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Abstract 
 

 Esther Massarano was born Esther Narumi in Larissa, Greece.  Her father was a tailor.  Larissa 
was a small city with more than 1,000 Jews, and life there was very pleasant, even under the Italian 
occupation.  When the Germans entered Greece, a Greek man that Esther knew offered to hide her 
family in his village, Falani.  They and other Jews went to Falani and were given false identity papers.  
Most of the Jews of Larissa survived either by hiding or by joining the partisans, but about 200 were 
killed by the Germans. 
 After hiding in Falani, Esther’s family received new documents and moved to another village 
called Vlakhoyianni, where they lived very well.  Some members of Esther’s extended family did not 
survive because they remained in Salonika rather than moving to Athens or escaping with the 
Partisans.  Esther believes that many people in Salonika could have escaped.  Esther and her husband, 
who is a survivor of Auschwitz, have three daughters and four grandchildren. 

 
Tape 1 
 
1.01 Esther Massarano was born in Larissa, Greece, in the Thessaly region.  Her parents 

were Isak and Miriam Namuri.  She had a younger sister.  Before the war, Larissa was a 
large city of 30,000 to 40,000 people, with more than 1,000 Jews.  There were two 
synagogues and a Jewish school.  There were rich Jews as well as poor Jews in the city.  
They spoke Greek, but the older generation spoke Ladino.  Esther’s family was neither 
rich nor poor.  Her father was a tailor.  Larissa was a commercial city.  The Jews 
engaged in the same occupations as the other residents.  Esther first attended a Jewish 
school for six years.  The school was the same as other government schools where they 
learned all subjects such as math, literature, and geography.  After her exams she went 
to a higher public school for four years.  Then she went to work as a cashier in a 
clothing store, owned by a Jewish man.  She stayed there for three years.   

 
 In 1940 the war came to Greece.  On March 1, 1941 they had a large earthquake and the 

building where Esther worked was destroyed.  The owner collected what was 
salvageable and moved to Athens.  Esther found work in another clothing store, also 
owned by a Jewish man.  There she met a vendor, Yanis Morraros, who would on 
occasion assist the store owner.  One day Yanis said to her: 'Esther, if you are afraid of 
the Germans, come to my village and I will hide you'.  She and her family hid.  When 
the Germans came in 1943 (before that the Italians were occupying the city), her whole 
family went to this village.   

 
 Esther describes life in Larissa as being very pleasant.  The Jews of Larissa were treated 

quite well by the Italians; some of them even made friends with Italians, because the 
Ladino language was similar to Italian.  The Greeks did not have this advantage.  There 
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were no special restrictions on the Jews, none whatsoever.  The Germans entered 
Larissa in September 1943.  At first everybody started saying 'the Germans are coming, 
the Germans are coming' and all of the Jews went into hiding.  Then, little by little, 
people started leaving Larissa.  They had heard about what had happened to the Jews of 
Salonika and for that reason they could not take a chance on staying. 

 
1.11 The village where they hid was called Falani, about 10 or 11 kilometers from Larissa.  

Esther’s family and other Jews went to Falani with Jewish names, but later the Jewish 
community obtained for them false identification cards with names of Greeks who had 
passed away.  When the Germans ordered that all Jews register, the people of Falani 
asked the three or four Jewish families there to leave.  Esther's younger sister was sick, 
and Esther's family told the villagers that they would leave as soon as the sister was 
well.  But when she got better, the family was told that they could stay and the village 
would hide them.  Esther's family provided for themselves by sewing - the father made 
clothes for men, and the mother and the two daughters made clothes for women and 
thus did well for the nine months they stayed there. 

 
1.15 Esther’s false name was Katina Tufexi.  Her mother was known as Marika, which was 

the same as Miriam, so she didn't need false papers.  Esther's sister didn't get false 
papers, either.  But the entire village knew that the family was Jewish. 

 
1.17 Some of the young people were active with EAM (the National Liberation Front).  They 

would come from the mountains to the village at night to get food and other supplies.  
Germans were stationed in Larissa, and they would come to Falani to get milk, eggs, 
produce, etc.  Esther's family remained in Falani until May 15, 1944.  The family did 
not live with Yanis, but with his help they rented a house nearby.  At the time of this 
interview, Yanis was no longer alive.  Esther says that her family was not aware of Yad 
Vashem's program to recognize Righteous Gentiles, but that they did make some 
unsuccessful attempts with the Jewish community of Athens to that effect.  Yanis was a 
Vlah (of Romanian heritage), about 45 years old, married with a family.  Esther 
describes other details of Yanis' life. 

 
1.24 In addition to Esther’s immediate family, Esther’s uncle Jakov Nahmuni, a brother of 

her father, lived there.  Jakov went back to Larissa and the Germans took him.  He had 
three daughters and one very religious son.  Two of the daughters went to Athens and 
the third went to the partisans. 

