This is Louisa Hext, interviewing Lady Jacobovitz, on

September 15th, 1987, in St. @%nnswood, London, England.

This is interview number two.

I had the very good fortune of being the daughter of
unfortunately a father who is no longer alive, who has died
in the last few years, but he has been one of the foremost
Orthodox leaders of Judaism in France, between the middle
30's until we had to escape from nazi Germany. The takeover
of the nazis, when they came into Paris in the late 1939,

HAas, when we had to escape So my background is the daughter

TRy i

of a rabbi and the daughter of a very wonderful, very
positive mother, always looking up on life in a very
P o B BB A 0 e s
positive way.

'Viﬁvas”very young when we had to leave Paris in 1939,
although very young I was the oldest daughter of a family
of four, and shared every experience with my mother very
intimately because it was a very horrendous experience. As

‘for instance when we had to leave Paris with the last
carriage and the last train which got out from Paris before
the.Germans started coming, and had to sit on the train in
exactly the same spot for eight days, as I've been to...
and until we got to the very end of the French border with

the...and got off there.

I had a very happy childhood, being born into, rather
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two parents who were very, very secure in themselves and
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wensEDCACH. OLhor and fhelr. community, their friends, we

Bever. . had any problems whatsoever. Those few horrendous

years, which would be very much to hard to explain to you

or to talk about in a short interview, I have often thought

since have thrown, at that time, situations on to me far §

beyond what a person_is called upon to deal with at the age
of 10 or 11 in.pnormal.times..lo.retzespect.it probably

sharpens my sense of deep independence, counting very much L

on my own initiative and my.own.instinctive.sense—ef

protection as we all have as human beings and probably
Wm

being, in retrospect, of enormous help to me in doing the f

work which I now do by the side of my husband who is

chy| radbi o England :

a....and have been doing for the last twenty years. I am
L ]

one of those, thank god,»thousands and thousandsﬁpf

s,,

s f because there are thousands and thousands of

surv1vors - who very deeply thlnks that I was born ;

W
literally twice.. I just cannot belleve that I went through

t rough and” after coming out of the war was‘”

able to begin a life, for the first two or three years,

nearly normal and since I met...in 1949 becoming more and

r&~v¢
more exciting in the just opposite way of the aidwesse (0mrct'm

ewpesserree which I had experienced for six or seven years.
So that when I, and I do that a few times a day, think

gratitude to ML Alnrghty
about my life I am just overwhelmed w1th/what-gvt-me ﬂ

ST el ot , of belng‘actually born‘not only

emotionally, but feeling that I am physically born tw1ce

L o -
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- Was your family very religious?
Yes, my family was. Well, you know religious is a very

relative term. We were strictly O . And my parents

.and my husband and his parents...when we met in 1949

that part of it, you know, was not even up for discussion
.our six children and grandchildren are on the exactly
same wavelengths as we are. We are very very fortunate, we

have no generation gap.

Ridfhat religion have something to do or help you as

far as the survival and...

P e _ , Ql- uat et
Oh I have no doubt about it. Not as a survivor becaus
P LT R S T et v S G ey T L e snie e

that doesn't...I mean there's noone in the world who can Az;
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explain in this human intellect, which is very limited, why
Eamemmmm——— e ainn
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some of us survived and others didn't surv1ved Certainly

st oo
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1n human terms there S no more merlts 1n us surv1v ng than
. IS (T SR e et e R o QAR
those of us who dldn t surv1ve, the other 6 mllllon who did
vt : e AR R R
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not surv1ve I don t thlnk any of us can clalm that
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What dld help us is thlS unquestioning faith that we

M

would construe in one way or another. Having said that, of
e s

course, I have to make you quite sure that most of the 6

million who perished also had that faith...but we never,
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never gave up hope whatsoever. And there's no question that

