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Question: So Mrs. Holomkova, tell us your name and where you were born. 

Answer: In Uherský Brod. 

Q: And what is your name? 

A: Holomkova. 

Q: And your first name? 

A: _____Holomkova. Margita.  

Q: Well, and when were you born? 

A: March 27, 1927. 

Q: I see. And where did you say you were born?  

A: In Uherský Brod.  

Q: And how many children were you in the family? 

A: Four boys and me.  

Q: And you were the youngest one?  

A: Yeah. That’s right. One more boy. I had a younger brother.  Eight years. He never 

returned from the concentration camp.  

Q: And what was your father’s job?  

A: My Daddy worked for the Jews.  

Q: The Jews.  

A: Yes.   

Q: And you lived where, you had an apartment or a house or - - 

A: We had a house, yes, a house.  

Q: Somewhere on the edge of the town? 

A: No. It was directly there where we lived - Uherský - -  It was the Uherský - - district. 
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Q: Starý město you said.  

A: _____ 

Q: And what was it like at home? Was it nice, was it fun? 

A: Oh yeah, we had fun all the time.  

Q: Tell us, tell us. Everything that you remember. Don’t wait until I ask.  

A: Oh, well, I don’t know.  

Q: What did your father do? 

A: Dad worked for the Jews.  

Q: But what did he do there? 

A: He polished shoes. Shoes of the Jews. 

Q: So he served there. Right? 

A: Yes.  

Q: And what were they? They were - - 

A: He was like a worker. 

Q: No, what were they? They owned a factory or ran a business. 

A: No. An ordinary worker.  

Q: No. The Jews he served for.  

A: I don’t know.  

Q: You don’t know. 

A: No I don’t.  

Q: Well and your father served there and with the earnings he supported the family.  

A: Yes, the whole family. 

Q: And you as children had to help him earn your living?  
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A: No.                                                                                                                               

Q: Tell us. You went to school or - - 

A: Didn’t go to school. We didn’t go to school.  

Q: And what did you do when you did not go to school and you didn’t have to work?  

A: _____ like parents.  

Q: OK, but what did you, as children, do?  

A: Well, we played, wandered around, picked fruits and stuff.  

Q: And you had friends among other non-Romani children?  

A: Yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: And how did they treat you, the children and their parents? 

A: Well. 

Q: Did you - - Did they like you?  

A: Yeah.                                                                                                                              

Q: They behaved - - 

A: Yes, they behaved well. 

Q: And when you needed help, did they help you? 

A: No, not really. 

Q: You didn’t need any help or they did not help. 

A: They didn’t help.                                                                                                                              

Q: So they liked you but not that much.  

A: Not that much. 

Q: What do you remember from your childhood? 

A: Well, I don’t remember. 
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Q: Did you keep any poultry?  

A: No, we didn’t.                                                                                                                              

Q: So you lived like in a town. 

A: Yes.  

Q. Not even the eldest brother went to school?  

A: No.                                                                                                                              

Q: There was no school?  

A: There was - - There was a school, but not - - But the council, we were there but they did 

not put us to school.  

Q: So Romani children did not go to school - -  

A: Yes, yes.  

Q: And the other children did.  

A: Ja (German). 

Q: Mrs. Holomková, talk about this yourself. 

A: Well, what - - 

Q: So what was it like then - - after the Germans took over the country? Could you feel the 

difference? 

A: Well, we did, we had to go to the concentration camp. 

Q: And how did you hear about that? 

A: From - - From the mayor. Our parents heard.  

Q: And what did he tell them?  

A: Well, that we were not going to live there any more that we would be put into a 

concentration camp.                                                                                                                             
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Q: Did he specify which one?     

A: Yes. To Oswiecim.  

Q: And he knew it? 

A: Yes, yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: And what did he tell you about the camp?  

A: Well he said that we should get ready, that we would go to the camp. 

Q: And did he say what it would be like there? 

A: No. He did not. 

Q: And some of your acquaintances went there before you?  

A: No. No.                                                                                                                              

Q: And what did you think it was?  

A: Well, what we thought? That we were going away, to the, the concentration camp.  

Q: And when was that Mrs. Holomková? What year? 

A: I don’t remember.  

Q: Your husband says that it was in 1943.  

A: Right.                                                                                                                              

Q: Was it so? 

A: It was.  

