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Abstract 
 

Albert Nahmias was born in 1915, in Bitola, Yugoslavia.  His family moved to 
Thessaloníki during World War I.  At the beginning of World War II, Albert left for Albania, 
where he was imprisoned as a Communist.  In December 1943, he attempted to escape by boat to 
Italy. The boat was rescued by the British army, and everyone aboard was transferred to Bari, 
Italy.  After the war, Albert discovered that the rest of his family had survived the war in Athens.  
He was married in 1948, and re-established his family business in Thessaloníki.  Albert insists 
that the Jews of Thessaloníki all could have survived the war if they had not listened to their 
leaders. 
 
Tape 1 
 
1:49 Albert Nahmias was born in 1915 in Bitola, Yugoslavia (now Macedonia).  His 

father was a merchant.  The town was under Turkish rule.  His parents escaped to 
Thessaloníki in 1917, after bombardments during World War I.  He studied in 
French schools in Thessaloníki.  At home they spoke Ladino.  Albert describes 
the Jewish community in Thessaloníki – there were 60,000 Jews in a population 
of 250,000.  There were many Jewish schools and institutions.  After the fall of 
the Turks, the town was ruled by the Greeks. 

 
1:56 Albert opened branch of his business in Skopje, Yugoslavia.  The Germans 

attacked Yugoslavia in April 1941.  Albert was not a Yugoslav citizen.  He served 
in the army.  Bulgaria annexed Skopje.  When the Germans arrived, Albert 
liquidated his business and reinvested in real estate.  He opened one store, hoping 
to settle in Albania. 

 
2:00 On 22 March 1942, Albert left on foot towards Tirana, the capital of Albania.  

Albert changed to his name to an Albanian name and got Albanian papers.  He 
was cheated by a colleague (an Albanian Muslim).  Under Bulgarian rule, the 
Jews had to pay heavy real estate taxes.  Albert tried to establish commercial ties 
with someone in Italy, but he was denounced by his Albanian co-workers.  They 
were imprisoned as Communists in Tirana. 

 
2:11 After the Italian capitulation, Albert was freed from prison and hid in a local 

village, with a few relatives and a friend, Irving Fisher, from Zagreb. 
 
2:15 In December 1943, they tried to escape by boat to Italy.  They found out that the 

boat was filled with more than a hundred Italian soldiers who had deserted so as 
not to be sent by the Germans to the Russian front.  They were almost lost at sea.  
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They were rescued by the British army, interrogated by British intelligence, and 
were given British ID cards and uniforms.  They were transferred to Bari in Italy.  
Upon delivery of the Italian deserters, they even received payment from the 
Italian government. 

 
Tape 2 
 
2:00 One thousand Jews left Italy for the United States on an Italian quota for 

displaced Jews.  The Greek Jews left for Egypt.  Since Albert was Yugoslavian, 
he stayed in Italy.  He got a job as an interpreter in the port of Bari.  He lived in 
empty Italian summer homes.  He traveled all over Italy – to Milan and Rome.  
He tried to find out about his parents via the Red Cross and the Greek consulate.  
He learned that his parents had survived and were living in Athens.  Albert tried 
to go to Greece to join them.  In December 1945, he left Bari for Greece. 

 
2:04 The Thalmoki(?) during the war was under German occupation.  Athens was 

under the Italians.  Albert’s brother and sister and their children, as well as his 
parents, escaped to Athens with the help of Greek friends and fake ID cards.  A 
great deal of money and merchandise was involved in securing the escape. 

 
2:10 After the Italians capitulated in Athens and the Germans arrived, Albert’s family 

escaped to the mountains.  They were hiking as Greeks, not as Jews.  They stayed 
there until the end of the war, they developed relationships that they maintain 
until today. 

 
2:15 What was the Greek attitude toward the Jews?  Was it money that bought their 

assistance? Were only rich Jews saved?  The Jews who had no money escaped to 
the mountains and joined the partisans.  Those who escaped to Italy had money 
and indeed needed lots of money in order to survive in Italy.  They cashed in gold 
coins they had smuggled out with them. 

 
2:20 After the liberation, Albert’s brothers returned to Thessaloníki, and his parents 

stayed in Athens.  Some of their friends went to Egypt. 
 
2:23 The Jewish community in Thessaloníki after the war was comprised of 

approximately one thousand people.  The American Joint took care of the needy.  
Some immigrated to the United States.  Albert's family reopened their business 
and flourished.  His father died in 1946. 

 
2:29 In 1948, Albert got married and continued the family business successfully in 

Thessaloníki.  His daughter lives in Israel.  She practices alternative medicine.  
Her husband is a professor at the Technion.  Albert’s son has a doctorate degree in 
biology and is living in London. 

 
2:35 Question: You and your entire family, who were prosperous merchants, managed 

to survive the war and even re-establish your old business and thrive.  You speak 
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several languages and you are very cosmopolitan.  How do you explain the 
different fate of so many Jews of Thessaloníki who perished during the war? 

 
 Answer: All of the Jews could have escaped and survived.  Those who didn't have 

the money could have joined the partisans in the hills.  Unfortunately there was an 
internal war of propaganda.  People inside the Jewish community were preaching 
faith in the Germans, and trying to reassure members of the community that the 
German occupation would not harm them.  Those who didn't believe this escaped 
to the hills.  Those who believed in German benevolence perished.  Even after the 
atrocities such as labor camps had started in Greece, many Jews still did not leave. 

 
Tape 3 
 
3:03 Jews in Macedonia also perished.  Many of them were merchants who were 

hesitant to liquidate their businesses.  They held on too long, and then it was too 
late.  Many thought that their money alone would buy their deliverance.  Those 
who stayed in occupied Yugoslavia and Albania perished in concentration camps. 

 
3:07 Albert and his friends, however, who escaped to Italy, continued his business 

affairs, especially trading in gold.  Alfred Melamed and Zdravko Beracha, two of 
Albert’s friends, amassed great wealth, some of it illegally, and after the war they 
contributed to building a center commemorating Jewish life in Macedonia, in 
Skopje. 

 
3:13 Albert again insists that all of the Jews could have escaped.  He tells of a Rabbi 

Koretz in Thessaloníki who together with other leaders of the Jewish community 
urged the Jews to have faith in the Germans.  They were sent to Bergen-Belsen 
and were treated favorably.  Albert concludes that they actually collaborated with 
the Nazis. 
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