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Summary of Interview 
 
Daniel Wurm was born in Essington, Australia, in 1973. Grandfather: Ludwig Wurm was born in Wels, 
Austria, in 1920. 
 
Daniel Wurm primarily recounts the life of his grandfather Ludwig and the effect it had on his own life. 
He said that his grandfather’s experience was printed in 1995 in Awake! magazine, published by 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
 
Ludwig Wurm ran away from home and lived on the streets for a time when he was 14 years old. His 
father was in prison because of his criminal activity, and his stepfather treated him very badly. He was 
eventually given a job as an apprentice boilermaker by a man who took him in. As the Nazi party grew in 
power and influence, Ludwig became attracted to Nazi ideology. He attended a large party rally in 
Nuremberg, Germany, where he met and shook hands with Adolph Hitler. He later recounted that the way 
Hitler looked at him was hypnotic and that his life would never be the same again; from then onward ‘his 
life belonged to that man.’ 
 
When World War II broke out, Ludwig became a sergeant and was sent to fight in France but had to 
return home when he was injured. As he recuperated from his injuries in Austria, he pondered about the 
things he had seen and experienced and wondered what the war was actually supposed to accomplish. 
Ludwig narrowly escaped death when a train that he was riding derailed and most passengers died. For a 
time around 1942/1943, he was assigned as a guard stationed on the perimeter wall at a concentration 
camp. It was his first time at a concentration camp. He was not allowed to mix with either the prisoners or 
the SS Death’s Head guards who, unlike his unit, were directly involved with torturing and killing 
prisoners. He understood why Jews were detained in the camp, but he could not understand why the 
prisoners who wore purple triangles were in the camp. He noticed that they seemed to have a different 
demeanor than the other prisoners; when he enquired as to who they were, he was told that they were 
‘crazy Bibelforscher, labeled as being Communist and an American sect.’ Ludwig was surprised to learn 
that most of the Bibelforscher were German citizens and could be released if only they signed a document 
[renouncing their faith]. Ludwig was later sent to fight on the Russian front and was again severely 
injured when he was shot in the neck and left with shrapnel in his head. For six months, he underwent 
several surgeries without anesthesia and was confined to bed, barely able to move. 
 
At the end of the war, Ludwig was devasted to hear that Hitler had committed suicide and the Nazi 
regime was falling apart. Nazi ideology was what had meant the most to him and what he had devoted his 
life to. Ludwig nearly had a nervous breakdown at the realization that everything that he had been trained 
to believe was, in fact, worthless. As the American military conducted searches for members of the Nazi 
SS, Ludwig’s fiancé kept him hidden at her parents’ home near Linz, Austria. Ludwig met Jehovah’s 
Witnesses when they called at his door and left Bible literature with him. He eventually realized that they 
were the same people known as Bibelforscher who he had seen in the concentration camp. He was very 
interested to read in their literature that as early as 1942 the Witnesses had exposed what was going on in 
the concentration camps, predicted that the Nazi regime would fail, and that the League of Nations would 
rise again. 
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Ludwig had grown up as a Lutheran and felt, as others did, that as a Nazi he was fighting in God’s name. 
In fact, he had a belt buckle which said “Gott mit uns” (God is with us). As a result, when the war ended 
and the Nazi regime failed, Ludwig was completely disillusioned with religion and realized that what he 
had been taught in church was wrong. He wondered why God allowed all of the bad things during the war 
to happen. 
 
The Witnesses intrigued Ludwig because he could see they were different from other religions and he 
wanted to learn more about their beliefs. He understood that he had to undo all of the years of prejudice 
and hatred he had learned and been trained to believe. This was a struggle Ludwig would have for the rest 
of his life, even though he understood that God views all people impartially. Ludwig later emigrated to 
Australia and found work as a boilermaker. His wife worked in an engineering office. Because they found 
that Germans were looked down upon there, he and his wife worked to assimilate into Australian culture. 
 
Ludwig’s grandson Daniel was born in Essington, Australia, in 1973. He was a teenager when he began to 
understand the significance of his grandfather’s experiences in Germany. At school he was taught biology 
and evolution, and went through a stage where he did not believe in a God. He decided to read and travel 
extensively as well as to examine other religions and cultures before deciding whether or not to follow his 
parents’ religion. He was affected when he visited Dachau to see a former concentration camp for 
himself. Daniel knew that he would have to make his own decision as to whether or not to become one of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, although their political neutrality and international brotherhood appealed to him. 
 
Daniel feels a reason for the divisiveness in the world today is that people do not make enough effort to 
understand other people’s religion and culture, even if they do not agree with it. He has met many Jews 
and has tried to understand their viewpoint. He thinks one reason the Holocaust happened was that when 
people—some living in poverty—were promised a better future by Hitler and the Nazis, they were willing 
to sacrifice themselves and believe in the Nazi ideology. Daniel said that he believes that God has allowed 
humans to govern themselves in order to prove that they are incapable of doing so. The result has been 
that man has tried many different forms of government: Communist, Socialist, monarchy, democracy. 
Yet, history is full of accounts of bloodshed and the Holocaust was just one episode. Men like Saddam 
Hussein and Pol Pot were despots who were similar to Hitler. He does not believe that mankind is able to 
successfully rule himself, even with advancing technology. He has seen that people are very selfish and 
assume that material things will make them happy. When that doesn’t work, he observed that they are 
willing to oppress others to achieve their goals. He doesn’t think that God will destroy the physical planet 
Earth along with the problems, but only when God intervenes in man’s affairs and people accept and live 
by God’s elevated principles will conditions improve. 
 
Daniel said that he saw his grandfather Ludwig make a great effort to change his attitude toward others 
despite having been brought up to be intolerant and prejudiced. In retrospect, Daniel has a lot of respect 
for his grandfather and has tried to accept people of different races and religions as equals. He felt that his 
grandfather did his best to leave his family a legacy of peace. He had a real love for people and wanted to 
be loved and accepted by others. That is why Daniel spends time helping people to learn about Jehovah 
God and the Bible hope for a peaceful future. 
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