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Question: So, let’s get started. It would be interesting to hear how you and your family 

lived before the war, where you lived and how it was when you were still safe and 

secure. 

Answer: Well, we, that is I and my parents, lived in Uherska, no, in Jalub in the Uherske 

Hradiste region. We were six brothers and sisters, and my father was a blacksmith. Of 

course, we all went to school everyday. My father’s brother lived with us, too. His name 

was Vavrinec, and he didn’t have any children. So, around the end of the 1943 school 

year, the year I finished school, they came for us, the SS troops, and took us to Stare 

Mesto, Uherske Hradiste region. And there we were, in the community center, in Czech 

‘sokolovna’. And that’s where everything started, for all of us who were there. 

Q: But wait a minute, before that, what and how were relations between you and your 

relatives, with your neighbors?         

A: Well, I’d say everything was okay, yes, we had a good life.  

Q: What did the workshop look like, the area you had in your building? 

A: No, no, we had our own area. It was a brick workshop.  

Q: And when you were a boy you used to go there, just to see what your Daddy was 

doing.   

A: Yes, yes, and I went to school, and when I came home I would go see what he was 

up to.  

Q: What did he do on those days, in his workshop? 

A: Well, he did all sorts of things, like work with chains, all kinds of things, like all his 

blacksmith work. 

Q: Things for your neighbors, I suppose. 

A: Yes, for the neighbors. 

Q: So you didn’t have any problems before the war, did you? 

A: No, none at all, none at all, not at all. 

Q: And everyone accepted you, in your village. 

A: Yes, they all accepted us, and well. 
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Q: Weren’t there other families, Roma or something? 

A: No, the only other one was my Daddy’s brother. He didn’t have any children. He was 

there with his wife, but they were raising their niece. No, she was dead by then. He didn’t 

have any problems, either.  

Q. And when the Germans came, did you already have the feeling that something was 

amiss? 

A: No, not at all, nothing, because they, they took one transport in 1941 and that was to 

Dodink or wherever it was, and they left us alone.  

Q: And whom did they take that time? 

A: At that time they took some of the more vagabond types. But the people who had real 

homes, who lived in the village permanently, they didn’t take, not until that 1943.  

Q: And that surprised you, you hadn’t counted on that. 

A: Yes, that’s right, we didn’t expect that, not at all. They told us we were going to work. 

It was that year that I finished school. 

Q: Who rounded you up? 

A: The police. 

Q: Police from the city? 

A: Yes, police. 

Q: And they were Czechs? 

A: Czechs, Czechs, yes Czechs. 

Q: And what did they tell you? 

A: Something like that they were taking us, that we were being moved to Stare Mesto, to 

the community center. We stayed there for around two weeks, something like that, and 

after that we were put on the transport. 

Q: What was that like? 

A: They loaded us onto there. 

Q: But what did they do to you, did they take your pictures? 

A: No. 
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Q: Did they take your fingerprints? 

A: No, all they did was cut our hair. But at that time, we were still able to move about 

freely, to go outside. 

Q: And were they good to you at that time? 

A: Well, they weren’t so bad to us, with us, well, from what I remember, no, not so bad.  

Q: Did any of you ever want to escape? 

A: No one, because we believed them, we trusted them, that we were going to work. 

Yes. 

Q: So at that time you didn’t know anything, nothing at all? 

A: No, nothing, nothing, nothing at all. 

Q: Nothing about Osvetim, nothing? 

A: No, no, no, no. 

Q: And the other villagers, what did they say? 

A: The other villagers, well, maybe they knew something, but they didn’t say anything, 

nothing at all.  

Q: What did you take with you? 

A: Nothing, nothing at all. 

Q: You weren’t allowed? 

A: Well, just a few clothes and a little food, and things like that. 

Q: What about valuables, prized possessions? 

A: No, no, no. Because my Dad had his blacksmith shop, and he left it with one of the 

villagers. Yeah, that’s the way it was. 

Q: And there in the community center, where did you sleep there? 

A: Well, on the ground, down there with the plants and animals.  

Q. And did they give you something to eat? 

A: Well, yeah, yeah, they gave us something, the ones who were there. 

Q: And you waited. 

A: Yes, we waited. And after that they took us to Stare Mesto, to the railroad station, and  
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then we were on our way to Ostrava, but the Germans were already there. 

Q: On the way to Ostrava, you were in a regular train or were you in cattle cars? 

A: It was a transport train, with freight cars, covered freight cars. 

Q: In the train, did you have anything with you, or did you just have something small to 

eat?   

A: We had (a few things) from home, but that was it. 

Q: And in Ostrava?  

A: The Germans were ahead of us, they were waiting for us. 

Q: And then, on arriving in Ostrava, you went on immediately? 

A: That’s right, immediately. 

Q: Or did you change trains? 

A: Well, at that time the police left, and the Germans came for us. 

Q: And then it was different in the train, or in the freight train? 

A: Oh yes, yes, of course, of course, it was, it was. 

Q: How long did you travel, how far did you go? 

A: We went to Sencim, that’s not too far from Ostrava, you know, and we arrived there in 

the evening or something like that, and they herded us into these large halls. 

Q: Wait just a second, that was in winter, or what? 

A: In March. 

Q: In March. In March, what did you see, all of you? What was your first impression, your 

first image, just as they pulled you out of the freight cars? 

A: Well, we were put in barracks, and there was a corpse just lying there, and there were 

other dead bodies lying around, and they were already hard. 

Q: What did they do with you the first day? 

A: Well, the first day they took us to those barracks, but first they took us to these halls, 

these big, spacious rooms. We waited there, and then they separated us into the 

barracks, into blocks.  

A woman’s voice: And they cut your hair, didn’t they? 
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A: Yeah, and then they tattooed us and things like that.  

Q: The first thing they did was tattoo you, and then they made you go to the showers? 

A: No, no, no. There weren’t any showers there, because they were only built... There 

wasn’t any water, none at all. We just walked around the area. In some of the more lower 

areas, there was some water standing. Any water that was there, we were wading 

around in.  

Q: How many of you were there? 

A: Yeah, yeah. 

Q: No, I mean, when you went there, did they take the whole family? 

A: The whole family, yes. That’s the way it was all around the Uherske Hradiste region. 

Q: But how many people were in that train, to Ostrava, around how many? 

A: I’d say around 30, around 30. 

Q: In Ostrava there were apparently already___? 

A: No, no, in Ostrava, no, they overtook us, the Germans that is, and they moved us on. 

Q: So there were 30 in each freight car? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And then you got there, and you were afraid, I suppose, what awaited you and what 

would be, or maybe you had seen something already. 

A: Well, we had seen some things, like those dead bodies lying on the ground, things like 

that, and we weren’t sure what was going to happen, that’s for sure. 

Q: So what did they tell you, what did they tell you to do? 

A: I was there, just after we had arrived at the place and had been divided up into blocks, 

with my parents for around three weeks. Then other transports began, of those who 

were 15 years and up, including me, from that Gypsy camp to a place around eight or 

nine kilometers away. But that was a full-scale camp like Osvetim, and it was divided. 

We, the young ones, we got, I got assigned to Block 7A, and we learned masonry. 

Q: And then you started to build things, or what? 
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A: Well, there were bricks on the ground, on the ground, and mortar and the like, and we 

built, we learned how to build, stuff like that. And when we got good enough, they sent 

him to work somewhere outside, where we worked on German barracks. We would fix 

roofs and things like that. 

Q: At that time, you were alone, without your parents? 

A: With my brother, only with my brother, with my brother. My parents stayed there. 

Q: Did you know, at the time, what was going on there? 

A: Well, you know, there were all sorts of assemblies and that kind of thing. All kinds of 

things were going on then.  

Q: Now, maybe it would be better now if you showed the camera that letter, if you want, 

if you want. 

A: Well, I know, well, it’s written, just for my father, and these here are strangers, you 

know, so I don’t think so.  

Q: What about your father, did you (and your brother) ever see him again, after? 

A: No, not alive, not living anyway. One day my grandmother came home, she was 55 at 

the time, and she said he was dead. 

Q: When you were in that workshop, who was there with you? 

A: Well, let’s see, I was with my cousin, with my brother and my cousin, and he was from 

Louka. That’s in the Hodonin region, or something like that, yeah, he was with me.  

Q: Could you tell us something about your work, how things worked there? What was 

your relationship to the other prisoners, how did you work together, what did they give 

you to eat, for example?  

A: When we were first taken to those barracks, where we learned the masonry trade, it 

was better than where we were before, in the first place. Because there were bathrooms 

there, sinks and the like, and we had to wash and things like that. 

Q: And the work, was it difficult? 

A: Well, you know, masonry, yes, it was.  

