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Oral History with Moishe Blum, September 4 and 30, 2003 
Summary 
 
Moishe Blum, born December 28, 1919 in Gruszczyce, Poland (moved to small town of Washkiy 
[PH] nearby when six months old), describes: his father, Mayer David Blum, a widower with five 
girls and two boys, and his mother, a widow with four children; his parents having five children 
together; his extended family; [receiving a religious education; an Orthodox and warm family 
life; at 15, moving to Lödz, where he was employed by his uncle in the textile business; 
experiencing frequent antisemitism throughout his youth; observing the curfew imposed on 
Jews when the war started; on March 20, 1940, escaping to Russia, where he was arrested and 
imprisoned for seven months; then being sentenced to three years of manual labor; working in 
the forest, cutting wood; being freed from the camp with a friend (also named Moishe) 
following Polish government intervention; finding a job in an ammunition factory; his friend 
Moishe dying; being released from the factory on the pretext of wanting to join the Polish 
army; in March 1942, finding a job in a flour mill in Irbit (Russia) until approximately September 
1944; knowing nothing of events at home in Poland; encountering constant antisemitism; 
hearing about a pogrom in Kiev; the Polish underground removing Jews from trains and then 
shooting them; returning to Lödz; discovering that most of his family didn’t survive the 
Holocaust; making his way to Paris, where he remained until 1949; arriving in Australia, where 
he had relatives, in May 1949; meeting his wife and having a family; unfortunately, his children 
dying at young ages; still being religiously observant.  
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