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This is an interview with Faye Greenblatt, a holocaust
survivor, now living in Columbus, Ohio. The interview took
place on February 11, 1988. The interviewer is Louisa
Hext.

[ )

I'd like to begin with your holocaust éxperience, like
throughout the holocaust years. So would you like to tell
me a little about the status that you were just because you
were Jewish. What was it at the time? The fact that you

were Jewish, what was that?

That was my only problem, because I was Jewish. I

lived in a Jewish town. Everybody was Jewish there and we

were prosecuted just because we were Jewish. When the

Germans came in, with the help with the native Ukraines,
right away stormed into our small town and took actually,
like robbed us, togkﬂg;;ﬁgggﬂ99§§g§§igg§. So prior to when
the Germans came in we were already experiencing war, the
after affects of war. Like the Russians came in, Polland
was taken by the Russians, so we were hungry, we didn't
have any food because the Russians took away. And then
Qhen the Germans came and the Ukraines came into our town

and just like took all our other possessions that we still

were able to save up or to hide from the Russians, they

took. So by then right away we experienced hunger. Even

though we were not outright killed and punished, literally
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beaten or something like this, right away, right away we

felt sub-human because we were always hungry. People just

—

walked around thinking what am I going to eat. Luckily our

family had facilities for farmipg.behind the house, like

gardening, like home gardening, but on a larger scale. So
He.vwere able to survive that way. I had two brothers, I
was the oldest. My father wasn't home anymore. It was

just my mother and my two brothers. So the day to day_life

e sy 427

was more or less llke let 'S surv1ve What I'm going to

A i

eat. And Just live through each day. And you were not

worried so much, of course I was maybe a child, and I

didn't understand the politics, and at that fime that's all

L. worried about was eating.

Cona’.

And actually when the Germans finally, it didn't take
very long, when they decided they'll exterminate our town.

They just like; well, we were sub-human by then already

because it was just women and children; were hungry, they
suffered, they didn't have any clothes. Every now and then

P AN

there were victims of bfﬁze%‘geatlngs by Ukraines because
maybe they would ride into young, youths who, maybe they
were... The Ukraine kind of ??? They were wearing the

uniforms. They became bigshots. Any hoodlum could have

gotten a uniform with a rifle with one of those sticks you

know, wooden sticks that they could beat people off. And

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.




HEXT
Faye G - p. 3

they would ride into town and any time they didn't like

your looks they could right into the house and do something

and rob you or beat you and run away on the horse. And so
TN
we experienced until the final time we had there the 2722 JAcHD

and alsc to mass raid killing. We were like sub-human by

then. It didn't take long until the actually took some

able man to the center of the city who would dig a grave.
And then they gathered up all the people from town and they
were going to kill them, row by row. Just prior to that, I
guess the adults, I was only about 7 years old at that
time, it was 1941, the adults did know something was going

_to happen. My mother,mgor instance, took me, wanted to

save her children, so she was trying to put me out with a

LR LT

non-Jewish family that owned a big farm not too far away,

she took some of her possessions. that she was able to save.

Like, well in Poland possessions like having a down cover,
e T T T - —— e —

guilt with down feathers, _that was also a possession. I
- = ~ N\“(

guess it's a possession now too, but comparatively there it

| e

was worth more. And other things like this, and for them

to keep me. And I could babysit, I coﬁld help in the
house. And I was there for two and a half weeks.

The day of what we called Pofggihm(?) the grandmother
of the baby or the mother of the couple that I was staying

with, took me home. Right at the edge of town she dropped
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me off on the day that they were gathering up all the
Jewish people, mainly women and children, to the communal

grave. Some people knew where they were going, some

————

v~

didn't. Because some people still were carrying posessions
‘_’_-'N.

on their arms and on their backs. You could see them
walking with sacks and carrying their stuff. Some knew

where they were going. - And you had no chance to run
e e

e p——

because if you ran sooner or later you died. Because when

I came I could see already both sides of the road, people
were laying dead, and I actually had to step over dead
bodies in order to reach my house on that street. Because
our town was like one long street. Ukraine soldiers and
Germans were just walking behind and just like sweeping the
street, Jjust sweeping the people off the street. And they

were just shooting. And if you did run away you were shot.

So yoq_iEEEwkggt.walkingngnq you jﬁsf‘égé§éah8;dé%%fu“iﬁa
;;ﬁ just walked and walked and then f;;;ii;w££;; said walk
.into these houses. And they made it into a ghetto. There
were four or five houses. People were standing on top of
each other. It was like Jjust a temporary stop over it
looked like. I don't know what they had in mind at that
time but they just... it seemed silly because they just

took us into those houses. And then all one night you

stayed there and the next day they took everybody out.
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During that night it seemed that my mother and the house we
were in, she was familiar with it, she was familiar that
people had like hiding places. 1In these parts of Europe
everybody had like reason to hide. Liké you hear a lot of
the black market and doing things illegally. In order to
survive there was always going to be a black market, there
was always going to be something they have to hide from the
government because nobody was ever free. So she knew that
there was a hiding place in the floors, and just a ‘couple
T N A e I o
of boards from the floor and under there their was a kind
of storage area and my mother put my brother and me in
hiding there. For three nights, we stayed there for'three
nights. _No‘ﬁoqd or gp»ygter. Put we ?? for the people.
And my mother also hid with my other brother in another
place of the house. But the rest of the people were
actually taken out in big trucks, big open Army trucks and
they were taken to their grave. And they were shot. They
were asked to undress ana row by row, they marched them and
as one row got undressed and they shot them, they fell into

the grave, they toqk another row, shot them and they fell
into the grave. Continuously until they finished all the
people.

The reason I know about that is because there were

people who escaped that because they fell in... as they did

" ey T N .
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a mass shooting naturally some bullets.... some people just

randed
fell in without being killed. And they ééllﬁd out

afterwards. And they ran into the woods. And there were

‘soqu§prviyors éﬁd,EESX»EOld that. That's how, because I
was not in the grave but I've heard in on first account
from somebody that did survive and they ran away. And this
is how we know. Not only that, it's because of my mother

after the war... after this ghetto, they gathered all the

rest Sf"the people that survived it and we finally found

our place among the other survivors still in town, she was
taken to work during the day. And her work consisted of
sorting all the clothing near the graves. And there were
just big piles of clothing and you had to put shoes
separately, dresses separately and then you separated
everything. And then you looked for jewelry and you put it
separately. And that was her job. They took all the
survivors to do that. And the Germans took it on trucks
and took if away. And you could see baby shoes. And they
say that even though the grave was covered it was still
moving for days because some people were still living. You
could see the earth moving.