Q: Were there any Gypsies with you? 
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A: Yes, there were Roma, a lot of them. Otherwise, there were some Polish, and they 

were the leaders of the barracks, and the kapos, the guards inside the camp. The  

blocker there was a German. But I can’t say anything bad about him, he was a nice guy.  

Q: What was his name? 

A: That, that I can’t tell you, I can’t tell you, because he, he... . 

Q: Well, I thought you said he was good. 

A: He came there, he came there because he did something. He was some kind of 

sailor, and he had done something, like he killed another sailor or something like that, so 

they put him there. 

Q: What about the kapos? 

A: The Polish, yeah, they were worse. 

Q: And those were Polacks, or what? 

A: The Polish ___  normal  prisoners, prisoners also. 

Q: And they lived there too, with all of you? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: How did you get along with them? 

A: Well, you know, we didn’t know how to speak Polish, no we didn’t, not at all. But 

during those couple of months that we were together, we learned some things, you 

know. 

Q: Did you help each other out, work together, for example when someone fell sick?   

A: Not really, not really, because everyone was looking out for themselves, for their own 

life, for things like that, you know. And nobody stuck their nose in other people’s 

business. 

Q: And did anyone try to sneak anything in, smuggle anything, like food? 

A: No, no, but there was some business done, with cigarettes and things like that. You 

know, things like bread, and cigarettes. That’s the way it was. 

Q: Did you smoke at the time? 

A: No, I didn’t smoke. 
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Q: You were lucky, I guess. 

A: Well, you know, I had just finished school, I was just 15 at the time. 

Q: So there were only men there with you, or were there some boys? 

A: Just boys, yes. 

Q: The blocker, he told you what to do, or did he tell you just to work? 

A: No, not the blocker, no, not him. There was a kapo, he was the one who decided 

about who was to do what work. He was a Pole, too. He was a masonry craftsman of 

some sort, you know, and he was the one who decided about who did what. 

Q: And where did you sleep there? 

A: In regular beds, which were ____ on top of each other. 

Q: What was the name of the place called? Where you lived, do you still remember? 

A: Smirin(ph). 

Q: No, I’m thinking about the barracks, what was it called? 

A: 7A. 

Q: 7A. And you built barracks there, or what? 

A: There were walls. They were walled-off barracks. 

Q: And who did you build them for? 

A: That I don’t know, they were built already when we arrived. Already built. 

Q: And you, you and your brother, did you still have the feeling that everything was going 

to turn out all right, or did you? 

A: Well, you know, we went to work together, and when we did something for the 

Germans, like fixing a ceiling or something like that, for their barracks, the Germans, the 

Wehrmacht, that is, would always leave us something at the entrance, some soup or 

something like that.  

Q: How long did you stay there, in that place you lived? 

A: (We stayed there) all of 1943, and then in 1944 I went to Buchenwald. 

Q: And then in Auschwitz. Was it there that you saw someone being punished? 

A: Yes. 
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Q: And how? 

A: They beat us there, and things like that. At that time there were a few escapes, so 

there were some beatings. I myself personally received 30 swats, too. 

Q: And the ones who escaped, what about them? 

A: They were hung. In front of the kitchen, in front of the whole camp, and  

everyone had to go out and watch. 

Q: And what about you? 

A: Those beaten were prisoners. 

Q: And you went to those assemblies? 

A: Yes. 

Q: How many times a day? 

A: It was always two times a day. 

Q: Morning? 

A: Morning and afternoon. 

Q: What happened at those assemblies, how long did they take, and so on? 

A: It took a long time, maybe an hour or so. Even an hour and a half. In winter, in 

summer. 

Q: Were there Gestapo soldiers there, or SS troops, or what? 

A: SS troops, they were always SS. 

Q: What did they do with you, during these assemblies? 

A: When everything was okay, they just counted us, and then they let us go. But when 

someone had escaped, or tried to, they would make us stand there, sometimes until they 

caught him, up to two days. 

Q: And nothing, no food or anything. 

A: No food, nothing. 

Q: No water? What kind of water did you have? 

A: Well, yeah, they had running water. 

Q: Clean water? 

Jan Holomek                                                                                               

Page 11 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



March 8, 1997   

A: There in those barracks, we had running water there, too. 

Q: What about illness, was there a doctor or someone who took care of you? 

A: Actually, I was actually at the doctor once, with some pain in my eye. One of the boys 

noticed it, that I couldn’t see too well, like I had some kind of infection or something. So 

he told one of the barracks guards. That boy (who told the guard), he was French, but he 

was a prisoner, too. So he went to the doctor with me, and by some kind of strange 

coincidence, it was a Czech doctor. 

Q: Go on. 

A: And he operated on my eye. 

Q: Did he even have any instruments, any kind of medicine? 

A: No, no, he had as little as I have with me now. 

Q: Any kind of equipment at all? 

A: For about a year after, I had a scar on my pupil. At the time, I didn’t know it was a 

Czech doctor. He had this doctor’s coat, and he took it off. And I had this number, not a 

coat. He asked me how long I had had my condition, and I told him: ¨A couple of weeks,¨ 

and he said: ¨What?¨ So he operated on me my eye. 

Q: And was everything all right? 

A: Yes ____. 

Q: Was he a prisoner, too? 

A: Yes, he was, he was, but SS officers and other high-ups went to him. 

Q: What was his name? 

A: I don’t know, I don’t remember anymore. 

Q: You never saw him again? 

A. But where would I? 

Q: And did you ever see any children there? Somewhere around the camp? Children?  

A: Children? 

Q: Yes, children. 

A: No, there weren’t any children there, but there were some women. 
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Q: At the same place as you were? 

A: Yes, there were women, and when they were let out for their recreation, we weren’t 

allowed outside. We couldn’t go out at all. Our whole block had to stay in, we weren’t  

permitted to leave, but what block (the women) lived in, I don’t know, I can’t tell you. 

Q: But you were able to see them. 

A. See, yes. 

Q: And you probably said to yourselves, it would be nice to make contact sometime.  

A: Ah, yes, but when one is but 15 years old, we were glad just to look. You know what I 

mean? We did see them, we did, when they walked around the grounds. 

Q: But at the time, you already knew that people were being put to death in this camp, 

somewhere else in the camp, and that (the same fate might await you).  

A: No, we didn’t know a thing. The only thing we knew was about Osvetim, and what 

they were doing there at the time. When they took us to Buchenwald, we thought we 

were in paradise. Better living standards and all. And they really were.  

Q: Just a moment, please. 

Q: Okay, here we go. Wait a second. How did they tell you that you were to be moved, or 

that you were to move? When did they tell you? 

A: It happened _________, it happened all at once. 

Q: Suddenly, without warning? 

A: Yes, all of a sudden, that’s right. 

Q: The whole barracks, or the whole camp? 

A: Everyone. 

Q: The whole group? 

A: That’s right, all of us, at once. The whole camp, all of us. 

Q: And when was that, do you remember? In winter, or in spring? Can you still 

remember? 

A: I’m thinking it was sometime in the spring, yes definitely sometime in spring.  

Q: And was that about the time that the Russians were on their way? 
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A: Yes, I would say so, probably, I think so. 

Q: And how did you leave the camp? By train? 

A: That’s right, by train. 

Q: By train. 

A: By train, yes. 

Q: And you didn’t know where you were going, or anything else about the journey? 

A: No, no, nope, no. 

Q: What was it like in the train? Was everything okay? 

A: Well, we were all crowded in there, and we all just stood there. There were about 50 

or 60 of us all crowded into one car, something like that. 

Q: In one car? 

A: That’s right.. 

Q: And food and _____? 

A: No, there was nothing like that. 

Q: And how long did you ride? All night, or do you know? 

A: We rode and rode, the train didn’t make any stops on the way anytime in the 

beginning. We went all the way from Poland to Buchenwald. I can’t imagine it now.  

Q: Did you ever hear of a time when one of the prisoners resisted in any way, or broke 

down, or even wanted something he didn’t have? 

A: Something like that did happen at some point, but it was someone from another block, 

and we weren’t all that interested in what was going on. Because we were afraid, you 

know? 

Q: You don’t know which block it was? 

A: Well, it’s hard to count, but if I had to, I’d say it came from Block five. Yes, five. 

Q: And then you were on the train, going somewhere, but you didn’t know where. When 

you got to Buchenwald, what was the first thing you saw? That first day, what did you 

see and what did they do to you? 
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A: That first day that we arrived, like I said, it was like we had reached some kind of 

paradise. It was quite different from Poland. Because there were mostly Czechs there (at 

the new place), and there were Czech administrators. There were Czech cooks in the 

kitchen, and things like that. 

Q: And were there a lot? 

A: There were vegetables in the garden, vegetables, vegetables, and all sorts of things 

like that.  

