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Jacobo Confino says his name originates in the expulsion of the Jews from Spain, in 1942. Many 
Jews were sent to Italy then, and put in a camp (or “confine”. ) From there, many Jews migrated 
to the Balkans. Jacobo was born in Bulgaria in 1926. Until today, there are remnants of that 
community in Livorno, Italy. 

Jacobo is a lawyer, and has been one for over 30 years in Israel. 

Dr Baruch Confino: 

Jacobo’s father, the late Dr Baruch Confino, was known for his help to the Jews during the 
illegal immigration to Palestine period in 1939-40. In his youth, he was very active in the 
Maccabi Organization. In 1911, Dr.Confino travelled to Montpellier, France, to study Medicine. 
After 4 years he was mobilized at home in Bulgaria, and fought in WWI as medical officer of his 
regiment. After the war, he returned to France and graduated as an ophthalmologist from the 
Sorbonne. In Paris, he was the secretary of the Union of Zionist Students, whose chairman was 
Max Nordau. Upon his return home, he was considered THE Jewish expert on eye maladies. 
However, his main occupation was helping in the Zionist movement. The family lived in a 5-
storie building in Sophia, and the rental income supported the family. He was the Maccabi 
chairman in Bulgaria, and for 20 years, the vice- chairman of the Theodor Herzl branch of the 
Zionist Organization in Sophia. 

Dr.Confino believed in realizing the Zionist dream, and that’s why he aided in the illegal 
immigrants. The British limited the number of certificates given to legal immigrants to 
Palestine. Dr. Confino was active in the Committee for Immigration to Palestine, within the 
Zionist organization. At the end of 1938, he went to Greece and bought a ship, Ageos Nikolaus, 
and sent to Palestine 350 immigrants. Upon the arrival of those immigrants to Palestine, a big 
uproar arose in Sophia. Jacobo says that the leaders of the Zionist Organizations themselves 
were big talkers but didn’t do much. Furthermore, they were jealous of the success of Dr. 
Confino. Also, the British Consulate in Sophia complained to the Zionist Organization because 
they were the receivers of the legal British certificates, and shouldn’t be sponsoring illegal 
activities. For this reason, Dr. Confino resigned his position in the organization, and continued 
his work for the immigration to the Jews to Palestine on his own. 

He went to Hungary, and purchased a 50-year old coal container-ship, the Rudnitzar, with the 
help of monies for those candidates to immigrate, and prepared it to carry humans to Palestine.  

At that time, the Jews in Bulgaria who were citizens of other countries were persecuted by the 
authorities and sent to the border with Greece. There, women were raped and all were subject 
to violence. Thus, many more people than allowed ended up in the ship. In order to allow the 
Jews to get on the boat, Dr. Confino had to bribe everyone in the line of command. Also, the 
Bulgarian crews were afraid to undertake these trips, so that Dr. Confino had to arrange for his 
own crews from among Bielo-Russians who had fled the Russian Revolution. One of these was 
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someone by the name Prutkin, who captained the Hungarian ship twice to Palestine. Another 
captain was Gurbatenko, and the ship engineer was Kravchenko.  

The way the illegal immigrants were not caught upon arrival to Palestine was that small boats 
accompanied the big ship and, about 5 km from the coast, the immigrants boarded them and 
got to the shore on their own. In this way, the ship made 4 trips back and forth. The boats 
departed from Varna.  

Another ship was the Libertat, and a second Ageus Nikolaus 2. Altogether, about 4,500 illegal 
immigrants arrived to Palestine thanks to Dr. Confino’s efforts. 

What differentiate Dr Confino from other immigration activists? The fact he did not care about 
the political affiliation of the Jews! He saw the Holocaust approach, and knew he had to save 
Jews, no matter their group of belonging. Revisionist Jews, religious Jews, Zionist Jews, 
ultraorthodox Jews, leftist Jews, non-Zionist. He was even in touch with the rabbi from 
Munkatch (in Slovakia) who was no Zionist at all.  

Dr Confino was not particularly liked within the organizations in Palestine, because he helped 
immigrate any Jew who just wanted. The Eretz Israel organizations even sent to Hungary a Mr. 
Shlomo Lipsky (later Shlomo Tamir) from kibbutz Tel Yosef, in order to boycott Dr. Confino’s 
efforts. When Shlomo Lipsky met Dr Confino, he changed his mission, and helped the latter in 
his efforts. They stayed friends for life. 

Dr Confino passed away in Israel, at the age of 92, on July 16, 1982. When he arrived in 
Palestine, he founded, in Azur, a cooperative to build houses, building about 120 units. He also 
built a nursing home, Dora, in Gadera. He was also active politically. He was an advisor for Gush 
Emunim and, despite being a secular Jew; he did not miss the introduction to a Torah Scroll to 
any of the communities of Judea and Samaria. 

