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Oral History: Felix Carrady, November 25, 2004 
Summary 

 
Felix Carrady, born in Kobe, Japan, in 1934, to Iraqi parents with British nationality, describes: 
his father, in the import-export business; a mostly Sephardic Jewish community of perhaps a 
couple of hundred; his family moving to Shanghai (then under Japanese control) in November 
1940; after Pearl Harbor, his family being considered to be enemy aliens because of their British 
citizenship; having to wear red armbands and having some possessions confiscated; in 1943, 
foreigners being ordered to report to a Chinese Catholic cathedral in Shanghai, and then taken 
by boat to the walled city of Yang Chow [Yangzhou]; his group—defined as British enemies of 
Japan, not because they were Jews—being placed in internment camps; being in uncomfortable 
quarters—but a “country club” compared to the European concentration camps—together with 
his mother and three older sisters; his father having gone to Bangkok on business just before 
Pearl Harbor and being imprisoned there for six years with no word from him, and believing 
him to be dead; many European Jews in Shanghai who had been sponsored by the consul 
general in Kobe; Japanese refusal of German requests to separate Jews and eventually execute 
them; [responding to a question] while in Kobe, his family and the Jewish community observing 
the sabbath; not recalling any episodes of anti-Semitism, and the Jews being part of a diverse 
international community; being reunited with his father in Shanghai in mid-1946; being sent to 
the U.S. for high school and university (Horace Mann and Swarthmore, where he was a 
classmate of Michael Dukakis); not fully appreciating the extent of the Holocaust until many 
years later; moving to Melbourne in 1973; still feeling very Jewish but no longer practicing. 
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