And then the rest of that was... that whole story took
place within a year after the Germans came, and maybe less

than a year. I mean that the ghetto didn't last very long,
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from the ghetto to the killing, that didn't last very long.
So after that what happened after that first grave, first
killing, when we were in that ghetto, they decided
evervbody was really very much aware of what's going on and

what's happening.and that in order Lo survive you have to

do somethiniiabout it. So it was arranged that my mother

and my brothers and another aunt, everybody run to the
woods. Fortunately we were very close to the woods and
made arrangements and we ran and it so happened that my
grandfather was very good in this type of activity of the
woods, knowing where to go around there and how to... you

know, he was a good scout. So we actually stayed in.the

Ygods, the open woods, for eao years. From 1941, the fall

g

of 1941, until 44. We were away from civilization but we

always stayed close to small farms. Close to familiar

grounds because we needed food. Our main goal of life was
at that time, from whag I remember, was.food. And water.

And we were constantly hungry. My youngest brother was

only about 5 or 6 years old. He was constantly crying.

There were five children. There was me, I was 7 or 8 by U#m”%¢ﬂ%
then. My other brother who was two years younger. And

then I had a cousin who was maybe a year younger than my
brother. And then another brother that was a year younger

than that and another cousin. My youngest brother always
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cried. He was hungry. He didn't say I'm hungry or cry to
himself but he made alot of... my head, my head hurts. He
doesn't want to walk. No matter what you did to him. So
the rest of the adults actually were thinking about killing
him and at one time I £§§ my uncle taking him and putting
him in a well that we dug ourselves to get water, they were
going to throw him in there but it wasn't big enough so
they had to take him out. And they had him tied up to a
tree but cut down the rope. Then they asked my mother to
put him to sleep under a tree just before we were leaving.

Then she heard some wagon passing by and she ran and got

him cause then she got scared. Because first of all it was

too close and if he would start crying then they would

start looking for us, following us. So miraculously he

syurvived, We all surviveg, the ones that went in the

woods. We survived by... it was like a miracle because we

e M
e ——

didn't really have any food. We stole from the local

farmers, even in their houses. ILike where they put out for
their cattle or pigs to eat, you know they have like... we
knew what time they were going to put it out and as soon as
they put it out before the pigs got to it we got to it.

Some of it was actual confrontation with those farmers,

like coming in a begging and saying well we have the family

and they knew who we were. They didn't refuse. And that
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was for bread, mainly. There was one thing for some reason
in Europe you couldn't live without bread. You literally
had to have that. It was like if you didn't have bread for
a while you really were very, very hungry. Because you
eouldn t live just on vegetabLes Because in tﬁe summer

LS = T T TS

time the vegetables you could just take them from the

fields. There were many farms and we would just steal it
from the farms. And orchards, we went and got food.
;§QmetimeswyemWepewevepJprave and eeggpp'a cew\egq killedra
cow and we had meat. Aﬁdméhatigwggﬂmme_li!gg; And for
three years. Actually we went through many sicknesses. We

had no doctors. Wg. survived. How we surv1ved, nobody

knows . . d.gean it was like a miracle. We actually... I

pgggggg;‘thinkingnghat we _were the onlv ones, must be the

only ones left in the whole world. The whole civilization.

There was nobody left, no Jews left. I mean we dldn t

i e

know... especially when vou're that young you think your

town is the whole worlq. You don't know there's a whole

world some place else. And you come out of it and you

think nobody's left. Why am I living? You know. And you

question that.
_amenmoon met
I remember when the war was over the only signal that
we had was we heard shooting and the planes kinda close to

our area so we knew that it must be like they're moving
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back. We actually could see, in the evening and at night
you could even see the explosions, the fires. From the
woods you could not only hear the bombs but you could

almost see them so we knew it was close. .And then after

the war it was just like it took us thzee gonths to_get out

. I'm kinda
-

of the woods because we were scared to be seen
of making it short because I hope that you'll ask if
there's anything in particular that you want me to

elaborate on, we'll come back to it. And, I don't know,
V| OZ‘W\'{ ud
fvl ey CL{L[ <

. . , rlend Cf
O0.K. You were talking about where you lived, you said 3

what do you want me to continue?

you lived in the forest. How safe was that? You talked a
little bit about the safety.

0.K. §§fety. We were away from the eyes of the

F e Ty

Germans and we were also afraid, of course, of forest
dangers. Because the forests in Europe were all actually
guarded. I don't know how much they guard the American
lforests, but in Europe they are very much guarded and they

are overseen. And so you were always afraid to be seen by

any official so you stayed away from the main roads. This

S

was no problem, you could stay away from it, you were very
careful. We never made any fires ???. You learned the
tricks of the trade were not to make a fire when it was a

damp day. If it was a clear day there was no smoke. We
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also in the summer time we lived on the outside and just
laid on the grass. But we also had bunkers. We looked
like partisans lived, if you've seen the movies. We had,
of course, the men, I had two uncles, my two brothers and
my grandfather, we had a space or what do you call it...

they dug bunkers that were almost like real bunkers. They

dug the earth out and shaped it and then covered it with

twigs and then put leaves on it and twigs and then had like
earth steps going down and then maybe even molded into one
area for cooking inside so it was like an inside stove, and
had a chimney going out so the smoke stayed out. And we
lived in a bunker like that. So we lived under grouna and
even sometimes, even in the summer time many times when we
found a place that was good for us because it could be not
too far away from getting food, we made it really big and
elaborate so we could stay for a long time, maybe live
there in the winter time. So it was a big area that we dug
and made ourselves comfoftable underneath and it was
protected from the rain. Of course it wasn't protected
from the cold weather but we always had a fire going
inside, whether it was for cooking or not. And then, being
under ground it's warmer too. And sometimes we were buried
in snow. We couldn't go out because if we would go out

when there was snow on the ground you would make tracks. ¥
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So you only moved you learned (this is what I call the
tricks of the trade), only move when fresh snow is falling,
then you can move out, because it will cover your tracks.
Or else you're stuck. And in this part of the world it
snows pretty often and once the snow falls in November it
stays there until about April. It never melts. So, but
being in the woods you didn't get that much snow because
you were protected by the trees.