Qi3 S KBTI ARSI > s e S AR S M AR TRt SR,
it did help you and keep going all the times when we had

to...
S
So when you were so young as you were, what did you

think about...
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I was much too young to understand the real dangers., I
knew there were dangers, I remember distinctly that
intellectually I knew there were normal dangers, but you
had to be very much older than myself at that time to
realize emotionally the total dangers...my'parents of

course and all their generations knew, emctionally

terrified that, very fearful that the w

t

uld happe

any member‘of;thelr famlly, as it did...who lost many of

their closest relatives. But at the age of 10 or 11 or 12
e

you re much too young to actually reallze the terrible
ettt ot DL I
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dangers, and you also are very much more courageous in many

"
o

ways, to go through any kind of...I remember before I was

S

totally fearless of doing any kind of sport, after I saw
twice before going up the slope and skiing down or whatever
thing. But you do not as a youngster realize the terrible
things and you really feel very deeply that you're only
responsible for yourself. That also makes a...you don't

realize the danger, you're just responsible for your own

;W‘J T e EO S = A S
Sl and not respon31ble for anyone else that's around and
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you grow up to take the respon51b111ty not only for your
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own surv1val but for those who are dependant, you hope,
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only to survive.
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Were you with your family throughout?
More or less. Not perpetually but more or less always

miraculously we found each other. My father was separated

from~us“he waé first in the army then in different
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concentration camps and where we were, we were Separated

during this long trip when we escaped from the south of

France into Switzerland several times, and even when we did

arrive in Switzerland he was taken away from us without us
waees't

knowing. So we went always together but we miraculously
e e  N— R ———

You spoke before of your close relationship with your
mother. Do you think that the situation brought you close
together, or...

Not only with my mother but also with my father. I had,
actually, a very intimate relationship with my father, from
my very early childhood my father and I didn't speak

together: we felt, and we saw things. And you had a very

secure upbringing, .
Y o R R R R A R T B

potential fear
P T

--that in itself took away some of the

SrE

And you had brothers and sisters?

I am the youngest of seven brothers and sisters.

How many brothers and sisters?

I have two brothers and five sisters, no four sisters.

And you left all together?

No, we left Paris and there were five children, and by
the t%@e we came back my parents had seven children. Some

Mincu{ously
were born along the way - another long story...I think this
here will give you a lot of information, it will give you a

taste of, uh, I want you to read this. I can't use it

actually because it's been used by this John Kotz in his
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book, and, but you can use it as a basis of the interview.

What's the book about, specifically?

Read it, it's a....

Can you tell me anything about, you know, your journeys
and travels? Maybe a few personal incidents that cost you
for...you're saying that it's in here.

Well the major thing, the most moving thing is in
there, yes.

Can you just mention what it was, very briefly. I'll
read this as well.

It's a long story, it would take me three-quarters of
an hour to tell you this story. To do justice, that's why
I'm very happy to give it to you on the paper. I think it
would be much easier for you if you can...

What about the sense of Shabbat, or something that
caused you, as a group...

That never left us,'we were always spmshpw"abls to

certainly[ not_keep Shabbat as usual but as I know 1t,

ever since the liberation of the, the Americans coming in,

we were always able to have.

el Qt _always the ritual of

Shabbat,?

Ldlgv. D2l Lhe spirit of Shabbat we were

alwayswable:to,llve_agcqrdlngly, we always managed somehow

or anotherwto“flnd 1f not a whole candle,ucertalnly a part

of a candle to....and we were always able to flnd some

breaq,‘spmswps;e»Q;waqqphgpd under terrible c1rcumstances,

even in camps to make a...on Shabbat.
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I am very happy in a way that I haven't got any
desperate memory that I did not have a Shabbat, even if it
was under very, very difficult circumstances. What we

“
S
didn't have was, for instance, a...which is a day of

when we had to leave Paris, the day before??&#ﬁén the
Germans came to bomb Paris. And all that week of course we,
in fact when I came off the train after one week, I had to
go and spend 48 hours with thousands of people who had
tried to escape from France, in a huge barrack which was
acquisitioned.