Q: How many others were there, and who was there besides the Czechs you mentioned 

earlier? 

A: There were some Russians, some Poles, all kinds of people, but of the Russians, 

most were actually Ukrainians. They had their own barracks, and they were separated 

from the rest of us.   

Q: Were there any Germans (among the prisoners?) 

A: Yeah, there were some of them, too. I personally worked with one German in one 

quarry.                                                                                                              

Q: How were you able to communicate, with so many nationalities in one place? 

A: We used some Polish, some German. A person learns when he has to, and we had 

already learned some things.  

Q: And you were still going to work everyday, is that right?  

A: Oh, yeah, we went to work, to the quarries. Some Germans went with us, but it wasn’t 

a guard, it was just a German, a soldier. I’m not sure what rank they were, some kind of 

searge- or maybe ¨Oberleutnant¨___¨Unterleutenant¨, something like that, I think. All of 

them were okay, except for one guy, this one guy. He was a pig, he was. One day a kid 

was working, and he was really tired, and he fell asleep. (That German soldier) shot him 

dead while he was sleeping.    

Q: Was it an SS soldier, or soldiers, who killed him? 

A: SS soldiers, they were all SS soldiers there. There weren’t any Wehrmacht soldiers 

there, no, none of them.  
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Q: Where did you sleep there (at Buchenwald)? 

A: In blocks, on beds.  

Q: Did you think at the time that, or did you feel like you knew, that you were going to 

survive the ordeal? 

A: By that time, you see, things had gotten better. It was already 1945, and that was the 

beginning, in March or February, I just don’t know anymore. The (Allies’) flight missions 

were already being flown, things like that.  

Q: Let’s go back to the time you spent in Osvetim. You spent nearly two years there. Do 

you have any good memories from that time, or things that you experienced that were in 

any way positive? Was there any happiness in your life, or a time when someone helped 

you? Anything like that? 

A: There wasn’t much good or positive at all, but, just that, we could bathe once a month, 

since there were bathrooms there, at the place where I worked as a mason. There, they 

had bathrooms. But after that we would go back to work, you know, the masonry work, 

and every once in a while we would get something from the Germans.  

Q: Okay, but before you started going to work as a mason, how long were you in 

Osvetim, actually in the barracks there? 

A: Well, let’s see, I’m not sure what time it was, 7:00 in the morning or something like 

that. We were at work until 4:00 in the afternoon, maybe until 5:00, something like that.  

Q: No, I’m thinking about when you got to Osvetim, the first time. You were still with your 

family, right?  

A: With the family, yes, with my family, that’s right. 

Q: With everyone? Were they all still there? 

A: Yes, everyone. 

Q: In the Gypsy camp? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              

Q: About how many people stayed with you there in the barracks? 
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A: Let’s see, I’m not sure, but around 300 people or something in that neighborhood. 

And there were beds for whole families, like for whole families. 

Q: And there was also block _____? 

A: Yes, also. 

Q: And what was that like? 

A: It was bad there, but we who came from Hradiste, when we first came, in the first two 

or three weeks, we still had a few things. The Jews had it worse. They had it worse than 

we did.                                                                                                              

Q: And you were able to see that? 

A: Well, yeah. They would come to us and ask us for something to eat, because we still 

had some food left from home. Those peels, they didn’t taste too good. But they would 

still go after them, and when they saw them, they would catch them, and use their rifle 

butts against them. 

Q: Would they do it at night, too? 

A: No, mostly during the day.  

Q: How did people get along, what were the interpersonal relations like, in that big 

barrack, where all the families were housed? 

A: No, no, no, we weren’t allowed to visit each other, not allowed, but those in the same 

barracks were in the same barracks. But it wasn’t permitted to visit another barracks. 

Q: And there were women, men, everybody together? 

A: Yes, all of us together. 

Q: Were there children there, too? 

A: Children, yes, everyone together.  

Q: And babies? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              

Q: So, what about the children, then? (How were their lives?) 

A: I’m telling you, I was only there for three weeks, you know, and then I left. That’s the 

way it was.  
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Q: Did you think about them ( your family) after you left that camp? Didn’t you think about 

them sometimes, that you would go see them or that you would someday be able to 

return to your family? 

A: No. That would have been the end, no, no way, not that we would be able to do that 

again. When we got to Poland, and when we saw it, that was the end, already. 

Q: And when you were there with your brother and your cousin, what did you, what did 

you talk about? What did you think about and remember at night? 

A: Well, we talked about the fact that life only comes around once, you know? That’s 

what we said. What can I say? 

Q: What did you tell each other you would do if you were to survive? 

A: We just said that if by chance we were to survive, that it would be a good thing. Not 

much else.  

Q: And that you would meet again, in another time, another place? 

A: Yeah.                                                                                                            

Q: And there, there at the construction site where you worked, there was that one 

German, and the Kapos. Were they all Poles, or were there other nationalities? 

A: No, no, there were Germans, Czechs, Poles. And I’ll tell you one thing: Czech kapos 

were a lot worse than either Poles or Germans.  

 Q: What were they (the Czechs), and why (were they worse)? 

A: Prisoners.                                                                                                        

Q: Why were they in Osvetim at all? 

A: Why were they there? How would I know? Maybe they were there for some political 

reason or something like that. 

Q: But they weren’t Jews? 

A: Excuse me? 

Q: They weren’t Jews? 

A: No, no, no.                                                                                                      

Q: Back to Buchenwald. There were Jews there? Or were they just doctors? 
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A: Yeah, that’s right, I was there in the hospital. There was some kind of rash going 

around the camp, so we had to go to the hospital. But the same day, that afternoon, I 

was able to play football, volleyball, things like that. There was a playing field just near 

the hospital, and we could go there.  

Q: There were only men there.  

A: Yes.                                                                                                             

Q: The war was about to end. Did you talk about that often? 

A: We were just kids, still pretty young, and we didn’t really have any idea about that, you 

know? 

Q. You just went to work, right? 

A: We were young, and we didn’t have a clue about anything. We knew nothing.  

Q: And were you counting on being liberated at the time, or what? 

A: I think everyone had his hopes of something like that.  

Q: Did anyone ever escape from Buchenwald? 

A: I’m not really sure, from Buchenwald? I don’t know if anyone ever made it out of there 

or not.   

Q: Were there ever physical punishments in the camp? 

A: At that time, a woman named Koch was running the camp, the wife of Koch. His wife 

was there, yes, and she was the camp commandant. In Buchenwald, that was the first 

time they bombed us.  

Q: Were you able to take shelter? Was there any shelter? 

A: No, no shelter, none at all. 

Q: You just waited it out, then.  

A: There was a storage facility close to Buchenwald, behind it, an area where they stored 

oil reserves and things like that. A huge storage area. So (that’s why it was bombed), 

and a few bombs fell on the concentration camp, too.  

Q: And on the prison. And you were injured there, or you still are?. 
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A: No, I wasn’t injured there. But one of the other prisoners, a friend of mine, got half his 

head blown off.   

Q: Were you still there with your brother and cousin? 

A: No, my brother, when we got to Buchenwald, we were quarantined first thing, and 

they took him to a transport, my brother, and left me in the camp, there in the camp. 

Q: Where did your brother go? 

A: My brother ended up someplace called Dora. Dora it was called. He died there, but I 

don’t know how. He was down somewhere underground (in the mines).  

Q: What was his name? 

A: Stanislav.                                                                                                        

Q: What was it like when the Russians came? 

A: No, no, I wasn’t there anymore, I had already been moved on a transport. I got all the 

way to Oranienburg. 

Q: Oranienburg. 

A: From Oranienburg to Parken See, that’s some kind of Berlin suburb or something like 

that. They took us there, those of us who had been chosen, who knew some kind of craft 

or trade. Since my father was a blacksmith by trade, I said that I knew something about 

that. So we would make the bayonets on rifles, and other metallic pieces necessary for 

revolvers. There were bunkers around, but the only ones in them were Dutch and 

Norwegians. All were university educated. And I was there, in the hospital with my eyes, 

just as the front was getting closer and closer. But then they took us back to 

Oranienburg, and from there we went on that death march. 

Q: Where did you go? 

A: The Germans took us to the Americans, with the idea that they were saving us from 

the Russians.  

Q: So what about that death march? 

A: I walked for around two, maybe three weeks.  

Q: How was that? What did you see on the way? 
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A: There were around 500 of us, and I’m telling you the truth when I say they shot one of 

them dead. We would all sleep in the same camp, and we were just lucky that a 

Wehrmacht commander was with us. There was another SS soldier there, and the 

guards were Ukrainians. So we slept in one camp, and one day we all got up, and one 

guy was missing. So they looked for him, out in the wheat fields, but they couldn’t find 

him. So the SS soldier came up behind one of the prisoners and stabbed him in the calf 

with his bayonet. We left him there, at camp, and what happened to him we never found 

out. We just kept going, and if he ever got any care I can’t say.  