So as I told you before the food we got by stealing and

begging and taking and all that. And the shelter you knoy

q&at we did. We helped ourselves, we dug water wells, we

kept digging until water came. And of course there was

always some '%‘%u%hat would... frogs, mice, and everything.
We used to take some of their eggs and filter it so we
could cook let's say. If we did cook soup or potatoes or
something we would use it that way. I don't know if we
drank the water. At first we had to fish out all the other

animals from it.

As far as safety, we were actually afraid of wild

g ACt
animals because wild animals lived around the area. (PHONE hﬂﬁ?kldl
= S e eeeTr Dmezasg s s AR - l—ru(/[(

RINGS) O.K. Like I said the things that we were afraid of
was actually animals. And one time I remember, it was
really a funny situation, when my uncle was coming down to

the bunker and we were afraid of wolves and we knew that in
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order to scare away a wolf you have to show them fire, for
instance, if you hold a piece of fire they run away. And
that's how we would combat it, you know, the natural...
nature's... you know the fear of all the natural

environment there. The natural environment was very scary

too. ©Snakes and all kinds of crawly animals. But wolves

R

and bears were roaming those woods too. So, we knew how to
protect ourselves and we knew kind of when to use that. As
far as every time we heard some movement or military
movement through the air. And of course one time we were
attacked. We just... they were throwing grenades... in
that area there must have been also partisans, Russian
partisans. So actually we were attacked probably because
of them and our bunker was not too far from them, so we
heard the shooting and we ran away. There was shooting

after that. And somehow all of us survived and it was a

miracle again. And we started a different bunker in a

different part of the woods and from that time on we were
really careful not to group together with other people in
bunkers,vau_kpow,”tog'g;gsemgqggppgréi And there were a
lot of people who were hiding out in the woods like that.
O.K. So you've told me a little about the fact that
there was little predictability. You didn't know what was

going to happen to you day to day.
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No.

It was always change. Was difficult to be positive

then?
Positive?
Feeling happy... you know, trying to live a normal
SR

life, as possible?

O.K. Every now and then I do remember thinking about
it. I was the oldest of the children. And we looked

around at each other. I remember looking at it and saying

why are we here? Why d1d we stay allve'> Look at all the

e e e e A e AR B P e,

rlghteous people. Look at all the sages of our town. All

them, all of them are gone.

must be some... God must be punlshlng us. I mean, what are
T R L R A T R R T I R R B

we doing? Look, we're sitting there hungry. My mother was

peeling potatoes. We would grab the peeling from the

potatoes and roast that to eat because we were starving and

. N _ peal
the children were fighting whose getting the next me=at.

What _is the meaning of all that? What are we doing? How

long are we gdaing.to.stay? .. There's no other people left in

the.world. And that, you know, from a child's point of
view if the people from your town are not there then

there's nobody left. So why are we living? So you get a

negative feeling like what is it for? Why are you doing

all that for? 1Is it worth it all? It's hard to be
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positive at that time. Seeing somebody die just from lice.

You were always cold and you vere SLUdXS.ungry. You were

never comfortable. You didn't have any shoes to walk on

and your feet were hurting. And you scared of the snakes.

So you couldn't have a positive feeling about life.

I'm interested to know how you helped each other. I
mean you talked about the kind of things that you needed
day to day. Were there specific things that helped you
live? Anything that you can think of.

The main thing that helped us live was food. O.K. So
the adults would go into the farm people and they would go
steal food. And then they rationed it out. My mother
would Jjust give us a slice of bread each. And then know
that this is how far... that's how long this food has to
last. And it was very strictly rationed. How we pe}geg
each other. .I.mean everybody had.to.live for the other

person and.we had to,.. it was like a team. Because if you

would just like fight between yourselves or be selflsh xou

EESE - T g e S R C A S

“couldn”t do it or nobody would ‘have surv1ved You had to

o SRR,

’f_}

pull together For 1nstance, when it was cold “you cuddled

R SESREIRIN A O A SR WA )

up real close to keep each other warm because otherw1se

R PR A R e

Sqmebody.elsemwoﬁld_freeze-fcAnq you, would not want to take
advantage, like taking the rations away from somebody else.

I mean like my little brother, who had a habit of hiding
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it. He'd get his portion and hold on to it and eat it
longer. You felt so bad for him you wanted him to eat now
too, so I remember giving him a little piece... now eat

this, eat this half of mine now and keep yours for later.

7ok Copntrd @ (ot £ oaeeded (4

You had to do that. diwcéd

So who were you closest to during this time? Was there
anyone in particular?

My brothers and mother and my grandfather. I also had
two cousins and an aunt which were still close.

What was special about those kind of relationships?
You talk alot about your mother.

Well, she was taking care of us and she was actually...

because she had three children and she was the woman in the

group. She was with two brothers and her father and there
was a cousin... they were all men. Here she was a woman
with three children and they could... because the three

children, especially my youngest brother was so young, she
was always kind of accused of holding them back. Because

of her and because of her children they wouldn't survive

it. Because they make too much noise. And look at him,

W anes

he's so much trouble. Here twenty people will die because

of this one kid. So you had to be strong to;ﬁ&&&§£§9d

Ry

tha;% Those accusations and trying to... sometimes you

felt, they're right. 1It's like the same thing you know
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like people you see in the movies... there's a boat and
there's ten people and only eight can go on. Who stays
behind. You have to make a choice. And that was that kind
of a case and it was difficult. We all‘had to... we were
all worried about my brother because he was a trouble maker
because he was young. It was not his fault. And then it
was a miracle that he survived.

Did anyone depend on you to do anything?

Well I was the oldest, yes. And so Recause I was the

- =

o&destdg“glgaxgmgaq to be §£rongervor §53£59rv2£é" you

know, I could go g%}hout‘ESSiziE”Ehe younger ones need it.