Q: And was it in the spring or in the summer?  

A: I think summer. It was in the summer. I think in the summer. I don’t remember any 

more.                                                                                                                              

Q: Well and how did that happen? Where did you go from the oklucka (ph.)?  

A: Well, to - - To the - - cars. The cars displayed - - 
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Q: And in between you didn’t go to any neighboring town? 

A: No. No, no. Nobody. And there they cut our hair and - - 

Q: Hang on this is too quick. The car came for you to the village where you lived? 

A: Yes. And on it there was - - Display.  

Q: Yes. And was it a passenger car or - - 

A: It was a passenger, a freight car. 

Q: Freight. And what were you allowed to take with you?  

A: So Mum had two comforters, food and some clothes. They took it all from us. 

Q: And everybody was carrying something?  

A: No.  

Q: You as children did not carry anything?  

A: No. No.  

Q: And when you were still living there, were you poor or wealthy? Or just about fine?  

A: Just about to - - 

Q: It was enough for living. 

A: Oh yes, enough.  

Q: And now tell me. Who was in the car, when they put you into the - - car. 

A: Germans.  

Q: They guarded you, right.  

A: Yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: And some other pe - - 

A: Only us in the car and Germans went with us. 

Q: Just with your family. 
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A: Yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: And where did they take you? 

A: To the, to Oswiecim.  

Q: OK. Somewhere you must have - - So it was only you seven people? 

A: All of us. There were many of our - - 

Q: Yes, but where did you join the other people?  

A: We were there _____ everybody, the Gypsies. And they - - went with us to, to the car. 

Q: And how many people lived there, how many Romani families? 

A: Well, about 30 or more.  

Q: So it was all Romanies altogether.  

A: Yes. All.                                                                                                                              

Q: So altogether you might have been about 1000? 

A: Yeah, might have.  

Q: And there were many children too? 

A: Yes, many. Everybody had kids there.  

Q: And you had no Granny or a Grandpa?  

A: I had a Granny and a Granddad. 

Q: And they went with you? 

A: Yes, also. All three, they went with us. 

Q: And how long was the journey from the oklucka (ph.)? You went straight to Oswiecim? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: And how long did it take?  

A: I don’t know exactly how many hours it took us.  
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Q: Were it hours or days?  

A: Days. _____ came to Ostrava. And then to the concentration camp. With us there were 

_____ cars.                                                                                                                              

Q: And the Germans that went with you - - 

A: Those were ours, still Czechs.  

Q: I see. You said Germans, so you did not mean it.  

A: Yes. yes. 

Q: Those were Czech gendarmes. 

A: Yes, yes. They went with us all the way to - - 

Q: To Osw - - To Ostrava. 

A: Yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: And how did they treat you? 

A: Well, they spoke nicely to us. And then Germans took us over.  

Q: In Ostrava they took you over.  

A: Yes, to the concentration camp we were going. 

Q: That is very close to Ostrava. 

A: Yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: And how did they treat you? Did they shout or - - 

A: Shouted. 

Q: Were they nice?   

A: They were shouting. They had dogs and shouted. 

Q: And what kind of dogs did they have? 

A: Alsatians. Then they put us in Oswiecim, they cut our hair, everything - - 
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Q: And when you got off the car, could you take the comforters and other things with you?                      

A: Yes. We took everything and they took it with us. The Germans took everything then. 

Took it away from us and put on one big heap and so we went.  

Q: Where did you go? To which camp?  

A: To Oswiecim.  

Q: To the Gypsy camp. There were many camps, weren’t there? 

A: Many. Oswiecim. Directly to Oswiecim.  

Q: Birkenau.                                                                                                                              

A: Yes, yes. 

Q: And there were many camps?  

A: Many, many of them. 

Q: And one of them was yours.  

A: Ours. I was in number 10. 

Q: Block 10.                                                                                                                              

A: Yes, block 10. I remember that, otherwise I remember nothing.  

Q: And how was - - What did they do with you after you arrived? They took you to the 

showers?  

A: Yes. Cut our hair.  

Q: And shaved. 

A: And shaved. Cut everything. And when that was finished, they took us and put us in the 

camp.  

Q: And when did they tattoo you? 

A: There, right in there. 
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Q: Show us your hand. Like this.  

A: In that. In Oswiecim. On that, on that _____ 

Q: And who did the tattooing?  