Q: And you marched for a week, or how long was it? 

A: Around two weeks, I’d say, we marched like that. 

Q: Without food, or what? 

A: No, well, we got one can of something on the way, and half a loaf of bread. The 

commander of that march had a bike with him, he did, and they would always cook some 

potatoes for him when we would stop to camp for the night. Or something like that. We 

would sleep and get up the next morning, only to continue the journey.  

Q: And. Stop. 

Question: You said that you stayed in the Gypsy camp a total of just three weeks.  

Answer: Three weeks, that right. 

Q: It would be interesting to hear how you knew it was three weeks. How were you able to count the time? 

A: Well, I was 15 years old, you know, and they put us in our barracks, and then _____ 

weeks, and as I said, after three weeks they picked out the youngest and took us to the 

other place.  

Q: I know, but didn’t you count the days some way, make some marks somewhere? 

A: (smiles)-                                                                                                          

Q: But you have the feeling it was three weeks.  

A: No, now, no, but it was three weeks.  

Q: Three weeks.  
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A: It wasn’t more than that.  

Q: And it would interest me to know what life was like in that Gypsy camp, where you 

were in Block 7A, didn’t you say? 

A: No, I was there in that other place, with bricks. I’m not sure what that other place was 

called. But I think I was in 35, but I’m not sure now, I can’t remember which block I was 

in that Gypsy camp.   

***woman’s voice: They were in Number 10. 

A: In Number 10? I’m not sure, I don’t know, maybe it was in No. 10. 

Q: How many of you were in that block? 

A: There were a lot of us there, around 300 or even 400. 

Q: Who all was there in that block? Were there only Roma? 

A: I think so, only Gypsies. 

Q: And were they all Roma from Czechoslovakia (our Roma), or were some of them 

from other places? 

A: No, we were all together, but I suppose that of the ones that I saw, most of them 

were from our country. If there were some who came from Germany, I’m not so sure, 

but I can say that most of them were (from  Czechoslovakia). 

Q: Where were they from, the ones from Czechoslovakia? 

A: From Brno, from Ostrava, from Brod, from all sorts of places, from all over the 

republic. Czechs, they spoke Czech and all that.  

Q: Did you know any of them from before the war? 

A: No, no, no, no.  

Q: How did you live together in that block, where there were only Gypsies? Was there a 

kind of friendly atmosphere, or were there problems between the people? 

A: Sure, there were, because, because, when we were there, some of them, some of 

them, those who had good tongues, those who were able to speak well, they tried to be 

the leaders and distribute the food, and things like that.  

Q: Could you tell us more? 
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A: What do you mean? 

Q: Here, now, if you would. 

A: I am talking.  

Q: No, about those Gypsies who were somehow higher than the others.  

A: Well, I was just there for three weeks, so I don’t know so much. But some of them 

were from or from around Brno, and I remember one was a cripple, with bad legs, that I 

remember well. But that they would beat us, no, no they didn’t. 

Q: So they were nice to you? 

A: No, I can’t say that, not that they were normal to us. But that they would beat us, no, 

they didn’t. From the time I left, she can tell you more, after.  

Q: Let’s leave that for later. Were they their own Kapos, or was that job done by 

someone else? 

A: No, they weren’t Kapos. They were just like our leaders, they led, or something like 

that. They divided the food, and did other things like that.  

Q: They distributed the food. But where did they get it, who gave it to them? 

A: Well, there were kitchens there. 

Q: And did it sometimes happen that when they divided up the food that they got more 

than their share, that they took too much for themselves? 

A: You know they did that, that’s for sure.  

Q: So I guess the other prisoners didn’t like them very much for that, huh? 

A: No, I guess they didn’t, but what could they do?  

Q: Can you remember any names, any at all? 

A: No, no, I didn’t know much at that time, being 15 and all, and I wasn’t interested, 

either. I didn’t know anyone there.  

Q: But you were there three weeks, and that’s long enough to see what went on 

everyday, the camp’s daily regimen, what happened each day in the camp, from 

morning to night.  
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A: From the morning. Well, I went to work everyday, with my father and brother, at least 

for those three weeks, anyway. Some days, we would work in the sand mines. 

Q: So you were able to leave the camp? 

A: No, it was kind of all in the same place, it was somewhere around 25 or 30 

kilometers from the camp. But it was divided. 

Q: From the Gypsy camp? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              

Q: So you did leave it, then? 

A: Yes, we did, and we would walk across another, a second, and even further.  

Q: Across which did you walk, do you remember across which other camp? 

A: It was a Jewish one, and.  

Q: That would interest me very much indeed, if you crossed a Jewish concentration 

camp. What did you see there? 

A: There were, there were some kind of gates, and we weren’t able to see anything, 

nothing around them.  

Q: Not even the prisoners? 

A: No, no.                                                                                                          

Q: What about the work you did, when you went there? 

A: In the sand mines where we worked, there where we worked, there was a French 

Kapo. 

Q: Not a Roma? 

A: No, he was a gadzo, a Frenchman. But he was a one-in-a-million, that guy. He 

would always tell us ”Work with your eyes”... . 

Q: What did he mean by that? 

A: He meant that we should take a break, so we didn’t have to work so hard, that we 

should just look, and make sure no German was coming or something like that. He was 

good to us. And then, we, well, that time I met him again, and he was already dead, he 

was called Didi, and he got 15 years now. 
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Q: Didi? 

A: Exactly. He worked as a kapo.  

Q: At the Gypsy camp? 

A: No, no, no no no, he worked somewhere else, because he was, he was transferred 

from Hodonin. He didn’t work with us, he worked somewhere else, where they pulled 

the carts, these big cars. That’s where he worked as a kapo. 

Q. Did you ever meet him personally? 

A: Yes, I personally saw him there.  

Q: And?                                                                                                            

A: I personally saw how he would beat the Jews, and things like that.  

Q: Could you describe that? 

A: It was hard work, you know, loading all of that stuff, and those who couldn’t make it 

he would hit. And that person (prisoner) would fall.  

Q: And what did they do with someone like that, when he fell? 

A: They would, they would load him on a car and go on.  

Q: And you saw how he would beat the prisoners? What did he beat them with? 

A: With the shaft, with the shaft of his pickax, or something like that.  

Q: Did you ever see him beat anyone to death? 

A: No, not that, but he would hit them on the head. And what happened to him 

afterwards, if he died, or whatever, I don’t know.  

Q: And that was on the job in the sand mines? 

A: No, no, they would leave the sand mines, like that. Maybe the sand mine, it was 

after something else, and we had like  _____ sand mines. 

Q: Now it would interest me, again in the Gypsy camp, when you were there, what 

cleaning or bathing methods were used? Were you able to wash yourselves?  

A: Not at all.  

Q: Not at all? 
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A: Nothing at all. I’ve told you, there were, there were those things, there wasn’t any 

running water. They had been bombed, and the water stayed down in those caverns. 

That was the water we had to use and went to fetch.  

Q: What did that look like, I just can’t imagine. Where were those caverns, where were 

they located? 

A: Well, when you realize how they bombed, that leaves a hole, doesn’t it, see, so 

water or some other material can (collect in it). 

Q: And they were somewhere around your barracks? 

A: No, it was a little bit further away from the camp. When they caught someone there, 

they would shoot him or beat him.  

Q: So you had to go there, in secret, to bathe? 

A: Of course, in secret, under cover, sure.  

Q: Aha. And you were there in the Gypsy camp with women, too, right? 

A: Yes, families, families, with everyone.  

Q: So whole families would go bathe together? Is that right? 

A: Yes, it is.  

Q: When, at what part of the day, did you go there? When did you have the courage to 

go there?                                                                                                            

A: In the evening.  

Q: In the evening, when it was dark.  

A: That’s right. 

Q: How many times did you go there? 

A. I went there a few times. Not everyday. We were afraid, you know. 

Q: And it never happened that you were caught? 

A: Fortunately, no, they never did.  

Q: Did you ever see anyone being punished in Osvetim? 

A: Punishment, I was, I, got 30 lashes during which I had to count in German. If you 

made a mistake in the first 10, they would start all over again.  
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Q: What were you punished for? 

A: For something with my brother. 

Q: Why? What happened? How was it? 

A: I got it because of my older brother. He insulted my parents, and he did it in such a 

way that I just went straight up to him and slapped him in the face. And so I got 

punished for it. 

Q: Who insulted your parents? 

A: It was just another prisoner, no, some kind of Roma. 

Q: Where was he from? 

