, gave them food, they had 
a small handmade stove, more like an open fire. When they heard that Ukraine was liberated, 
they starting planning return home and they were helped by another family that gave them 
money for the train tickets. The village was destroyed; their house was damaged and it was 
occupied by a Russian family, that didn’t want to let them in. Her aunt’s house was completely 
destroyed and she who lost her children and her sister had no roof over her head. She 
remembered that people in their house didn’t even allow them to pick up fruit from the tree. 
Soon her father came back and he managed to get their house back as he was a war veteran. 
 
Russian families witnessed the murders of Jews in the village. All Jewish families were shot and 
then thrown into the ditch some dead, some wounded and some fell still alive. 
Only one woman survived. The woman’s name was Eva Ostrovskaya, who was able to crawl 
from under the bodies of dead people. One Russian man, Zinchenko, became a policemen.  
Mira’s teacher of German, who stayed in the village because of her elder parents, Schwartz 
Tatiana Zelmovna, and another teacher Ostrovskay, were both killed. The director of the school 
Kissin Abram Akekseevich was at the front. The Germans ordered his Russian wife to give away 
her sons, who were considered Jewish. Her sons died, but she survived. When her husband 
came home, he didn’t want to live with her. 
 
After the war Mira went to school to the neighboring village. It was very difficult to walk seven 
kilometers, to study in the cold school without books and frozen ink. After the 7th grade she 
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went to Dnepropetrovsk as she was admitted to the financial technical school. After three 
years, she was sent to work to the city Zaporojiey. Her diploma stated that she was a 
 “financial inspector”, after 3 months she was placed in the position of the chief accountant of 
the “saving bank”. She worked there for 3 years and then she married a young man from her 
village. They met while visiting relatives during vacation time. They were writing letters for 4 
years, then in 1952 they got married. Her husband was a veterinarian, had to go to Crimea for 
work and she later joined him. They lived in Crimea for 42 years. They immigrated to Australia 
from Feodocia in November of 1994. They moved with their son and his family. Their daughter 
lives in America. 
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