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Interviewees: Gheorghe Rupita, Florea Rupita, and Constantina Pitigoi 
Interviewer: Michelle Kelso 
Site of Interview: in Romania, village of Saliste, near Sibiu, south-east in Transylvania 
Summary 
 
Though the interview does not indicate the relationship of these interviewees, they are of the 
same family. Based on the chronological information through the narrative, in 1941 Gheorghe 
was 10 years old, Constantina was 12 or 13 years old. Florea, is Gheorghe’s wife. Florea did not 
discuss her age, she lamented with visible pain the loss of a younger sister, and other members 
of their family, grandparents and other relatives. 
 
At order of General Antonescu, in the winter of 1941 the Roma population of Romania was 
deported by force to Transnistria, over the Bug river, at Tighina and in the village of Radioce 
among the local Russian population. Old people, men, women and children were herded in 
cattle cars and also just walking for part of the way during two months. They lost all their 
possessions, their livelihood, having suffered hunger, illness and the loss of many members of 
their families. Upon arriving in the Russian village, they were pushed together several hundred 
into stables where they slept on the ground. They spent in these condition almost an entire 
year.  
 
A number of Roma had been conscripted into the Romanian army, serving together with the 
Romanian military personnel. The families of the Roma in the military were officially exempted 
from deportation. Gheorghe’s father was among the Roma who served in the military. After 
more than six months, when Gheorghe’s father was informed in a letter by his wife, Gheorghe’s 
mother of their precarious situation, he was able by presenting their documents of their special 
status to have them allowed to return to Romania. It was a happy moment for the small family 
to be able to feel somehow in a better position, however the return trip was even more difficult 
than before, they had almost no means of transportation, no trains due to the destruction of 
the railroads, thus they actually walked most of the way back, continuing to suffer hunger, cold 
and lack of sanitary facilities, but they felt encouraged knowing that they will feel safer, not 
being exposed to being shot at the mercy of the gendarmerie that was watching them. Their 
food consisted, when they were able to find some, of some potatoes or cornmeal to cook a 
traditional “mamaliga”. They had almost no milk for the children.  
 
All the returnees with the special status, after their arrival at Budrea, a village near the city of 
Buzau, they continued to villages in the area of Yalomitza (Ialomita) trying to find work and to 
provide for their children who suffered terribly. They were able to use their skills such as 
blacksmiths, cobblers, tinsmiths, toolmakers and horse dealers. 
Upon their return into Romania at the end of 1942 was not always free of hardships and pain, 
they still had to confront the Nazi German army who discriminated against. Many Roma were 
shipped to concentration camps where they did not survive.  
The Rupita family gave much credit to the Queen of Romania at the time for insisting upon 
saving their lives.  
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