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Summary 
 
Annita Sharpe (née Szkop) was born in Paris, France in April 1933 to parents who were both 
born in Warsaw, Poland but had been naturalized as French citizens. Her father’s name was 
Charles and her mother’s Galia. Annita had two younger sisters. The family lived in a small 
apartment in the 20th arrondissement in an immigrant, heavily Jewish neighborhood. Her two 
grandmothers and several aunts and uncles and cousins lived nearby. The family spoke Yiddish 
at home but became increasingly acculturated into French culture. Although they strongly 
identified as Jewish, they did not practice religious customs. Annita’s father was a leather 
craftsman, and her mother helped in his shop. The family was poor but had enough to survive, 
and there was a rich, warm family life. Annita felt little antisemitism at school or among her 
neighbor friends, though she recognized that she was “different” in some ways. 
Annita’s father was mobilized into the French army shortly before the war began. When 
Germany invaded France, her mother decided that it was no longer safe to remain in Paris. She, 
her mother and sisters left and lived on a farm for several months. Her father found them after 
being demobilized and they returned to Paris and found a larger apartment near the Paris 
Opera. For a while they were able to live a fairly normal life, and Annita returned to school. But 
she remembers having to wait in long food lines and then being told that she had the wrong 
ticket for food. The family decided not to register as Jews and, therefore, never wore the Yellow 
Star. Nevertheless, Annita’s father was arrested in August 1941 and sent to Drancy. She 
reported that the French guards treated the Jewish inmates terribly. Still, after pleading her 
mother was able to get her father a one- day pass to leave for his mother’s funeral. He never 
attended and was able to escape to the “free” zone. For several months, the rest of the family 
was harassed by French officials over the location of her father. With great difficulty the family 
were also able to escape to the free zone and were able to rent two rooms in a house in a small 
village near Limoges. 
There, her father joined them, and they lived there almost the whole time between 1942 and 
1945. Annita’s father joined the resistance. The local population, made up largely of farmers, 
did not question who they were and no one turned them in. They were able to get food from 
the local farms, and Annita’s father occasionally helped with the harvests. Annita went to 
school. Once she was called a dirty Jew, but in general neither she nor the rest of the family 
were harassed. In 1944, however, Annita’s father and the rest of the family, except for her 
youngest sister who had escaped to a friend’s family, were arrested by the Gestapo, placed in 
prison and recognized as Jews. Her father was placed separately. After several months the 
family, including her father, were released as the Germans were chased out of France. The Red 
Cross was able to join the family with her sister, and the family returned to the village near 
Limoges, much to the surprise of the local population. In 1945 the family returned to Paris but 
were not able to get their old apartment back. Instead, they had to rent a very small apartment 
and send the two younger sisters to an orphanage where they stayed for two years until the 
family found a larger apartment. For over a year the family waited for uncles, aunts, and 
cousins to return but only one of Annita’s mother’s sisters and her partner did. The rest had 
been exterminated. Another of her mother’s sister had survived in hiding in Paris.  
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In 1951, Annita’s father was convinced by a visiting Jewish family to emigrate to Australia, and 
they did. By then, Annita was eighteen. Integrating into Australia and learning the language was 
at first difficult. The family missed the big city of Paris and Melbourne, where they settled, 
seemed like a backwater. But in time they came to appreciate the quiet and ease of daily life. 
Annita met her future husband Lionel and settled down. She and her family kept in close touch 
with her mother’s two surviving sisters who remained in Paris. Annita reflected that her 
experiences have made her more understanding of human beings in general and that although 
she continued to identify strongly as Jewish believed that all human beings are basically alike 
and should be respected. She also believed that bearing grudges or hatred was only self-
destructive. 
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