A: Germans. Germans. Germans. 

Q: It is Z 50 - 5200. 

A: 200.                                                                                                                              

Q: And were you afraid of the tattooing? 

A: Oh yes, It was painful. Daddy had to hold me when they did it. 

Q: And you were tattooed by Germans? Weren’t those prisoners?  

A: Germans. No, no, no. Germans.  

Q: And did they wear uniforms? 

A: Yeah. German. 

Q: And what did they give you? What clothes? 

A: Striped clothes, you know. 

Q: And you got underwear too? 

A: No.                                                                                                                                

Q: So tell me what you got? 

A: Nothing. Only the dress and clogs. No socks. No nothing. 

Q: Nothing for your head? 

A: No. Nothing.  

Q: No even a little bandanna? 

A: Not even that. 

Q: So what did the blocks look like inside?  
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A: Well, there were beds. 

Q: Beds? Simple? 

A: Yes. Wooden. 

Q: Or bunk beds? 

A: Yes, on top of each other. Three.  

Q: Right. And what did you cover with?  

A: Normal blankets.  

Q: And any mattress or pallets? 

A: Straw. There was straw. And planks/boards and straw.  

Q: And then what - - How did you sleep there? Were there any insects or you slept fine?  

A: Well, slept, the blankets we had. Put on the straw. No pillows, nothing. Just like that.  

Q: And you each had one bunk?  

A: Ja (German).  

Q: Yes or - -                                                                                                                               

A: We were with our parents. My Mum and Dad. And brothers.  

Q: And where did you stay? Down, in the middle or on top? 

A: On top, on the very top.  

Q: Was it better there or worse?  

A: It was the same, same everywhere.  

Q: And now tell me in detail, about the - - What was the food like. How much did you get?                      

A: Oh my god. It was a bowl, a metal bowl. With nettles, carrot and beet-root peels. All cut 

and mixed together, you know. 

Q: And how often did you get - - So that was beets? 
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A: Yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: And how often did you get it? 

A: Well - - They gave us the bread, right - -  

Q: How much?  

A: A thin slice.  

Q: Every day? 

A: No, every day we got the beets.  

Q: The beets every day? 

A: Yes.  Every day. 

Q: And anything for breakfast? 

A: Black coffee for breakfast.  

Q: And now tell me, when you wanted to wash, how did that work? 

A: There was water. There was.  

Q: Where was the water? 

A: Directly where we lived. In the camp.  

Q: In the camp, not in the block? 

A: Directly in the block. In the block.  

Q: And what did it look - -That was some - - 

A: That was - -  

Q: Bathroom? 

A: It was stone, long - -  

Q: A kind of a trough? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                                              
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Q: And only one tap or - -  

A: One, one, one.  

Q: And how many were you in the block? Approximately. 

A: I don’t remember any more.  

Q: Many or few? 

A: There were many people. There were - - 

Q: And how did you take turns when you washed?  

A: Well, everyone had their own bed. Right? There were the three beds, you see - - 

Q: And there weren’t no block with only water, taps and so on?  

A: Oh yeah, there were. There was one, then a block and another one.  

Q: So it was like a Waschraum (German). 

A: Yes, yes.  

Q: Well, and could you go there whenever you wanted to or? 

A: No. We had an hour and we had to sleep. And then, in the afternoon we went for a walk, 

outside. To the apel.   

Q: And how long did you have to stand there at the apel? 

A: Well, sometimes we were standing there until the morning.  

Q: Right.  

A: or until midnight. 

Q: And what was the weather like?  

A: Well. In winter it was cold. And in the summer it was OK - -, it was bearable.  

Q: And in the summer at night?  

A: The same.  
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Q: What was the same? 

A: We walked outside. In winter too. 

Q: And at nights it was warm too? 

A: No.                                                                                                                              

Q: And one more thing, I don’t like to talk about this but when you needed to go to the 

toilet, how did you - - 

A: We went alone.  

Q: And you could leave the block? 

A: Not outside. Everything was inside the camp we were. 

Q: In the block. 

A: Yes, in the block.  

Q: And there were no big  latrines?  

A: No.                                                                                                                              

Q: And there was someone attending these?  

A: No, nobody was attending. 

Q: and who was taking it out? 

A: There was another one, she came to clean and then they took it to the cesspit. They 

had a trough with two - - , you know. 

Q: Handles. 