 
1.26 The religious son, who was about 35 years old, worked with the power company.  He 

was very lucky - on March 24 when the Germans came to take all the Jews of Larissa, 
they somehow skipped the uncle's house.  The next day the father and the son went to 
work as if there was nothing different.  The people begged them to leave, to go to the 
partisans.  'Go!' 'Go!', they said, but because they hid the mother and the aunt at home, 
they didn't want to leave.  That day, while the family was having lunch, the Germans 
came and took them.  They had a ten-hour window of opportunity to save themselves.  
The Germans took the son, the mother and the aunt.  The father, while coming home 
with a daughter, was stopped by a policeman who discouraged him from going home 
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because of the German activities.  The father and the daughter took his advice and made 
contact with the partisans.  The third Jewish family who hid in Falani also survived, but 
Esther didn't know the details. 

 
1.30 About 200 of the 1,000 Jews from Larissa were taken by the Germans.  Many who had 

some money went to Athens.  Esther didn't know how many people went to the 
partisans.  Esther’s cousin Allegra, who was a French language teacher, went to Athens, 
where she translated the French newspapers for the partisans.  Allegra’s sister Sara 
stayed with Allegra.  Athens was a large city so it was not very difficult to blend with 
the population.  Esther didn't know much about the third family who went to Falani.  In 
Falani they would get invited by the town’s residents to all of their activities such as 
weddings, celebrations of their saints’ namesakes, etc.  The Greeks liked them. 

 
Tape 2 
 

2.01 A man named Morados(?) gave them new documents from EAM and helped them go to 
another village called Vlakhoyianni.  A man named Moraitis(?), a friend formerly with 
the Larissa police, signed the papers.  Esther’s family lived well.  The president of the 
community of Vlakhoyianni (Sapunachis) gave them a house to live in for free.  They 
lived in this town about five months.  Esther's family had two sewing machines, so they 
could work.  They did the sewing for the people of Vlakhoyianni who paid them, not 
with money but with chickens, eggs, oil, and produce.  The villagers knew that they 
were Jewish.  The Germans never came to Vlakhoyianni except when they were 
retreating, and that was to steal and burn and destroy.  The family hid for several days in 
the mountains when the Germans came.  This area Verikusia(?) was very high in the 
mountains and was considered a free territory.  The EAM took care of the Jews, giving 
them food and a place to sleep.  There was another Jewish family in Vlakhoyianni 
named Jakoel.  They were from Athens, and they also survived.   

 Many Jews went to the mountains and saved themselves in this way.  But very few Jews 
actually joined the EAM.  Esther's husband's sister, Mathilda, who was sixteen years 
old, joined the EAM.  She went from Salonika (Thessaloníki) with her older, Ida, but 
because their mother cried a lot, the older sister returned home and was later taken by 
the Germans.  She did not survive.  Mathilda stayed with the EAM for two years until 
the end of the war.  She came back after the war, got married in 1951, went to America, 
had four children, and died two years ago.  Mathilda's father, mother, three brothers and 
sister Ida were taken to Auschwitz where all except one brother, Esther's husband, 
perished.   

 Life for Jews in Larissa after the war was the same as for others.  They had some help 
from the Jewish community, the Joint.  With a little work, gradually, they lived like the 
rest of the Greeks.  They compiled documents about who was taken, who survived, etc.   

 A friend from Larissa introduced Esther to her husband.  They have three daughters and 
four grandchildren.  One daughter is in Israel and two daughters there (Greece?).  One is 
a lawyer.  After the war, Esther’s husband worked for a while with the BP oil company 
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as a laborer.  Later he bought a truck; they got married and raised three daughters.  Life 
was good.   

 
2.18 At that point (when?) there were about 340 Jews in Larissa.  The rest were dispersed - 

some went to the United States, others to Israel, and all over the world.  There still is a 
Jewish community in Larissa, although it is getting smaller.  There still is a Jewish 
school. 

 
2.20 In 1943 the town rabbi, Avram Sasson, went into hiding in one of the many villages 

near Larissa.  But there was another rabbi from Volonamed Pesah(?) whom the 
Germans called and instructed to have all Jews register with the German authorities.  
He, instead, advised the people to escape because the Germans would take them.  The 
Jews of Larissa didn't have contacts with EAM.  Everyone was afraid because whenever 
there was any partisan activity, the Germans would take other people and kill them.  
When the partisans killed two German officers, the Germans took four other partisans 
and burned them alive.  There were also Greek collaborators, EDES (Greek Democratic 
National Army), who would denounce the Greeks.  The Nahmunes (Narumi?) family 
was just lucky. 

 
2.27 Esther believes that in the beginning, many of the Jews of Salonika could have been 

saved.  Perhaps many younger people could have escaped.  But the families are funny.  
The parents don't want the children to leave, and the children don't want to abandon the 
parents.  Also, in Salonika, there were many Jews who did not speak Greek and could 
not blend with the local population of the nearby villages.  (All the Jews of Larissa 
spoke Greek.) 

 
2.29 Except for the four people about whom Esther spoke earlier, her entire family survived, 

including a large number of her aunts, uncles, and cousins.  Her family was very lucky.  
They never asked for any financial help from anyone; they worked and they did well.  
They got along with the Greeks of Larissa.  But the Jewish population is becoming 
smaller.  There is much intermarriage, and one hardly hears of any weddings in the 
synagogue between two Jewish people. 

 
2.33 Esther is a Nahmunes, and hopes to hear from the other Nahmunes family members.  

She shows pictures of her family and friends.  Esther does not know how her husband 
survived Auschwitz, but states that he was very strong and spoke several languages.  

 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