W“
Apd I did. I watched out for my little brother. Prgbably

he. depended on me more thanﬁ;gxgggﬂg}§e. Actually after
the war I was like the mother of them. My other brother,
because we were separated from my mother after the war.
Traveled... we were going to go to Israel and I was, of
course, older and I always had... I was not that much older
but I always undertook the responsibility more. More
seriously.
So, did you depend on anyone? Like your little brother
was dependent on you, did you depend on anyone yourself?
\y3 Probably not that much because I wasn't... I was always
B#yNt&ﬂﬁﬁjke very independent.

0
oV Can you remember any particular incidence where...
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actually, how did you help yourself then if you had to be
dependent? I mean what did you do to help yourself?

You mean during the woods? (Yes) IL.poraobhably., for

instance, de-loused myself. I would take off ny clothes

and... this was a big thing, big activity, It's not funny,

it was very sad at that time. Probably my younger brother
go out and help the men sometimes build the caves or the
bunkers, so he was a help to them. But I didn't need
anybody to watch me. I took my time walking and whenever
we had to walk fast I made sure I walked like how was
expected. Nobody had to carry me. Because I figured the
younger brothers, they need to be carried. Or maybe I
carried my younger brothers sometimes. Or lead them. And
also my cousins. So.Il.was..like.a litflg mother to them. I

really didn't... I was the oldest of the whole group, of

-_— R~

all the children, so I never had a chance somebody to help

—

me. I helped myself.

Can you remember any particular instances that, during

nd Hé‘.

sf v :
wﬂ“ {S the time of trouble, for example, ? or lack of motivation, Gfp’maa

i
3 “ gfwhere you did pull together as a group. Or on an
5 Y individual level, sort of the survival, how instinctive was
\x‘f o
e (40 .
or ¥ it?2,
wﬂﬁp’mﬁ’ ﬁJ ~
OL{;Q& F’F LlLA?Well I'll tell you, I remember an instance... I think
Lol .
wajk fi& Athat would be a good example. I don't know exactly what
L > p 3
o Mm\z t“gg ('ﬂ\dué‘ﬂv Gu o
¢ ¥ )
o/

.fé
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you're after. At one time... like I told you when we were
attacked a lot of bunkers were close together at that time,
we were really not aware that that many people were around
in that area of the woods. But when it did happen
everybody was really worried. 1.9§@§w¢Y9F¥99§Y*90t,????ed
out their wits. At that time I was like an invalid. I had
one foot was burned. I had a real big blister. And for
maybe days I didn't put my weight on the foot. That's when
I was babied really, that was a time when I was sick. When

we heard the shooting I was the first one out, on my own,

TWM

and everybody thought for sure Faye was left. Nohgdy T
stopped to think where.she is. Everybody ran to save w”ﬂ”{ ad mé
Py S Rt 2 T e R N 1%
themselyves. And I did run by myself. I didn’'t stop to Cfsu 1’Lj
msSeive o
th
fa(.

look for anybody. And that after I got out and ran far F«ﬂ
enough I sat down behind a tree and saw all the rest of then
coming, my uncle, this [uncley that ﬁmcle:}. They couldn't

R e ————

believe I was there. Who brought you? Who carried you?

Thev co ! i it . That wag Jlike an insE}npt‘of

fear that makes you motivate, you get strength and somehow.

., -y el

Nz Rag Mgt

I don't know how I got there. So that's one particular

time I can remember. And when we pulled together malnlx to

1t S llke how we went to get the food and we

many Eeople in that famlly

and.that was.Jlike . living..togethews. And also my mother did

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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the cooking and maybe the washing. Whatever womanly things &&{rlumat
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needed to be done. She did perform those things. And I
always helped.

Did you ever join with other people? Were you always
on your own as a family?

As a family we did not... at one time we tried... this
area that was before that attacked, we were in the same
area as other people. But it was a very short time.

Was there a reason for that? Being separate from them?

&L was _not safe. We found that it wasn't safe to be

too many people at one place because you ran a chance of
being seen more, being heard more, being out of control of

things.

Were you ever separated from each other? Your family

or the family group you were with?

Not during the war. After the war we were separated.

I had here did you ever take any risks in order to
escape death? Can you think... would you define your
example you gave before as a risk. Or can you think of any
other risks that you or the group took in order to escape?

Well, to escape death that one time when we first ran
away from the ghetto_into the woods. We were seen by
somebody. Like we walked in the woods and then we had to

go through a clearing to cross the other side. In that

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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clearing, we thought it was clear, nobody would see us and

then a Ukraine did see us and he started chasing us and we

o ]

ran and we ran for our life. That was two brothers and

— ==

myself and my mother. And, of course, the guy did catch my

m?§?%2w6§§m§§J§§§£lY beat her up. Like they had to... the

X DFar per Ur
person who was our contact that knew where my grandfather

was already in the woods carried her in the woods because

that's how badly she was beat up by him. So I would think
that.was. a real time when were.really.xunging for life.

e

And also when I first came from that Polish family and the

bullets were shooting gp both sides of my head. Like it

felt like if”

our head one way the bullet would

have caught you. It's ljike _a miracle i idn't. So you
could see it flying through you.

Did your style of living ever change over the time, or
was it pretty static?

During the woods? (Yeah, or compared the ghetto to the -
woods, but essentially during the holocaust years?) The
living style. Sometimes there were better times. You
know, sometimes they were better in thé summer time. It
was much nicer. Especially for the children, because you
could be outside and you could pick berries, for instance,
and it was fun. It was something to do besides eating.

And food was more plentiful, because you could pick berries

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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and greenery. Like some edible grasses. I don't know...
there's a few things that I didn't eat since the woods. So ;
the summer time was much, much nicer to live in the woods.
It was pretty and there. was all kinds of berries and we
just ate and ate all day.

Did you understand what had happened to you and your
family?