A: He was Didi’s cousin. 

Q: Was he some kind of Kapo or something? 

A: No no no.                                                                                                         

Q: Can you tell us what he said? 

A: He called my parents some kind of name, something like that. 

Q: Did he know your parents? 

A: No, he didn’t. I didn’t know him at the time, either.  

Q: So you had a little fight with him? 

A: Yeah, that’s right. I was a street over and my brother was somehow amused, so I 

just went up to him and slapped him in the face, and I got 30 licks for it.  

Q: Who was it that made sure you got that punishment, the 30 swats? 

A: Some of the camp commanders, one German Roma and a Polack.  

Q: You don’t happen to remember the name of the German Gypsy, do you, any of 

them?                                                                                                              

A: No, I don’t remember that.  

Q: Another question would interest me. How did you go to the bathroom? Was it 

possible to just go off to the side somewhere? 

A: There were, in that Gypsy camp, there were these things they call latrines. They 

were these wooden booths, all lined up one next to the other.  
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Q: And what if someone had to go at night. Could he go to the latrine at night? 

A: Yes, he could, because it was, it was _______, it was in there. 

Q: So he could leave the block to go to the latrine? 

A: Yes, but it was like this, it was right there, so it kind of ended there, so that it was 

included there.  

Q: Now it would interest me to hear about the black market, as you called it, where 

cigarettes were bought and sold. How did that work? 

A: Oh, yeah, it was, it was a little bit like it was in the wooden barracks. As I said earlier, 

the way it was that we had some food or something, and then, at that time we called it 

the extra bread ration, like an extra portion or bread or something like that, maybe a 

half a loaf. So, someone who wanted to smoke, well, he exchanged his extra ration for 

cigarettes. It worked like that.  

Q: Was there some kind of canteen, or another area, where you could make the 

exchange? Who would give you the cigarettes?  

A: No, I’m not sure where we got those cigarettes, because there was no canteen. One 

didn’t exist. Not there, but in Buchenwald there was one, but not there. And there were 

times when you would go there to do that. And you would take your bread, under your 

arm. Then you would pass the bread, and the second guy would grab it and take off 

with it, and you wouldn’t get anything for it. 

Q: Prisoners, or other people?  

A: And either there were cigarettes there, or maybe it would be dried grass, dried grass 

rolled up like a cigarette.  

Q: What did the prisoners do with that? 

A: Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes. _______ in cigarettes. 

Q: Okay, so after they took you out of the Gypsy camp, where did they put you, right 

after that? What was that place called? 

A: Osvětim, too. 
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Q. And that was a place, a region, or what? Or did you call it a camp, some ”Rayske” or 

something like that, didn’t you say? 

A: Rajsko(ph), Rajsko(ph), it was called Rajsko(ph). It was divided from the other 

camps, and I was there, right there in Osvetim. And there were walled-off barracks and 

that kind of thing. And I didn’t know who had been there before me, I didn’t know that.  

Q: And did you work there as a mason, too?  

A: Yes, I did. 

Q: Now it would interest me to know where you would work, there as a mason?  

A: We would go out, you know.  

Q: Completely outside of the camp? 

A: Well, yeah, but guards would go with us, too.  

Q: And you don’t know where, do you, where you went, what the name of the village 

was? A: It was, it was, let’s say from the gates (of the camp) it was around 15 

kilometers or so, something in that area.  

Q: And what did you see on the way there? Try to remember.  

A: Let’s see, on the way there, well, there was nothing there. There were the same old 

buildings and things like that, where there weren’t any prisoners. There was a lot of 

construction going on, and everything like that. 

Q: How long did it take you to get from the concentration camp to the place where you 

worked?                                                                                                             

A: I’d say about a half an hour, something like that.  

Q: A half an hour. And what would you do (when you got there), what did you do, what 

kind of work, right there in that small town? 

A: They were building a German barracks there.  

Q: Uh huh, a barracks.  

A: That’s right, we were building a barracks, moving things around, things like that.  

Q: And who was guarding you at the time? 

A: They were outside, because we were inside.  
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Q: And were they tough on you. Did they try to make you work a lot and hard? 

A: Well, oh, yeah, they were, they were later, they were and the ones who were hired to 

do the work, they were there, and they were paid, the ones who worked there.  

Q: So there weren’t enough prisoners? 

A: Yeah, there were some who weren’t prisoners, so we were like there.  

Q: Aha. 

A: We carried bricks, and after we figured out how to do it, we did it ourselves, that 

work.                                                                                                                

Q: So you were in contact with other people, is that right? 

A: With other people, and the like, yeah.  

Q: Outside of the camp.  

A: But they weren’t allowed to have any communication with us, not to talk to us.  

Q: And did they stick to that, or did you sometimes end up talking with them? 

A: Well, they would say something to us occasionally, but not very often. We had to 

watch out for ourselves, you know? 

Q: And what did you talk to them about, what was most interesting to you? 

A: Most of the time they were Polacks and that, and at that time we didn’t understand 

Polish very well.                                                                                                     

Q: So you didn’t ask, not at all, about how the war was going? 

A: No, not that. 

Q: So you weren’t informed at all.  

A: About what? We weren’t even 15 years old at the time, no interest, how were we 

supposed to be interested? 

Q: And it would also interest me to know, when you were still in the concentration 

camp, if you had any idea that they were burning people there, that there were 

crematoria there. Did you know about that? 

A: Well, yeah.  

Q: And how did you find out about that? 
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A: Yeah, well, that could be seen. 

***woman’s voice: That could be seen. 

Q: And how did that look? 

A: Well, let’s see, that was Birkenau. There were these, these, I don’t know exactly, I 

can’t say exactly, a few kilometers, and it was daily, there was smoke and all that.  

Q: And how did you know that it was smoke from people, from people being liquidated? 

A: No, because you could tell. There were trains that would go directly to the 

crematorium.    

Q: And you could see that? 

A: ________ 

Q: And did you talk about that with some of the other prisoners, that they were killing 

people there?                                                                                                      

A: Yes, Oh Jesus and Mary, yes we did. 

Q: And did it happen that someone you knew, someone from your area, would go there 

and not come back? 

A: No, they, there, after that in that same 1944 year, after that, my Mama, sister was 

still there, still alive, and after that she went there, she was there with my brother, she 

went on a transport and after that they took her to the crematorium. 

Q: And you continued on to where? 

A: Well, I was there in Buchenwald, there, and I was already gone.  

Q: To Buchenwald. 

A: I don’t even know when my Daddy died, or anything like that. I don’t know.  

Q: And how many people stayed there (in the crematorium), from your family? 

A: Well, we were six brothers and sisters, and my parents. And I came home alone. 

Q:  And did you ever find out how they actually died there? 

A: From my Grandma, from my Grandma, I found out. That Daddy died. About my 

sisters I don’t know, about my brothers, either. And then she told me that Mama had 

another girl, and she hadn’t wanted to leave her. 
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Q: And what about your brother, the one who caused you to get those 30 swats as 

punishment?                                                                                                        

A: Him, they put him on a transport to Dory(ph). 

Q: And after that he died? 

A: Yes, he died there. He was working there, somewhere below ground, or in some 

tunnels, something like that. 

Q: And where was it the worst for you, Mr. Holomek? 

A: It was the worst for me in Osvetim, that’s true.  

Q: Really, you were the worst off in that first camp? Were you ever hungry there? 

A: Well, it was, well, we ate things like dirty cabbage, or potato peels, things like that, 

not to mention. 

Q: Yes, that is what would interest me, when someone is very, very hungry, where 

would you look for more food? 

A: Well, think of it this way, nowhere, considering the fact that we couldn’t leave the 

camp to go anywhere, only to go to work, otherwise, otherwise, we couldn’t go 

anywhere, nothing. 

Q: And it wasn’t possible to find something in the camp, some kind of leftovers, or didn’t 

you ever try? 

A: But where?  

Q: Weren’t there any prisoners who worked in the kitchen? Maybe you knew someone 

who worked in the kitchen? 

A: They were there, but they were there as, well my cousin was there, too, yeah, but 

she was from the second block, and we were someplace else. We never had any 

contact with them.  

Q: So you never got to see her? 

A: No no no no. 
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Q: And did she come back from the camp after the war? What did she tell you, how it 

was in the kitchen where she was? Was she able to get to any food, could she eat 

anything?                                                                                                           

A: Well, let’s see, they cooked there, she could do that, no. She, the time you sent me, 

when you sent me that book, it was written there, no, that woman Kyrova. She worked 

in the kitchen, too, didn’t she? 

Q: Yeah, you’re right.   

A: (smiles)-. Yep. 

Q: We would like to ask you just a few more questions. I’m going to translate.  

A: Sounds good. 

