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Summary 
 
Maria Ion (née Medentina), born circa 1928 in Jilava, Romania, is part of the Roma ethnic 
population in Romania. She was about 12 or 13 years old at the time of the deportation in 1942 
of the Roma population to Transnistria. Maria names this location Russia.  
 
Maria makes it clear in her testimony that the deportation of the Roma was at the specific 
order of General Antonescu and she unequivocally blames him for all the sufferings, the loss of 
her father, mother, two sisters, and brother. 
 
In 1942 her entire family, among thousands of Roma, were deported to Russia and they lost all 
their possessions. They were left with nothing, no clothes, no food, no home. They were 
transported to a large village between the Prut and Dniester River, called Voceaci, in southern 
Transnistria, where there were a few thousand Roma. This village was a large sovhoz (a Russian 
collective community). She describes their situation as being so very terrible, because of lack of 
food and the minimum necessities. She describes how most of the Roma population became ill, 
infected with typhus and died. Others lost their lives due to cruelty of the local militia who shot 
them. 
 
Though there were cows in the village, they did could not get any milk for their children, nor 
any cheese, and many died of starvation. Sometimes they were able to perform some work for 
the local Russian population and receive a meager payment or some corn meal. They were 
there for about three years, after which those who survived were told to go back to Romania to 
avoid being killed in the forthcoming fight of the war. At that time, after losing her parents and 
her siblings, Maria had to take care of some of her nephews and nieces, children of her siblings, 
who were left orphans. Around 1944 the remaining Roma crossed into Romania at the town of 
Galati. They faced more hardships and sufferings, they encountered the Nazi German soldiers, 
who would indiscriminately shoot them.  
 
Maria indicates that their return to Romania was facilitated by the intervention of the Queen of 
Romania, who influenced Antonescu to allow it. Her deep sorrow is directed at the sufferings 
and the loss or her father, mother, sisters, and brother caused by the cruelty of the deportation 
to Transnistria. She displays anger for not getting any assistance from the United States. 
 
At the time of the interview Maria indicates that she has five daughters and two sons.  
 
The names of the other locations in Transnistria where the Roma were dispersed are Briceni, 
Pechora, and Reblenitz.  
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