As I have said, as I do say when I speak about it
because I can really express myself better when I am
standing and only speak about that and nothing else, with

no interruptions, I do feel very strongly that those of us,

Co e MR LR
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.those of us, _survivors, who are able to speak”ahoat41t ‘and
havehbeen,ableato*do.soqfogﬁthgmiast,ﬂan my case 30 yaars
_or so,.areﬂable,to,cgpé_yerygmuchsbetter as a result”at
that, than those of us who just cannot thlnk about 1twto
.thlS day They are the ones who are now, after 40 years,
hav1ng a delayed reaction and suffering very badly.
L i e N S N e T VN

I have very dear friends who are going through
terrific, the most terribly traumatic times now. Not in
between. Up to now they were okay. And they married, and
they had lovely families, and now they go through terrible

times because they just cannot speak about it. And those of

us who can speak about it seem to be able to cope very much
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better, having found our feet again and be emotionally much
better adjusted than those who unfortunately cannot speak
about it. And once we all had decided, those of us who had

survived all of us dec1ded at the end of the war, that we
~~--~§-~- LT Y - -y N N e 8 a
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weren't 901ng.to speak about our experiences, because we
A d Y SR S LR N G S L 2 T Y Y P Y SR N .

are here, and alive, and therefore 1t wouldn t be falr to
A O T SR S S N

those who died that we should speak about 1tJ because we
Y W% e NN N W% & & o - e GSeoa .

were all afraid that 1f we do speak about it it would sound
L S O S O L Sy Wwe g S Neae & VaAas o g &

llke e were braggln ve are alive and they are not alive.
. s\\\s\ LY S § a &S San
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And we maderasconsc1ous decision not to talk about 1t,'
ever. !
. uu"‘

You'll find:hiﬂ in his books, for ten years he just
couldn't get himself to speak about it. But then when our
children began to be old enough, at the age of six or seven
years, in my opinion as a mother, to be able to understand,
if I speak to him every day about it. .But because his
parents survived, and because he is alive, we are going to
grow up together with the knowledge that we all can learn

very much more than we would have done not having said

anything. It is a pr1v1lege to be alive and therefore we

s PPN
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have to glve the very best that we know how to the soc1ety

e

around
Then there was, in many ways, a u-turn, if I may put it
that way, and some of us decided that we must, and that we

all must speak about 1t, because that was a part of our own

furthermdeyeko:ment( and_gratltude to the almlghty, and
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conscious realization that we have to do our very best for
those who have so much less than ourselves. But at the same
time I think it has given us I think a new turn. Not that
we thought that we wanted, or did want, or we're going to
get a new turn, there was no motivation of speaking about
it...the motivation was entirely to teach ourselves and our
children that we all have a tremendous amount of giving in
every sense of the word, to our own families and to our
society, to the society in which the almighty was going to

put us, Jjust as a

SENARS

If has at\fhé Séﬁéwﬁime gi&gn us a sense of emotional
balance, which unfortunately those who are not able to
speak can have, and in that sense I am very, very
fortunate, as well as I am....

Maybe I can ask you, very quickly, something about,
this is a view that I have - I could be wrong, from lots of
videos that I've seen and these mainly women survivors -
that they had to have someone to survive with and some sort
of relationship, just a close friendship or something like
that, whether it be with family, with someone else. Do you
feel that that was a necessary sense of community?