Q: We heard that you mentioned the name Lajsko(ph). 

A: Rajsko(ph). 

Q: Rajsko(ph).                                                                                                       

A: Rajsko(ph), that’s right. 

Q: Rajsko(ph). What do you know about it? 

A: Well, it was next to us, a neighboring camp to the Gypsy camp, Rajsko(ph). That’s 

what it was called, and it was Gypsy, Birkenau, Rajsko and others like it. 

Q: Did you ever make it there, to visit? 

A: No no no no no.  

Q: Do you know what was going on there? 

A: No, I don’t know that, either. Because we couldn’t go there, unfortunately, that’s why. 

Q: In Birkenau, does the name Buna(ph) mean anything to you? 

A: No, no, it doesn’t tell me anything. Buna(ph). 

Q: Did you know that people there were going to the gas chambers? 

A: Oh yeah, yeah.  

Q: What did you know exactly? 

A: Well, there were trains that went directly to the crematorium. The tracks led right up 

to the crematorium. 
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Q: Can you tell us a little more? 

A: Well, they told us, they said that they were going to some kind of something, 

something like that.  

***woman’s voice: To bathe. 

A: to bathe themselves, to wash themselves. They got towels, soap, everything they 

needed. And then they went to those gas chambers. 

Q: Who told you that? From where did you find that out? 

A: Well, you see, that was the word (among the prisoners). People had seen it and all. 

And one time there was this revolt, among the Jews. Because Jews were employed in 

the chambers, and a transport came, I’m not sure from where, from ______ or from 

Hungary. He was the one who said it, there where they had that revolt.  

Q: Does the word Sonderkommando(ph) mean anything to you? 

A: Yeah, I’ve heard of him, but I never had anything to do with him or anything like that. 

Q: When that uprising in the crematorium took place, you were already in Auschwitz, 

right? 

A: That’s right, I was in Auschwitz. 

Q: Did you ever hear any shooting or anything like that? 

A: Yeah, there was shooting there. There was a lot of shooting. Maybe someone would 

go, maybe just over to the wire fence, and they would shoot immediately. 

Q: And at that uprising, was there, did you hear any shooting? 

A: Yeah, there was shooting, there was shooting, they shot there. 

Q: Where were you at the time? 

A: In Osvetim. 

Q: Where exactly? 

A: Yeah, in Auschwitz, I was there. 

Q: Where?                                                                                                          

A: Well, in the, in those barracks. Yes, there in those walled-off barracks, there they 

were already talking about it, that there had been an uprising and some shooting. 
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Q: And were you able to leave the barracks at that time? 

A: No no  no no. 

Q: How long did that last? 

A: Twenty minutes, or maybe even a half hour, something like that. 

Q: And what happened during that revolt in the crematorium? 

 A: Well, some others put the revolt down later, and made them give it up. They put it 

down _____. 

Q: So nothing changed in that crematorium. Everything continued as before? 

A: Everything went on as before. 

Q: How many crematoria were in Birkenau? 

A: Well, I know of at least three ovens, something like that there were. What do I know, 

three ovens. Three ovens. 

Q: Was there any stink that would come from the crematorium?  

A: Jesus Christ, of course there was.  

Q: What, can you specify? 

A: Well, if you lived a little ways from the crematorium, you were able to smell it. Black 

smoke and a stench, some kind of stench, things like that. 

Q: The crematorium was in operation all the time, everyday? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              

Stop. Just a minute. 

Q: You mentioned earlier that people who even got close to the fence, that they would 

shoot at them. Did you ever see something like that with your own eyes? Did you ever 

know any of the people, who were, who, who were shot? 

A: I knew some. 

Q: Who was it? 

A: Her aunt.                                                                                                         

Q: Can you describe what happened? 

A: Come on now... . 
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***woman’s voice: They took him from work. 

A: And she couldn’t take it, so she went towards the wire, and, and, that, it... . 

Q: And so they shot her? How long was that, how long were you (both) in that camp? 

A: I was there for three weeks. 

 Q: But she was there. How long had you been there, how long had she been there? 

A: That was early, that was early, maybe two weeks into it or something like that. 

Q: That, that was in the Gypsy camp? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              

Q: Were there any cases of suicide?  

A: That I can’t remember. I don’t remember. 

Q: You also mentioned something about some kind of escape. Was that in the Gypsy 

camp, too? 

A: No. No, that was in Osvetim, in the walls. There were about eight of them who 

escaped, all at once. And my brother was one of them. 

Q: Can you describe, in detail, what method they used to escape? How did they do it? 

A: (Underground) tunnels. Using tunnels, you know. 

Q: How did they build those tunnels? 

A: They were already there, those tunnels, they were already there. 

Q: They were already there, the tunnels. 

A: They were already there, because there were walls, and I’m not sure why they were 

there or what they were used for. If they were a part of the old barracks, or what/ 

Q: Did you ever see those tunnels? 

A: Yeah.                                                                                                            

Q: After their escape, or before? 

A: After the escape, after.  

Q: And those channels, those tunnels, they led below the electrical fence? 

A: Yeah.                                                                                                            

Q: Didn’t it ever occur to you that you could escape, too? 
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A: No no no. 

Q: Why not? 

A: No, no. I was young at the time and all of that, I didn’t have _____ parents, I was 

there with my brother, just my brother later on. And there were those electric fences 

and all of that, you see. 

Q: In the group you worked in, how many Roma were there? 

A: There were quite a few of us. There were around 60 or 70 in our block. 

Q: All Roma?                                                                                                        

A: And all of us young men, boys, up to about 20 years old or so. 

Q: And were you always together? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              

Q: How did you talk to one another, communicate? 

A: Well, in our own way, either in the Romany language or in Czech. They were 

Czechs there, you know, Gypsies and that kind. 

Q: Were you able to understand or speak any other languages? 

A: Well, Polish and German. Even if we weren’t able to speak a lot of German, we 

could at least understand it. 

Q: When, when did you go to work? I mean, outside the camp. How was that? 

A: It all depended how quickly (the prisoners) learned the craft of masonry. Maybe a 

month, two months, and then it was out to work, to the commando. 

Q: Could you tell us, where did you go to work? That commando where you went to 

work?                                                                                                               

A: Well, they were building a barracks there, and we were working on it. We would 

replace the roofs, the walls and things like that. 

Q: How far was that from the camp? 

A: Around 10 kilometers, up to 15. 

Q: And did you walk there? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              
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Q: And the guards went with you? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              

Q: How did they act towards you/ 

A: The guards weren’t ever inside, they were outside, and a Kapo would go with us. 

And then there were these other workers, forced to work, but they were paid for their 

work.                                                                                                               

Q: Were the guards all SS? 

A: Yes. Directly from the SS. 

Q: What did you just remember, or think about? 

A: What?                                                                                                           

Q: What did you remember, just now? 

A: (smiles)--Nothing, just how they caught one of the prisoners, how they escaped, but 

how they caught one of them.  

Q: Was this at work? 

A: No, the thing with the tunnels, how they caught one of them well outside (the camp), 

and they shot him to bits. And when we had to go to work, from job site to job site, 

there was some kind of vehicle there, like before, for manure, like farmers used to use. 

And this one guy, he was just sitting there, on that tractor, in some kind of a basket or 

something, just sitting there, with his stomach shot up. And we had to look at him. He 

stayed there, like that, for about a month.  

End of tape 1 
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Question: Can you remember what happened to the other seven, those others who escaped? 

Answer: They hung them. 

Q: Did you see it? 

A: It happened in front of the kitchen. They put them in front of the goal on the 

playing field, and the whole camp had to sit there and watch. 

Q: Did you see that with their own eyes? Can you describe that in detail, how it 

happened? Slowly, in detail. 

A: We were already so apathetic, that it didn’t have any effect on us. When we saw 

death, it didn’t affect us. It made no effect. 

Q: How did it happen, how were they hung? 

A: They used a rope, yeah, and a small chair or some kind of stool, and he just hung 

there. It was some Polack or something. 

Q: Before they were hung, were they able to say something? 

A: They didn’t say anything. There were a lot of people there, a lot, and we just 

stood there, longer, we kept standing there. No one ______ wanted to say anything, 

nobody could.  

Q: Why were you so apathetic? 

A: It didn’t do anything to me, when I saw it. I’ll tell you something. I slept with one 

other boy, two in a bed. And he died in the night, around midnight, and I had to lie 

there all night until the morning, with him next to me. Dead. Next to a dead man. 

Q: What did the boy die of? 

A: Fatigue, hunger.  

Q: Were you hungry, too? 

A: Yeah, I was. Everybody was hungry there.   

Q: What did you eat? What did they give up to eat during the day? 