At that time? (Yes) No, it was never understood

really. I remember .guestioning it. Why? What did we do?

o AP SR FRN A 4 Lo TIPS

What for? The answer was of course by the elders and

o 2 o

saying that's the.life of.a.Jew.has al ays been. Because

life for a Jew in Poland was always kind of persecuted and

we lived under persecution. And that was the answer at

that time. Of course, now I feel like, why did we let it ‘#j::wﬂﬁy
happen. Why didn't somebody just run and protest or... but 6JK”€Jw4

I can just make excuses at that time. By the time they

came to our town you were actually sub—humgg already. Your

morale was... because you were hungry, you didn't have any

food, you didn't have any people, you were already §

SRREARS L QU didp t _have any leadership. Maybe that's

what it was. You didn't have one person stand up and say

what are you doing to us? Protesting. What do you mean
you are going to kill me? You want to kill me, I'1ll kill

you too. Well, nobody did that. I mean it couldn't happen

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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to me now I don't think.
Did anyone take time to explain to you what was

happening? Any of your family? Did they know?

T.don't think they knew either. Mainly they said it's

¢ e P,

because we were Jewish and that's the way... this is our

Temans TN STET T~

destiny because the people never like us. We should have

S e e

2 S

gone to Israel years ago. They were Zionists. My family
were Zionists. Because you had to be Zionist in Poland.
They... there was a lot of anti-semitism there.

So how did you feel about the Nazis? How much do you

know just from what your situation was?

See, I was so young at that time I didn't know what

E means Nazis, I mean I can just think of thinking back...
it's like unbelieveable what they did and why did they do
it? I mean what did we do to them? Why... they are
intelligent people, theéy were the most civilized people,

1 they were more educated and more civilized than the Ukraine
or the B%is. Why did théy come into Poland to do that to
us? I don't know. It's like a mania¢ I think it's the
work of sick people. It was a sickness with them. I don't
think... it's different when you kill someone in military

or an enemy but innocent children, why?

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.




So now I'd like you to step back from your general
holocaust experience and tell me a little bit about the
assessment of the situation. So do you consider yourself a

holocaust survivor?

Yes, definitely. What does that mean to you? O.K. It

means I'm livin

R A et e e

D e s el L N . STFER TR, sty )
way it made me probaplx st;onger or maybe more tolerant of

il e e e i a2 w»vjﬁ
things. And made me more... you know, what thlngs are

important and what things are not. And some things are not
that important. Where I see some people who have not gone
through all that make such a big te-do. about things, I

really feel it isn't because I lived through that and I saw

B oy TRt

RS

what real.suffering could be. What 1t means to have food

‘--4}1; iy

M’\N-—/\ P

——

andwggt_to have food.' And what it means to enjoy thlngs
and not to enjoy things. So I think I have a fuller range
of enjoying and not enjoying. It a bigger .”yddb,
Do you'have any thoughts or feelings when you identify
yourself in this way? I mean, when someone says holocaust

what does that mean to you? The word?

Holocaust, to me actually means the loss of all those

e

P —
— S e
g

people. I don't automatically think of what I went

——
R g gy

e S N r—
through. When you talk about the holocaust, I think...
_— po— pr— AU ~ — s g
when you say the holocaust, I don't really thlnk about
- - P )

myself. I think about what we lost, and all the people

e
oy > . _—_ E, - P
e - g P -

e
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that are gone, and this is why I'm here and not there. If

not for the holocaust I'd prob bly still be in Polangd... I

RSN

feel 1ike my whole life would have been... I would be a
completely different person than I am now.
What does the word survival mean to you?

The word survival means to me if there's a will there's
e O e o e R X

P TR SR A 2 s DRI

a way.
fu e e

ou.

aAnd somehow miracles have to work with

~ PR e S R g At SN

FEOY,

Somehow you have to manage with what you have and survive

DR G g

REPT DRI

with what you have And;you have to be a good manager in
O Ay IR RS ks o CRATIAY
it. To survive, if you were strong enough to survi

st AR BT

e PR A N NS A s o ST LRSI

I always say that if I could survive that I could survive

R T SN H s 3 s
PRASES A Se VRS e

RS 4 TS AN S B R N el
anything. That S my attltude

SR AN AR A B N TR e T >IN TR T G AEIE - D R e,

bR

So do you have... how did you identify yourself then?
If T talk about myself? As a kid? Yeah, when you were

there. Well I don't think I really dwelled on it. 1I'm not

that kind of a... I kind of like... right away... I don't

think children really do that. I don't think children... I

see what you're talking about. Maybe if an oldet%tyggwgf”atyﬁiwwﬁk
person were... theyu$%ve 1t over and over agaizv I really

s

e EME R s B RN R

don't think I had that, maybe because I was too young ‘when

A A 0 2L R AT

it happened. And I don' t see myself a survivor. I know I

e SR AR %

went through it and if I thlnk about 1t, 1f I have to

survive a difficult situation, I say well I could survive

that I'll survive this too. But I never really identified
_—-m

[ T TRk bt

mxgelf as a... I was still young enough to go to school,
i AT

and develop ideological thinking and I did at one time
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become a real strong Zionist and then I wanted to go to

Israel and that didn't work and then I came here. I'm a

real good American. I really don't label myself as that.
Did the experience have meaning for you though?

Probably it must have guided my life somehow because..

o L 5o T

el - 2 2

meaning... let's say that when I was raising my children
the fear, that paranoid feeling was there. For instance
A T T T

when i ;orked, I worked in a business office, if a package
came and it didn't have a name or return address on it...
it was a community... I worked at a Jewish Center. Before
it was popular that Jewish Centers later looked into
unlabeled packages because there were some bombs sent
there. But even before that we were in the old building
yet, a package came that wasn’'t labeled because some
company wanted to send us some stuff and then bill us for
it and I wouldn't open it and I would set it outside and
said if there's label, no return address, I'm afraid it
could be a bomb. And I think that kind of mentality only
can come from a survivor. Right? O.K. So you get
paranoid. For instance, my son went to Columbia University
and he had to go on the subway and %8 wete Orthodox Jews
and he wears a skull cap and I made sure, telephone call
after telephone call, you make sure when you go on the
subway, please put on a hat, don't wear your skull cap, 1
don't want anybody to think that you're Jewish. You get

paranoid. 1If you're a survivor, no matter how young, no

T . A ST S R R R R PTG R M
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This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.

magtter how unattached to the label survivor I am, it's
z 3 2 SRRy 2 R AR,

R PR R s

still with me. The paranoi@, is there. For instance, when
RSSO = : - S >

we built this house we had a, out of plant, a climbing bush

frawaed
like, and we framed it on a metal frame to go on to the
preno
shape of a manoa(?). I don't know if you know what a

N\’M\O\‘U-*I\ . ,
manoa 1s, a sixX branched symbol. Some children, some

‘hoodlums, they were throwing eggs at 45; broke our window

sometimes. So you have to be paranoid. You know this is

why they're doing it. And espec1ally if you re a surv1vor,

A r— : A STG

le blt more paran01d And we didn't rest...