No, I don't think you can make any generalities of that
sort, not generalities...I have a very dear friend - I want
to give you that tape - I have a very dear friend who got

married at the age of fifteen, in...And her parents, and
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the parents of the young boy who she loved so dearly,

Jarried at the age fifteen because
ofmthefc%rcg@stances_inﬁyhichhye‘livedf Because nobody know

whe we would be alive, when vou got up in the morning,

whether you would be alive at night, or whether you would

be alive the next morning. And so those parents of this
S ————————
young couple felt that whatever little happiness might be

in store for them, they should live together. In those days
you didn't think of living together, you got married

together. ge;ntw

re;iq}ous people they had a proper

_gd;;w;thwceremonydat the_age of flfteen, whlch under

normal circumstances no parents allowed

A week after‘thez got married they got...in...and she
never saw her husband again, ever. But nine months later
she had a baby, and she was sent to Auschwitz, nine months
later she had a baby in Auschwitz. And as the baby was
born, and delivered, the Germans came to the woman and took
the baby from her and said, have a good look at your little
son, it is the first time and the last time that you will
ever see him, and choked him in front of her. And she never

saw the baby again... and she surv1ved She escaped

R ek S R L KA IR YA e eCEEE

_Auschwitz(mand she surylved,band she came back to Paris and
she was unbelievable.‘She Qas the first one who gave
musical parties and evening parties and went to the beauty
parlor, I mean, those surv1vors who could not bear to see

H

her being able to cope, and thlnklng that she just rejected
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or pretended it didn't happen were very crltlcal of her. My

Bt O

father, who was then, agaln, the rabblnlcal leader of the
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same community as he had left before the war, explained to

.,giﬂswﬁﬁﬁ his community from the pulpit that there is no such thing
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as one human being being able to criticize another human
being's reaction to any given tragedy, whether it is the
Holocaust or a terrible illness - whatever tragedy it may
be. Because we ourselves never know how we would react

today. It could be very different from what we would have

: reacted exactly the same event yesterday.

2

His guess is a woman who is able, a young woman who is

able to cope agaln, just only has within herself an
T e ottenarm, . WWM

enormous amount of strength to be able to cqpe agaln
Ww Bl , fanic o
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Because she probably knows that where she doesn't cope in

her life as she does she would probably collapse.

" The result is that we just have to be very grateful
that there are some human beings who can cope after a
terrible tragedy. And she became and she is today one of my
very good friends who is a grandmother and has many many

children, and a mother, and you know, a matriarch of 150

human beings, because she was able to pretend, to the

outside world, regardless of the terrlble sufferlng which

It

was going.on within her, that it never really happened.

was like she read a horrific book, closed the book, and

pretended she never read the book, and doesn't want to

think about it. And she never talked about it. She is one
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of those I was referring to who is suffering desperately
now, although she has achieved an enormous amount of good
things: getting happily married, having a family, very busy
in social work, but never speaking about the
Holocaust...and she is beginning to have a reaction now.
She only just asked me a few months ago whether I had a
reaction to the Holocaust and I said...I don't. But I was
able to tell her that I...because I have been speaking
about it alot, a long time ago.

So she had no, my answer to your question is, that she
had noone. to 11ve for She had lost her young husband,
G b il e
she had lost her baby She was really on her own, totally
on her own. And she escaped Auschwitz by herself. She had

- —
no partlcular person to actually surv1ve w1th except that

she was h;plng desperatel¥ to flnd _her pare_gg_gga;g,r’hjmimv Rt 8

e
somewhere or another - that she did have. That motivation

B et e

she dld have
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Did you have any particular motivation other than

religion, other than your family? Strength?

Yok on Y Sude chsprle B brenily
Oh, Jjust the....I was probably carrled on thlS »pbeing

carrled on the wave of total falth not only in. ..but in my

parents who actually survived together with me. So the

[ Sac SRR e

family unit, somehow or another, mlraculously was alwags

thergﬁgn one form or another.

And you were in camps in France?

I wasn't tortured in any way. I mean I wasn't
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emotionally tortured in any sense.

But you were in camps in France? Work house?

I was in...and...and...in France, and not allowed to go
to school, you know, we went to school occasionally every
three months, possibly in the dark, behind dark alleys
because we usually were not allowed to go to school, under
vefy dangerous circumstances.

What about your form of resistance, were you...I'm not
really sure what you did when you were escaping, was it to
escape, to get out of the country...

Just a second...

End of Side A. No Side B.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.