A: Soups, beets, _______ soup, it was, or tea. I’m not sure what kind of tea it was, 

some kind of something for the stomach, but I can tell you one thing - it was bad. 
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Q: How much was there (to eat)? 

A: Around half a bowl. 

Q: So you were always hungry? 

A: We got some bread, a small slice per day. 

Q: How many grams of bread was that, per day? 

A: I don’t know for sure, maybe five grams or so, something like that, I don’t know. It 

was those kind of ‘bricks’, like the Germans used to have, that kind of bread 

_______.                                                                                                           

Q: Did you ever try to get a little extra, a little more food to eat? 

A: You didn’t have the chance, no chance, no way. 

Q: You didn’t know anyone who worked in the kitchen? 

A: Well, yes, I did, that Kyrova. After that, there was that cousin of mine, but they 

weren’t in the same block as we were. They were separated from us. 

Q: So you weren’t able to get any more food out of them? 

A: No, no, no, no. 

Q: Who was the boy who died next to you in bed? 

A: It was a friend of mine, just a friend. We used to hang around together, we were 

friends.                                                                                                              

Q: You don’t remember his name? 

A: His family, no, it wasn’t like that. 

Q: Was he a Gypsy? 

A. Yep.                                                                                                              

Q: And was that the worst thing you experienced there in the camp? 

A: Wait a minute, there were worse things than that. Not that. Not just that. For 

example, in Buchenwald, when they bombed us. The guy next to me got killed, had 

his head blown off. Things like that. 

Q: Did you ever see any other times when they hung someone in Birkenau? 

A: No, just the ones who tried to escape. Otherwise, I didn’t see any. 
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Q: Did you see any punishments? How they punished someone in Birkenau? 

A: Physical punishments, yes, physical punishments.   

Q: How did it happen? 

A: There were, most of the time there were (rifle) shafts used.  That’s what they 

beat us with.                                                                                                        

Q: How did they beat you? 

A: On the head, across the back, wherever they could, but it didn’t matter to us, we 

didn’t care. We were so apathetic, that it wasn’t anything to us. 

Q: Did they beat you, too? 

A: Yeah, I got it, too.  

Q: How did that happen? 

A: Well, I got it that one time because of my brother. The way that one kid was 

cursing my parents, our parents. And my brother didn’t stick up for them, so I went 

over to him and slapped him right in the face. And for that, I got 30 swats. 

Q: Was that, when they beat you, at one of the camp assemblies, in front of 

everyone? 

A: No, no, no, in the block, in the block.  

Q: And who beat you? 

A: There were two, one German, he was a Roma, and then a Pole. And at the same 

time, I had to count to 20 in German. And if you forgot, maybe, at 10 or 12, then it 

started again. You had to count. 

Q: And did you make a mistake? Did they have to (start again)? 

A: No.                                                                                                               

Q: Did you pass out from the beating? 

A: No.                                                                                                              

Q: And were you hurt bad? Did you have any serious injuries? 

A: No, I didn’t have any serious injuries. (Smiles), I had to lie on my side, though. I 

got it on the back side, so that ______. 
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Q: Did you need some kind of doctor’s attention? 

A: No. We were afraid to go to the doctor. 

Q: Why?                                                                                                            

A: No one ever came back from the doctor, you know. 

Q: What, what does that mean, that no one ever came back? 

A: They gave you an injection, and (you were) finished _______. 

Q: Did you ever see how that happened? 

A: I never saw how it happened, but my wife, she did. I just had to go there for that 

eye, and I sure didn’t want to go. But I couldn’t see out of my right eye at all. I was 

afraid to go to the doctor. But another guy went with me, and he was a master 

mason. And some other guys said that I couldn’t see out of the eye. So he went with 

me to the doctor, personally. And it was lucky that I happened to go to a Czech 

doctor. He operated on my eye. 

Q: One more question about that. When someone went to the doctor and got an 

injection, did you ever see the body of that person, afterward? 

A: No, I never saw anything like that. They would take him away, straight away to be 

cremated.                                                                                                           

Q: Who would take him away? 

A: They were other prisoners. 

Q: Did you see that, how they would take him away? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              

Q: You saw the prisoners, how they would carry bodies away? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              

Q: And you knew that those were people who had gone to the doctor? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              

Q: Did you ever know of anyone personally? 

A: No, I never knew any of them. They were never from (my) family, never, but I 

was... . 
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Q: When they beat  you, and when you didn’t want to go to the doctor, what did you 

do?                                                                                                                

A: Well, when I had that operation, on my eye, they bandaged up  my eye, and I 

didn’t go to work for maybe a couple of weeks, something like that. _______  me to, 

so I would go down to the basement area. We had this kind of a school there, there 

were bricks, sand and things like that. So I would sit there and watch the way the 

other guys worked. 

Q: How long did you not work? 

A: Maybe three weeks, around that. 

Q: And how did you get food at the time? 

A: Normally, like the other prisoners got it. 

Q: How? Someone brought it to you, or did you have to go get it yourself? 

A: But no, no, I still had one eye healthy, I still had one eye, that one. 

Q: Did you have to wait in line? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                              

Q: For your food. 

A: Yes.                                                                                                             

Q: Another question about that. When they beat you, and afterwards you didn’t want 

to go to the doctor, what did you do then? 

A: No, at that time, when I, when they beat  me, I didn’t go to the doctor. 

Q: But what did you do? It was probably hurting. 

A: Well, I just went to work. What was I supposed to do? 

Q: Did that happen often, that they beat people like that?  

A: Well, yeah, they beat people often. It was the worst in the fifth block, where they 

worked at the railway station. They would have to load wagons, load the cars. There 

would be 100 that would go there everyday to work, and 90, maybe 95 would come 

back. Something like that. And they would beat the rest. They couldn’t work, they  
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were too weak. But they had to, everyday, they had to replace those five or 10 

people, again and again. 

Q: Did you ever work at that railroad station? 

A: A couple of weeks, exactly, and after that they took us to Buchenwald. 

Q: How were those two weeks, working at the train station? 

A: Well, it was bad, because we had to load these concrete columns, yeah, and 

cement, and all kinds of things, all kinds of things.  

Q: And did you ever see anyone being beaten, or how anyone died? 

A: Yeah.                                                                                                            

Q: What did you see, exactly? 

A: Well, I told you, there, that, there were always these five, maybe 10 people, dead, 

everyday. 

Q: Who would beat them, at the station, those prisoners? 

A: Well, most often it was these, how did they call them, in German it was 

Freibaiter(ph), one of the highest workers, an Unterkapo or something like that. One 

of the leaders of the workers, a foreman, a Freiarbeiter(ph), yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, 

they called him a Freiarbeiter(ph). Something like a guard, but he didn’t have to 

work. A driver, something like that. 

Q: And was that a German or a Czech? 

A: But he was a prisoner, too, a prisoner, too. 

 Q: Vorarbeiter(ph)? 

A: Yes, a Vorarbeiter(ph), yes. 

Q: And there was just one of them, the one who would beat you? 

A: No, there were a number of them, there were more. Around 100 people would be 

working there, and there were around 25, or 30 of these Unterkapos, and they would 

go along with them (the workers). 

Q: And they were Germans? 
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A: Normal prisoners, maybe Poles, Czechs, whatever, it didn’t matter. Because 

some of the Czechs were worse than any of the Germans. 

Q: And do you remember any specific examples of someone who was beaten to 

death?                                                                                                              

A: Well, sure, but I don’t know what his name was or that. If  I had known his name, 

you know, I would have personally gotten, like. We were working outside, doing the 

brick work, and then we would go even further, and there would be civilians there. 

And so we would trade with them, I don’t know, some bread for a shirt or something 

like that. And this Czech told me that (he had seen me trade), and I got it. And this 

Czech knew about it, and he was working there as a Vorarbeiter(ph), and he told me 

like. And he was a Czech.  

Q: You traded you shirt for bread? So that you didn’t have a shirt anymore? You 

weren’t covered at all on top? 

A: I did have an undershirt. 

Q. And who beat you for that? 

A: Germans, the Germans said that, to one of the guards, yeah that’s the way it was.                                

Q: And that was in the fifth commando? 

A: No.                                                                                                               

Q: In the fifth block? 

A. That was still, that was still in that first, and after that we went even further, further 

to do more brickwork, you know, it was some kind of water works, or some kind of 

sewage or water treatment. And we would do our masonry there. 

Q: And how did you get a new shirt? 

A: Well, from a friend of mine, that way, but it was an older one. 

Q: Could you tell us, here you have a number. 

A: Yeah.                                                                                                           

Q: When did you get it? 
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A: 912, and I got it when we had just gotten there. Because we were tattooed in a 

different way, than for example the Jews or any of the others there. You see? We 

got there, in 1943, and they gave us numbers from one. So I have 900. 