A: Yes, yes, and they took it out.  

Q: Now then, who was in charge of the whole block? 

A: The Germans. 

Q: And was there any person in charge, a prisoner? 
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A: No.                                                                                                                              

Q: No - - 

A: That was an SS man.  

Q: Blockälteste (ph.)? 

A. Yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: And he was not a prisoner? 

A: No.                                                                                                                              

Q: And he had a German uniform?  

A: German.  

Q: And what was the - - Was there any Stubendienst (German)? 

A: That too. And that was all.  

Q: And that - - 

A: They distributed food.  

Q: And those were also Germans? 

A: Ja (German). 

Q: And the šuboni (ph.)? 

A: No. Not those. These were like, for example like my Aunt was there - - 

Q: Štublova (ph.).  

A: Ja (German). and she was distributing food. Right. Bread and stuff. 

Q: The beets. 

A: Yeah.                                                                                                                              

Q: And what about some - - Were there any kapos? 

A: Yes, there were.  
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Q: And who were the kapos? 

A: Those were Germans or  

Q: They had striped clothes or a uniform?  

A. Uniform. Uniform. Like SS men. 

Q: Well, and what do you remem - - remember from the Gypsy camp? Were there men 

and women and children together? 

A: Everything together. Everything.  

Q: In the block? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: On - - On one block? 

A: Yes, on one block.  

Q: Men, women and children.  

A: Yes. Separately.  

Q: So separately or together? 

A: No, they had their beds and we had our beds. 

Q: In one block. 

A: Yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: I see. So what do you remember? What was worst for you? 

A: The worst was the Appell. That was the worst. 

Q: And how long did you stand? 

A: Rather long. In the morning, at six, and then in the afternoon, at four.  

Q: OK, but how long did you have to stand there? 

A: Sometimes three hours, sometimes - - When someone was missing, we stood there 
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even till the morning. 

Q: And did it happen that someone was missing? 

A: Yes, yes. 

Q: And then they found them? 

A: No.                                                                                                                              

Q: And where did they go? Escaped?  

A: I don’t know. Don’t know. We were standing there so we knew that somebody was 

missing. They were counting us, how many we were, everything and  

Q: And when someone was missing, they punished you somehow? 

A: Not us. Not us.  

Q: Were there any punishments at all?  

A: There were no punishments and sometimes they killed. When someone was missing 

they killed them. My Daddy got killed.  

Q: So he can’t have been missing if they killed him.  

A: Well, they killed him. 

Q: And how did they kill him? 

A: He went to work, you know, and there, like everyone, he worked, but he was somehow 

weak so the SS man took a gun and shot him dead. And then they brought him to show 

us in the - - they brought him to the courtyard. That it was - -  it was my Dad.                                     

Q: And what was your Daddy doing there? 

A: Working. 

Q: What kind of work?  

A: They went to the quarry, or the cars, unloading bricks. This kind of stuff.   
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Q: And the printing house was outside the camp? 

A: Yes, yes.  

Q: And your Mum worked there too? 

A: She died right after she came there. She was there a month and then she died.  

Q: And how long was your father there before they killed him?  

A: How long? Three months.  

Q: And your brothers and you had to work too?  

A: They were there too, I remained alone.  

Q: Oh no. They had to work too? 

A: Yeah.                                                                                                                              

Q: And what did they do?  

A: They also went to - - To the forest - -  

Q: To the forest?  

A: To the forest, taking the turf and with a spade, and then with hands, firing it and then 

carrying it.  

Q: And where is there a forest? 

A: It was there, the forest. I went to work there. 

Q: So you went to work in Oswiecim? 

A: Yes.  

Q: And what kind of work were you doing? 

A: I used to go to unload cement from trains, sometimes, and to the forest, too. Cutting the 

turf and taking it somewhere else with our hands. _____ to the block. We stacked them 

there. By the porter’s. Where the porter was.  
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Q: Mrs. Holomková, when you went to work outside the camp, did you ever meet some 

Poles for example?  

A: No, no, no. 

Q: And did you, over the fence where you could see and hear, where there were other 

prisoners, did you have any contact with them?  

A: No.  

Q: You never talked? 

A: No, not at all. No.  

Q: And how was it amongst you. Did you help each other? Were you friends? 

A: When my parents were not alive, I was alone, wasn’t I.  

Q: There were your brothers, weren’t there?  