Dr. Confino’s name was tied with the sinking of the Salvador ship. When he was in Hungary, 
aiding the immigration of Jews there, a committee of the Zionist Organization in Sophia (who 
were supporters of Dr. Confino) got together in Bulgaria, and bought a ship to send Jews from 
there to Palestine.  Dr. Confino gave his blessing to the enterprise. Unfortunately, the number 
of passengers was double the ship’s capacity and it sank in December, 1940, in the Sea of 
Marmara. Out of over 350 passengers, more than 200 drowned. The number of passengers 
grew due to the fact that the Bulgarian authorities put on the ship many of the Jews of other 
nationalities, which were being expelled from Bulgaria. 

Dr Confino returned immediately from Hungary, and took total responsibility for the tragedy. 
Everyone else, hid behind this explanation. This, as a matter of fact, put an end to his efforts to 
send illegal immigrants to Israel.  

Dr Confino was sent to a concentration camp, Goldavoda (?) where only one other Jew was 
imprisoned, Dr Shaul Mezal. Mezal was known by the fact that as a protest against the King of 
Bulgaria’s anti-Semitic declarations, gave back to the king a medal he had received. On 
September 9, 1944, all the prisoners of Goldavoda became the rulers after the Red Army 
liberated it. And thus Dr Confino knew every one of the top leadership.  
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In 1946, an illegal envoy from the Immigration Department of the Jewish Agency arrived in 
Bulgaria, Aaron Assah (?) member of the Urim (?) group, who is now a lawyer in Jerusalem. His 
mission was to activate the Zionist Youth Movements, who had dimmed during the time of the 
Fascist government. The leaders of the movements were interested in only one thing: 
immigration to Palestine. But, in 1946 this was impossible. So, a committee, among them the 
envoy from Palestine, went to consult about illegal immigration with Dr Confino. It was then 
that Dr Confino and Shlomo Dagan (one of the committee members) founded a fictitious 
commercial enterprise with the objective to obtain a telephone to communicate with the 
immigration envoys that were based then in Bucharest. Moshe Averbuch (later Moshe Agami) 
was then the chairman of the group in Bucharest. It was decided to send someone to him with 
the message that there were thousands of Bulgarian Jews interested in immigration. Jacobo 
was the natural choice.  

Jacobo Confino at the end of 1846 had finished his military service in the Bulgarian Army and he 
could obtain a Bulgarian passport to “study” in Bucharest. He travelled there, and registered in 
the Polytechnic Institute (in which he wasn’t interested at all.) He met Averbuch and told him 
that it was possible to purchase ships in Bulgaria in order to transport Jews to Palestine. Later 
on also Dr. Confino arrived there and confirmed the possibility.  

But without the intervention of Stephan Bogdanov the immigration of 1948-49 would have 
never succeeded. When Dr. Confino organized his groups in 1939-40, he was aided by a 
Bulgarian non-Jew, Angel Paskalev. He was born in Tornovo, the ancient capital of Bulgaria 
before the Turkish conquest. He was a Communist who had been imprisoned from 1925 to 
1930 because of his political activities. Stephan Bogdanov was also born in Tornovo and until he 
met Dr. Confino he had never met a Jew in Bulgaria. They met Bogdanov in 1940 while he was 
studying Law and making some money photographing vacationers in the seashore. After the 
Communist established their regime, he became the head of the Security Services of Bulgaria.  
In 1925, the older brother of Stephan Bogdanov was a member of the Politbureau of the 
Communist Party in the underground. In 1942, another brother of Stephan Bogdanov was 
hanged by decision of a military court. Angel Paskalev was a youth friend of Stephan Bogdanov. 
Dr. Confino and Angel Paskalev went to Stephan Bogdanov and told him:”Why do you need 
these Jews? Let them emigrate. Your treasury is empty and you cannot even send ambassadors 
or representatives to other countries. We will pay you $50 per Jew if you let them go.” 
(Ceausescu demanded six thousands per Jew now, as opposed to $50 then.) Stephan Bogdanov 
who actually was ruling the country, instead of the Prime Minister, (who was later hanged by 
Stalin.)  was convinced. Not only that but he also allowed Jews from Rumania to pass through 
Bulgaria. As it is well-known the ships Pan York and Pan Kretchen (?) leaving Bulgarian ports, 
brought 15,000 immigrants to Israel. 