PR TS T A F,rrmq;w;&‘
PG

s

when my husband got 31ck‘and he was in the hospital the
first thing he wanted to do, when the house was alone, was
to get somebody to cut off the manoca. And we did because
that was alway like... we were scared to have it on
afterwards. And you see people putting Christmas trees
around their house but you can't put a manoa right here.
And I did not... and like I said my children were Orthodox
observant children and when they walked from a bus to here

I made them take off their skull caps. So that deflnltely

WSTIELE R

has an effect on your life.
i ST
B ":"W&hw

Would you say you survived because of luck,

circumstance and coincidence, or was there more to it than
that?

Luck and... Why did you survive? I think there was a
strong will to live and alot of it was coincidence and luck

oy, Pt PR S R R
because it... just like somebody was guiding us. It seems

,———M—J
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like so unreal now when I look back at i;.

How important was it for you to survive?
At that time? VYes. I don't know if it was like an

important... it was more llke instinct to want to llve It
MR AR ;

<o

was more like of like, from what I remember, it was more
like an instinct.
Did you think of yourself alot or of others? We

—
actually thought of others, where are they APd“PEObﬁ?;Y &uﬁd“‘. t
Miierubetl o

o e ne e 1 e
not so much of yourself, we were 11v1ng llke for somebody gﬁw* {bUTC
else, for the rest of the famlly » fouy;ere thinking of Ctngﬁ
yourimother, your grandfather, your cousins, and that's i

_what kept us, because of the togetherness Each supporting

S g e A S g G L Y, 2ORAY

the other.
“Wm““ﬂﬂmmmm

Were there any other options for you to escape
persecution other than what you did?
No, there was no other option. Were decisions made for

)
you? I didn't make that decision. My grandfather made it.

But I know from looking back at that time, there may have
rbeen an option earlier to go to Russia. That would have
been before the Germans came in. And people from our town
had.a very good chance to go and we just didn't think
that... That area of Poland, they didn't like the Russians.
Especially Jewish people didn't like to go to the Russians

because they were not free to practice their religion. And

also the communist type of living, you know, they took

———

everything off of you and to us Russia means g01ng to some.
i T omeE TEE

N e e e e T e
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kind of labor camp at that time, so stories like that. If

you were not a communist you were sent away. So it was

like a bad place to go, is to go to Russia. But we could

have. And people from other areas went to Russia and they

got saved. Maybe from bigger cities there would have been

a chance to escape like to China or to Europe. A lot of

people went to South America, Brazil and stuff like that.

Africa.

But much earlier, much earlier. Would have to be

like. not at the time when we were caught.

And did you think that you would survive? .

Actually I don't think any of us would have undertaken

—

to go in the woods if we would know it takes three years.

pre—

At the start.

I don't think, Three

when it took so long.

years in the woods seemed a long time. And I think when

they first ran away, the family first ran to the woods,
they didn't think it was going to be that long of a time.
But while you were there, were there times when you
thought this is it?
That soocner or later we re not g01ng to surv1ve, right.

CRE SN0 St e 2O R e 4 S PN C SRS R R

Do you think that you survived better than others?

What do

you mean than others? Those who were with you and other

people in your situation, trying to survive. Better than

others? I think I had it pretty good, yes. I mean, I

survived pretty good, I think I don't understand the
question. I'm looking, just thinking, how you survived you

might have been better off than other people. You may have

A

td
ket
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felt, maybe because you were young it's difficult for you
to think back and say yes I survived better. Or compared
to different other Jews that had to escape, that were in
different situations. Well I think that we probably had...

we had -N dlfflcult_llfe It was being... alot of people

SR SRTERGLY

say well at least you were free. You were not persecuted,

you were not beaten, you were not watched all the time,
e L

under somebody going in back of you with a rifle and_j ou
made the wrong move. égd that's what happened in the
A e e TR G

concentratlon camp. But was llke ] —im osed prlson

wvv

Ny R

You were not free.

L T A SR

You were always hldlng

like.
Sometlmes for days you heard alot of act1v1ty in the woods,

you were hidden in the bunker. And in the winter time you
M—-—“

didn't go out. So you didn't see people. You didn't mix

wlth other people. And not seeing other people I think is
e O e U N N g
the greatest depreviation, especially for a young person

like me. I can remember llke looklng the flrst tlme to

B T R D TR Lt TR L e o
another..i after not seelng other people for three years I
was afrald to look at them It was a real strange feeling,

..... . Sl

llke who are they7 Where are they from? I was afrald to

e A e e TN N A e i et g et P s

talk to them I was very. shy I couldn t talk B So you get

all klnds of phoblas and fears from 1t Because you were

Teat W X
P

llke in 1solat10n So that 's k1nd of a bad feellng To be
T e

L e T

1solated. And you feel that isolation and you feel like
different when you come out of it. I remember that feeling

very well right after the war, after we got out. And by

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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then I was like 10 years old or so and it's like you really

get ideas. A thlnklng person and you thlnk all those fears

N S s T DS I T e Y S R
e e e SO TR VR <R LR PRI - B ST, i

and phoblas _come out. at that tlme 4 But as far as surv1v1ng
o R S e 3 T K _%

better than others probably I had 1t better because I

L ARCEE S Bl i A A A AT T AT ST Sl

didn't have .to.go . and worry about what I'm go ing to Lat

R A RN S RN e AR T RIS

because I had the elders worried for me and they handed me

everything. So in that respect I was better off. I wasn t
Lo Tt PR

SR -

left to my own resources.

- rIiwot? ¥ SRR T RN
T 1

ety

How do you perceive your life during the holocaust if
you look back at it now? Do you think you lost part of

or
Aot 7
your childhood? o U SJMLA

I lost all of it because I don't think I ever acted

like a child. I didn't have any childhood so to say. I

didn't have the games, the toys, the luxury of just being a

child and laughing. By the time the war was over I went

e Sl

right into another kind of difficult... kind of traveling

and going to Israel and became an adult right away.
Getting idealistic and working for the cause and stuff like

that.

