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Miriam Steiner-Aviezer 
 
The video starts with a picture of a memorial wall to the victims of the illegal immigration ship 
named Salvador that was wrecked on December 12, 1940. The main message states that even 
though they perished, many others made their way to their homeland afterwards. 
 
The video begins with a stela that narrates the above story. 
 
 “At the beginning of December 1940, a small, broken ship sailed from the port of Verna (?) in 
Bulgaria, with 350 illegal immigrants on board, in the direction of Palestine. On December 6, the 
boat arrived to Istanbul, but had to throw anchor for 6 days in the Outer Bosforos (?)  because 
of the stormy weather conditions. On December 11, at night, the ship continued its way but 
was caught in a snow storm. In the morning of December 12, the captain tried to return to 
port… (hard to read!)” 
 
The interview with Miriam Steiner-Aviezer starts at minute 16:44: 
 
In Macedonia, a region annexed to Bulgaria, 7320 Jews were handed over to the Germans by 
the Bulgarians, in March 11, 1943. All of them were taken to Treblinka and liquidated there. 
Thanks to a Yugoslavian researcher, Jamila Kolomonos, who labored many years collecting 
materials, and the punctiliousness of the German record-keeping, Yad Vashem obtained the 
names of all the Jews that were killed. The names were all Sephardic. Sometimes 11 or 15 
family members were listed as killed. Most were simple workers: porters, shoemakers, maids, 
gardeners. The few who were saved, thanks to the intervention of Bulgarian righteous gentiles 
who deemed these Jews important, were doctors and pharmacists, who were supposed to 
“advance the German cause”. There were also a few saved by the Embassy of Spain thanks to 
an old law that protected the exiles from Spain. 
 
The names are properly entered in the registry of Yad Vashem now, in order to give the victims, 
finally, a name and a grave… 
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