Giorgy Dimitrov was hailed as the one to allow the Jewish emigration from Bulgaria, but it was 
not so: the real help was Bogdanov. Thanks to the latter, the Jews from Bulgaria left in mass it 
for Israel in 1948-49.  
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Tape 2 

Jacob arrived in Rumania in 1947, January, and stayed there until October of that year. He met 
all of the envoys. He was especially impressed by one named Meno Moskowitz, from the 
Hashomer Hatzair, nowadays known as Dr. Ben Ephraim, an engineer and lecturer at Beer 
Sheva University. He also knew a delegate from an official organization who came to sign 
documents with the Bulgarian authorities. Yeshayahu Dan, who introduced himself as a 
Palmach coronel. After his immigration to Israel in October 1847, Jacob found out that Dan had 
lied. The only Palmach coronels had been Itzhak Sade and Yigal Alon. This coronel Dan was also 
illiterate in Hebrew, lacked basic education and managed to offend Stephan Bogdanov, (a jurist 
among other things,) so badly this he expelled Dan from Bulgaria. 

This alone could have spelled the end of Jewish immigration, as Bulgaria was a satellite of the 
Soviet Union, (whose Jews were forbidden from emigrating.) “Coronel” Dan begged Dr Confino 
to intercede for him and request from Bogdanov to allow him entry in Bulgaria again. After 
great efforts, Dr Confino managed to obtain the permission. Angel Paskanov, who managed to 
get the cooperation of Bogdanov, is referred to as a “real angel” for the cause, and Jacob thinks 
he deserves the title of “righteous gentile”. In 1949, Bogdanov went to Dr Confino and told him 
to leave Bulgaria, because he was about to be declared a spy from either America or Britain. Dr 
Confino went then to Ehud Avriel in Prague, with the excuse he needed to arrange some 
documents. From there, he went to Paris and from Paris to Israel. He left his properties behind 
in Sophia.  

Dr Confino had wanted to bring Angel Paskanov to Israel but he, being an orthodox communist, 
wanted to come only in an official capacity. He was named Commerce attaché of the Bulgarian 
embassy but, in the meantime the Prime Minister was hanged, and Paskanov lost his position as 
captain of the police force, becoming a store clerk. He died of a broken heart… 

By 1949, 95% of the Bulgarian Jews had immigrated to Israel. 

From 9:23 to 18, Jacob talks about his own education.  

Anti-Semitism in Bulgaria, where Jews were 1% of the general population. Beginning in May, 
1943, Jews were forced to wear the yellow arm band with the Magen David. Soon after, the 
Jews were expelled from Sophia. 

Father was sent to be a doctor in different villages.  

The concentration camp where Dr Confino was, in Somowitz (?) The first camp he had been 
sent to, Gondavoda, was not for Jews. 

Jacob’s first steps in Israel. Serving in the IDF and then studying law at the Hebrew University, 
graduating with the first class ever of lawyers there. 

Dr Confino was never a Revisionist, as some had said. He was against Begin, and his Camp David 
negotiations, and was one of the founders of the political party “Tehyia”, that was founded as a 
protest to the Camp David agreement. 

  

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



Tape 3 

 

In November 1944, Jacob was mobilized into the Bulgarian army. He was in the regiment called 
“Regimen of the Popular Guard”. Out of over 200 soldiers, there were only 6 who had 
completed gymnasium. In general, those are sent to Officers School for the Reserve. The course 
lasts between 6 and 12 months, and the title of officer is conferred to those graduates. Jacob 
was very active, writing articles in the newspaper. At least 4 of the gymnasium graduates were 
Fascists, supporters of the last regime. Jacob was not chosen, and many excuses were given. 
Jacob wanted to be a doctor, like his father. After a year, about 4 people were sent to a course 
for Paramedic sergeants, considered to be preparation for medical school. Jacob was not sent. 
Among other activities, he would teach the soldiers, since many of them were illiterate. Jacob 
realized he doesn’t have a place in Bulgaria. At the end of his military service, he wanted to be 
sent to guard the borders, a very easy job, with no danger. He was told that gypsies, Jews and 
other minorities are not allowed to do that kind of work. This was close to the end of 1946, and 
the end of his service. Of all 5,000 Jews who stayed in Bulgaria, some of them were ardent 
Communists; others were in mixed marriages, or Partisans.  

In 1980, 2 years before he passed away, Dr Confino invited Stephan Bogdanov to Israel. He 
came with his wife, and they toured all the interesting places in Israel. The association of 
immigrants of Bulgaria invited Bogdanov to be their guest, under the condition that Dr Confino 
did not come. They were sure that the good doctor, was looking for “rehabilitation” from his 
past, and that he was out to benefit financially from his Zionist work in the illegal immigration. . 
Bogdanov refused the invitation, declaring he knew Dr Confino very well and for sure, he didn’t 
need any rehabilitation.  
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