So you matured quickly because of experiences. Right,

and took responsibilities. For instance, like I'm talking
- - . el 3 ¢

-—

about when I was 12 years old I joined, it was in a
children's home where it was organized like an
idealistic... how you'd go to Israel. We lived like in a
commune and everybody had their own responsibilities. At

13 I was in charge of like $20 children doing laundry. I

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.



was in charge of laundry day. You had elections and
everybody was chosen. You had a president, you committees,
each one, and then you had chairmen. I mean I was in
charge and I had to get the girls to help me do the
laundry. And I mean the laundry by hand, that you did in:
big kettles and you boiled it and then you scrubbed it and
dry it and they fold it and deliver to each child. So the
responsibilities, to look back now, it's like amazing. I
had to do it when I was 13 years old.

Were you spiritual or religious? What was your

background as far as... Religious. Orthodox. Did that
m

have anything to do with... We guestioned it. We said
where is God i i . 's what I

referred to before . Why are we surviving. Maybe he's
§a S R TP S I TR %{s@g,u. R

punishing us. What did I do that he's punishin us.
It's interesting that you would call that punishment

when you still had life. Yeah, but we were suffering with

p— \ ——— m—— '-\“'\._/*\/‘\/\"'\,
the life. O.K. So, you said why am I living. I Jnean thlS
e ! Sk SRt V"MM’—‘?'L Lot E=F SR o 3

could not be ard. It had b h . Thi
u ot be a reward t had to be a H&ﬁi? ment is

LT STy A T L R Y Z O R S 2 AT SO P N R 0
TR SIS

e
kind of llfe had to be a punlshment So did that make you /7ulhfb i

DT T A P TP s S I N T
question it, did that make you less religious, or less

Orthodox. Did you observe anything throughout the time you
were in hiding? Yeah. We observed most of it. As much as

we could. We sometimes lost count of important holidays

and stuff. You must have lost count of days. No, we

somehow counted off. What did you do? I don't remember1ﬁﬁ1f

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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myself knowing what day it was. But I think my grandfather
and adults kept something like marking off the days, just prWm“Ar
like you see in the movies, like a prisoner.
What did you do during the days and nights? _ﬂg

invented all kinds of games. And of course you had to talk

\
BV NS . . , ,
13‘\5ﬁ very quietly. Very softly. And we did. Like in the
\,SOU‘ <(‘, 0 R S A S

\ O@f summer time we kept picking berries and then we had word
. B e NI ——— - ———

¢
games _and we had little string games. We didn't... most of

the time we just sat and stared... blank space. Because we

were hungry, day and night. All the time? Yes. Did that

frustrate you. Did you behave differently because of that?
Yeah, you were weak to move around. Were you angry,
frustrated? We were sad. I don'trthink you got angry for
that, no. It;é iikelyou were helpless. More of helples;
and sad than angry. Yog*gpt ;p_é state‘of mind that ydﬁ
didn't believe...vﬂwhenryou're angry.;. iét's séy you're
hungry and don't get food now, you're probabiyvangry

because it's somebody's fault. I don't remember where we -

thought it was somebody's'fault that I was hungry. 1It's
probably that you accepted that as your fate‘ that as your
destiny to be hungry. And you are sad'that that's I'm
e cm—
supposed to be.

What do you mean by the statement destiny? That Zou're
supposed to be hungry. This is... I'm hungry and it's

nobody's fault that I'm hungrz. I had no choice. And

nobody can help me. There's nobody that I could well I'm

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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hungry, give me food. Or why don't you have dinner ready.
So you were accepting of the situation. You accepted the
situation and just felt sad about it. Did your perceptiong‘
of your situation ever change over time? Because you
were... three years is a long time. You were 8 when you }Zl“i“ﬂf
went into the forest and then, between 8 and 11, that's

(

alot of growing. Can you think back and remember any way ‘!
that you may have changed as it became a way of life or
because you just got older, because you had to mature.

What I remember mainly is questioning that, why? I

remember when I was getting older, why? Why all of a

sudden do I have to live and nobody else has to live?

R R AT R St SN IS a&iwwmﬂwm&mmwﬁm%
Because everybody else is not living. Why me? What am I
R A P R AT L I T PR ST A B D R BRI, e e

SO great about? Thls is what T guestioned. And this is

somethlng I'1ll always remember And I questioned my. mother
i .

R T

even, I bothered her. And they thought I was going out of

my mind. It's the will of God, I kept saying. 1 yas very

religious. It s w1ll of God And for SOmE ok W ant s

us to live But what for7 Let him give us a signal. I

remember saying that Because werwere sick and nobody

M
really died from the sickness. We had typhoid (?) fever,

we had all kinds of fevers. I remember my uncle was like

dellrlous, my mother dellrlous, everybody went through it.

Snapped right out of it without medlclne -So I questloned

why. That's the only think that I remember. 2and also

feeling isolated. The feeling of being isolated from the

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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rest of the world. Is there anybody... what if we survive,

RATRABEY AR i R R

what are we going to do, where are we going to live. I
Al S 5 A S A B i S ATt S o y P~ R g
mean, are we going to go back home. We can't life forever

& TS TN S N R T b

in the woods.yang;emQ;engwgoing“to go. Thinking of what
B O T o R IS ot R,

R PR D

our future will be. And I couldn't imagine it. Kept
thinking, what will it be like. And if we're going to meet
people, what are they going to say about us. They'll put
us in a cage and show us in zoos. Saying these people
survived in the woods. As if nobody else survived. Is
that really what you thought? Yes, that people will look
at us, that we're strange. Axad R“ﬁ% A Iy S
Do you remember alot about how your mother was during
the time that you were in hiding? Can you tell me a'little
bit about it? How my mother was... Or about your mother. Asked

