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Summary 
 
Ian Innear, born in Iaşi, eastern Romania (near Moldova) on January 27, 1932 to Shlomo and 
Adela (née Pilpel [PH]) Markovich describes: a younger sister; growing up in a typical Jewish 
home, though not very religious; his father, a successful businessman; a prosperous family; 
wearing the Juden star as Romania was an early adopter of German Jewish restrictions; being 
harassed by other primary school students and the headmaster being unsympathetic to 
complaints; antisemitism making it difficult to have friends; the Romanian Iron Guard posing as 
Jews and attacking Germans to provoke German actions against Jews; his Jewish neighbors 
being tortured and killed; being very aware of his Jewish heritage; his family being ardent 
Zionists; the creation of a Jewish restricted area—a de facto ghetto not closed to non-Jews—in 
about 1942; his family being forced from their home to live in the ghetto; some men being 
forced to do manual labor; a day of major attacks on Jews (possibly an allusion to the Iaşi 
pogrom in July 1941); two uncles being arrested and sent by cattle car in which many people 
died to a camp in Transnistria, but his father paying bribes to get them released; joining 
Hashomer Hatzair; Romanians being more antisemitic than the Germans; many Jews being 
taken to the eastern front for forced labor, including some from his extended family who were 
never heard from again; believing that if he had had a different type of childhood, he would 
have had a different life; being generally mistrustful, particularly of non-Jews; being very 
connected to Israel; hearing about German reversals at Stalingrad; after the war, immigrating to 
Israel [in 1946, with his sister] while his parents remained in Romania; working on a Kibbutz and 
the defects of socialism (“working as hard as you can for as little as you need”); there being no 
opportunity to escape Romania during the war; being interdicted by the British en route to 
Palestine and interred for a year in Cyprus; arriving in Haifa with his sister; his parents being 
permitted to leave Romania and arriving in Israel; marrying and immigrating to Australia in 
search of an easier life; feeling fortunate to have the freedom to be a Jew in Australia.  
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