Q: In that Block five, was there ever any uprising or revolt? 

A: No.                                                                                                               

Q: So, now if you can, if you want to, you can say something about that death 

march.  

A: Okay, okay. I was lucky, that when we went on that death march that I, with my 

friend, stayed near the back, at the end. There was a black guy with us, and they 

shot him ______, because he was some kind of major or something like that. He 

slept with me in the same bed. So we were lucky because of that, that there were 

500 of us, that no one died. Except for that one that they bayoneted. They left him 

there, there where we had slept. If they ever helped him or not, we never knew. And 

we went on, but because of him we were able to save our lives. 

Q: Do you know when you left the camp and began that death march, when was 

that?                                                                                                               

A: That was, I can tell you straight away that it was in March, because we were 

liberated in April. But I’m not sure what day it was, if it was March 25 or something 

like that. But I know that we were liberated in April. 

Q: And you left from Buchenwald? 

A: No, no, from Oranienburg, yeah. They took us from Buchenwald to Oranienburg, 

from Oranienburg after that. 

Q: How long did you stay in Oranienburg? 

A: I was there about three months, something like that. 

Q: What did you do there, in that Oranienburg? 

A: I was, I was, my father was a blacksmith, and there they chose people who 

understood that trade. So they took us from Oranienburg to Parkensee, which is  
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some kind of Berlin suburb or something like that. And there we worked on lathes. 

And there were only Norwegians, Danes, university graduates, you know. 

Q: How was that, Parkensee? 

A: Farkedsee(ph). 

Q: Farkedsee(ph)? 

A: Parkensee(ph). 

Q: What did you do in that factory? 

A: Lathe, on lathes, the ends of guns, things like that. 

*** question in English: Before Oranienburg was in Buchenwald? 

Q: Before.                                                                                                           

A: No, from there, from there they took us, after that, from Parkensee to 

Oranienburg, and from Oranienburg we went on that death march. 

Q: And before that you were in Buchenwald? 

A: Yes. Parkensee back, to Oranienburg, and after that the death march, yeah. 

Q: And where did they liberate you? How did that happen? 

A: We walked for about three weeks, or something like that, and I’ll tell you, 

everytime, always, the leader of that transport, he had a bike, and he would always 

ride ahead of us. And he would look for some kind of shelter, someplace we could 

camp to sleep. And they would cook us potatoes with the peel, and then we would 

keep going. And that one black guy came with us, and they shot him down. They 

had put him with us in the concentration camp, and we laid together (in the same 

bed). And they liberated us at some regional, how was it, some kind of regional 

road, really narrow. 

Q: Do you know where that was? 

A: But where was that, it was Schwerin, it was Schwerin, not far from there. Because 

they had taken us from Schwerin after, because the Americans were on the road. 

And that one, he knew a number of languages, and he said that there was a little 

village about three kilometers from there. And the Red Cross was waiting on us  
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there, with these packages. They threw them down from their cars. And we were so 

weak that we would fall down with them. And so on. 

Q: And what happened to the guards who had watched over you on that death 

march that you went on? 

A: The first thing they did was throw down their rifles, and this one SS soldier, he 

tore the SS off his uniform. What happened to him I don’t know. 

Q: He escaped. Did he escape? 

A: No, no, that one, but I don’t know what the prisoners did with him. We went up to 

the front. And they sent this transmitter, a car went for that black guy, and they took 

him away. Well, and we kept walking, another two days on foot, and we met some 

people from a concentration camp who were walking, too. And then we slept in 

some kind of a camp. 

Q: And did you get any food on the way from someone? 

A: Jo, the Americans gave us these _______ packages, you know. 

Q: And what was in those packages? 

A: Let’s see, there was a half a kilo of butter, half a kilogram of salami, but there 

weren’t any (potato) peels. There were cigarettes there, powdered milk, chocolate, 

gum. The whole package weighed five kilograms. 

Q: You had to have been famished, great hunger. Did you eat all of that? 

A: Well, no, no, no. Whoever ate all of it, he died. You see? They told us before to 

eat it slowly, the biscuits first. And then, two or three days later, we finally got to a 

village. And there was a lot of stuff lying around, but the village was empty. And 

that’s where they left us. 

Q: Do you know what the village was called? 

A: I don’t know, I’m not sure. And then, about two days later, they took us to that 

place, that Schwerin. There we were in the woods, in tents. 

Q: How many of you were there? 
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A: There were, there were about three nationalities represented: Hungarians were 

there, and so were Polacks and Czechs. Each nationality got its own tent. And they 

cooked for us. They would bring a cow, for example, shoot it, and cook it up. And 

everyone would cook their own type of cuisine. And they would bring things for each 

of us. And they took us to a barracks. 

Q: How long were you there, in those tents? 

A: We were there around two weeks, something like that. There were Czechs there 

already and everything like that. 

Q: And were there Gypsies there, too?  

A: It was just me with one other, otherwise no one else. I was there with another 

couple of guys from Hradec Kralove, and there was a girl from Prague. And they 

took us from there to these barracks, and.  

Q: Where, to the barracks? 

A: Yeah, to Schwerin. 

Q: To Schwerin. 

A: Yeah, and from Schwerin after that they took us to Lubeck. The English took us 

there. And from Lubeck we went home. 

Q: And where did you go, what home? 

A: (smiles)--to Jalub, back to Jalub. 

Q: And who were you reunited with? What had changed? How was it? 

A: Well, nothing, it had been two years, and nothing had changed really. 

Q: But what happened to your home, the building you lived in? 

A: It was gone, completely gone. 

Q: You mean it wasn’t even standing anymore? 

A: No, there was nothing left of it. 

Q: It had been torn down. 

A: All of it, there was nothing left there. Yeah, and I had been arrested with that 

Grebenicek guy, and I didn’t see if he was there, either. Nor did I see what they had  

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



Jan Holomek                                                                                               

Page 49 

March 8, 1997  

written about him in the papers. I came home alone, but he was there, home, before 

me. So I met him, when I was coming from the train station. He was working as a 

guard.                                                                                                              

Q: Where? 

A: In Hradiste. And so he says: ¨Honza, come with me, come with me to be a guard. 

But I was only 17 then, and they said I had to be 18. So I lived there with them, at 

the Grebeniceks. 

Q: And that was Alois Grebenicek? 

A: That’s right, Alois, but I don’t know if he, that that, but I know he was with the STB 

(Czechoslovak secret police) after that.  

Q: The one that you lived with. 

A: Yep.                                                                                                             

Q: A prisoner? 

A: Yeah. But I don’t know. After that, he worked as the director of a slaughterhouse 

in Hradiste, and after that he was the chairman in the Stare Mesto JZD. If that’s the 

same guy.                                                                                                           

Q: And you say he was a prison guard. He did that in Jalub? Was there a prison 

there?                                                                                                               

A: In Hradiste. 

Q: In Hradiste? 

A: That’s six kilometers from Jalub. 

Q: And he worked as a prison guard, shortly after the war? 

A: Yeah, still in 1945. 

Q: And it would interest me if when you went back to your house in Jalub, where did 

they put you, where did they house you? How did they welcome you? What did they 

look like, or say? 

A: It was good, because I lived with the Grebeniceks. 
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Q: So you lived with the Grebeniceks. And were you interested in knowing what had 

happened to your house, and why it was gone? 

A: Well, I was interested at first, but after that I lost interest. After that this one 

woman came to see me. She lived in Hevlin, near Znojmo. And I think her husband 

was from Olomouc. But she was from Jalub. So I went to live with them, and I 

learned how to be a baker, there in Hevlin. 

Q: And you lived there in Hevlin? How long did you stay with the Grebeniceks? 

A: I was there for about a month, a little more than a month. 

Q: And they were good to you? 

A: Well yeah, we were always together, so yeah, they were. 

Q: So what happened after that, in Hevlin? How long were you there? 

A: I was there for about a year, and then I cam back. 

Q: To Jalub? 

A: No, where my grandmother already lived, after that. 

***woman’s voice: Derfly(ph) 

A: Derfly(ph), yes Derfly(ph). And then we moved to Stare Mesto, and then we saw 

that, then we were _______ in Stare Mesto. 

Q: And it would interest me, how did you get together with your wife? You knew 

each other in Osvetim, but you weren’t together then, were you? 

A: We knew each other there --(smiles)-- no, no. 

Q: You didn’t know each other there? 

A: We were after that, at home, like. 

Q: Aha. 

A: And after that, this friend of mine, Daniel, he took me with him. He had this wife, 

from Habric(ph). He said that I should come with him, that there was this one single 

girl, so I went. And ever since then, we’ve been together.  

Q: And when you came back from Hevlin, then you went to Jalub? 

A: No. 
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