{25‘,“ C £ ,s’\ﬁ.
O0.K. She assumed she had to pull her part in helping us

qﬁﬁﬁiqub__,IPY}diH."fQQQ;, So if my grandfather went into
begging fbod, my two uncles, and she had to. So naturally
they expected her to bring more because she had to bring

for more people, so she always wanted to do her part. And

she always did. She always was very sharing and she made

sure that not only did she bring enough for us but also

worried for her brothers and father. My grandfather was a
very strong person. He's the one that actually led us all
through it. He actually knew the places, where to go and
how to go, who will be good to them and who won't. So he

was like, whatever he said was law. And she took good care

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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of her father. I don't know what specifics you would want,
but... I'm just interested only because she was older, in
that situation. And I'm interested in women's experiences
and the types of things that they did because I see
distinctions between how men and women survived. Not
distinctions that men survived better than women or women
survived better than men, but that there were different
things that they valued or different things that they felt
that they had to be. I think my mother actually lived for
the children. And also I think she had the ;s§39§§}p;}§5¥
even though the men were bringing in all the... she was
actually being picked on because she had three children.
c%& My uncle had one, the other uncle didn't have any children.
She was like the outcast from the group and she always had
to prove herself to her brothers that she can do as much as
they can. And she did. She went... whenever she left us...
and that's where I came being the oldest. That I could

~meem———cas i

take of the little ones while she was gone and everything

-

was O.K. She didp L have Lo WQrLy about me because I could

take of my two brothers. So that I was really not that

much of a burden to them. And always having to prove... my
mother had to prove not being a burden but a help. And she
did. She, even after the war, she took care of my
grandfather, we lived together. She did baking and we sold
it to make a little money. She cooked and she baked.

Stuff... sweet rolls. We took it to the train station and
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and sold it. And as soon as you sold it she had some more.
And we, as children, we sold it like a nickle a piece or
something. And we had money like this. She did the
laundry, she did the cooking for everybody until my uncle
got married. She was like the mother of all of them.

I U M 'l&
Did you "??? mother role. Because you talked about how

you were the mother really. A little mother of the little

kids. Yeah, I did. I was_expected to do that because I

was older and I think I lived up to it. And everybody

USSR O S S R A

expected me to do that. As a matter of fact my cousins
still look at me that way. Is there anything you want to
add about the aspect of looking back at your experience?
Anything in particular that you can think of. O.K.

We're now moving on to this last section where you
could tell me a little bit about your background prior to
the whole experience. Your family background, for example.
Where you were born. O.K. I was born in a small town in
Poland and it was called Safaufka (?). And it's a, maybe
what you could call is a townlette. The main industry
there was actually leather making. And everybody had a
little farm and they had their own livestock, like their
own cow, their own milk, their own eggs, their own
everything. Most of the people. Of course there were some
that didn't have that and they were less fortunate and the
rest of the people supported them. My grandfather in that

small town actually was one of the better off people. He
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had a lot of land, he had livestock, he went to business in

and out of town. And this 1s how, because of hlmgbyﬁﬁ

surv1ved because _he knew the surroundlng llttle v1llages

RTHEY AT

because he did bu31ness w1th them And livestock he traded

O T N T G T T N T Y B 5

and bought and sold, wheat and beans and all that. So we.
were pretty well off, my grandfather was. And then my
father and mother also had a little store. There was dry
goods. Right in front of the house. 1In back of the store
we lived. It seemed... and my mother also worked with her
father in the fields sometimes, because he had many fields.
So we were very well to do family, I wouldn't say rich
family, but we were well to do. It was a large family. My
father had five sisters, who all perished. One of his
sisters had a leather factory, one of the bigger factories,
in our town. And actually they lived the longest, and then
they were killed off. I went to school. I had just
started school. I don't remember that much before the war.
But I do remember the house and the streets and the family
and going to school. And I was a good student. My mother
was proud of me and all that, and my‘father.

Were you close to your family? Real close, yes. What
L R

happened to your father? My father actually was drafted by

the Russians just before they pulled out. Just before the

Germans came. What did that mean once... O0O.K. The
Russians... uh-huh, you've never lived through a war.
Actually our small town was like... must have been a
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highway for military troup movements. Because it was like
one long street and that street they used. We could tell
whether they were pulling back or they were going forward.
When the Russians, in the spring of 1941, where they
knocked one time, in the middle of the night they knockedv
on the door and they asked for my father. And he had to
present himself and they inducted all the able men. He was
like in the early 30's at that time. And they inducted all
those men into the Russian army. And a couple of hours
later somebody came with a message that if we want to see
my father, go down near the post office and that's where
they all are. And I remember going to say goodbye to him.
So that means like two weeks or so before the Germans came.
They inducted all those men. Like a week later we could
see all the Russian artillery and the ones that ride on the
horses, the ones that walk, and the tanks going on our
street the other way. 'Meaning they were going towards
Russia. At that time we had a chance to go with them.
That's the time we could have run with them, with the
Russians. And we didn't. We were happy that the Russians
were leaving because we didn't like thém. And as soon as
they left the Germans came in. There was like two weeks
before the Germans came, or maybe a little longer, I can't
be too sure about time.

Do you want to add anything more about your background

other than what I asked you? So moving on to look at your
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life following the liberation, what were your immediate
experiences following your liberation when you managed
after your three years to move into the real world. What

were those immediate experiences and feelings? I can't Qoﬂmuah;i
. "

really describe feellngs now, you know, it's been so long.

L . - -
——— - - o~ ——— - -

The immediate thlng was Ijust belng w1th other people And
; o g

AR AN [y 2kt

whetherhyou should be scared of them or not You had built
&Y 3T T R O o SRRy,

A4

up a mlstrust for non—Jew1sh'people.r

FrT ey LTS [ER R

afrald to really go to sl E We lived in... went into a

home that was shared w1th a non-Jewish family. And was

..And you were like

like bunk beds that they put in. And I stayed on the top

bunk and I felt llke I was afrald to fall asle p We

o
g

dldn £ stay very long there Then we moved into another.
t9uf.big city, because we were safer there. And meeting a
lot of people and it was iike... it was exciting for me.
Because my mother went and got dresses for me and my
cousins and she made dresses, you know to a dress maker.
And it was like normal life. And we went to school, to
iregular school. And it was like a dream.

Did any of your close family perish? Did any what?
Mbst of your close family perished in the holocaust? Yes.
Did that have an effect on you, as in asking yourself...
Well sure, for many years I kept thinking about my father.
Always missing him and dreaming about him. I also thought
about my friends. That's when you really thought about...

you know, the girl across the street or this that girl that

page "““{')7
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