A: Brothers, they too. One was there for two months and they killed him. He was sick and 

they _____ killed him. And I remained alone. 

Q: Well, Mrs. Holomková, when your brothers were ill, they were put to - - to infirmary. 

A: To the - - the infirmary. 

Q: And so they died, or they were killed? 

A: They put him - - the kids, my brothers to the infirmary and we weren’t allowed in. And 

then they put him to the infirm - - infirmary and then he died or he was killed. I don’t 

know, I didn’t see him. 

Q: And did you have any friends there? 

A: This one here. Mrs. Heráková. 

Q: So you two were friends. 

A: Yes.                                                                                                                              
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Q: And she is your relative? 

A: Right. _____ 

Q: And you had no friends outside your family? 

A: No, no. Nobody.  

Q: And how was it otherwise? Did the prisoners steal each other’s bread because they 

were hungry?  

A: No. Only my uncle, he was married, with my aunt and he took bread from her, stealing 

and they killed him when he was doing it. They caught him.  

Q: Who?                                                                                                                              

A: The, SS men. The aunt told on him to the - - The Germans. And they threw him off the 

bed and he died on the spot. The beds were like _____ on top of each other. Otherwise 

I know nothing, honestly.  

Q: And wouldn’t it - - Didn’t the aunt regret that she had told on him?  

A: Well, she caused it. She kept telling on people. She is still living, though. I don’t know. 

Q: Mrs. Holomková, when did you hear about what was happening in the gas chambers 

there and in the crematoria? 

A: We went to work then, right? And we went to work nearby. And when the Jews were 

going in there, they were giving them towels, soap - - 

Q: And you saw that?  

A: Well, we could not see that but we knew where they were going then. We worked 

nearby. So we were saying they would never come out. They gave them soap and 

towels, like for a bath. And then turned on the gas and that was it.  

Q: And you could see - - You could see the crematorium? 
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A: Yes. We were right in the Oswiecim concentration camp and that was opposite, not far 

away. I went to work there.  

Q. And you could see the chimneys and smoke. 

A: Yeah. Everybody, and the smoke, everything.  

Q: And how long were you in Oswiecim? 

A: About a year. 

Q: And you’re saying that you came there in summer 1943 - - 

A: Yes, and - - Two and a half year. 

Q: Well, that doesn’t - - Are you sure?  

A: I don’t know.       

Q: Well, because you were in another camp, too. In another concentration camp. 

A: How come? In Ravensbrück. 

Q: I’m asking,  think how long you were in Birkenau, in Oswiecim? 

A: I don’t know how long. I was there for a long time. I don’t know.  

Q: You don’t know.  

A: No. I don’t know. 

Q: And how did you - - How did you hear that you were supposed to go to a transport? 

A: One Czech came, he was German but he spoke Czech.  

Q: So was he German or Czech.  

A: Czech. He came to tell us. That they would take us away from there and the mothers 

with babies that remained there would be cremated the night after. He came to tell us 

this. And then we went - - 

Q: Wait a minute, how did you respond to such news? 
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A: The German guy came to tell us.  

Q: The Czech German. 

A: Yes. He came to tell - - 

Q: So you were happy - - 

A: That we were going away, that we were not going to the gas chambers.  

Q: And what about the mothers with children and the older people? 

A: They said that they, the German said that they would be cremated. Put into a car and 

the gas chamber and - - 

Q: And how did they react? Cried, screamed or? 

A: Jesus.                                                                                                                              

Q: Or they put up with it? 

A: They came, the ones who had the children with them, the mothers - - The mothers were 

throwing the kids _____ from the car. So that____ 

Q: When - - But you were not there at that time?    

A: No. I was not there at that time.  

Q: So tell me only what you saw yourself. 

A: Only that. How they went to the gas chamber.  

Q. And now, how many did you leave the - - the camp to go to work? 

A: We were many. Mainly young ones, like me.  

Q: And how did they select you? 

A: They chose the young ones who could work. They young ones were then put - - 

Q: How were they selected?    

A: They chose - -  
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Q: You had to strip and then he was showing you or they were calling you out?  

A: They only said that it as for the work, that we go. 

Q: Did they call out the numbers? 

A: Yes, call - - Numbers.  

Q: So someone had a list? 

A: A list, no. 

Q: Schreiber? 

A: Yes.                                                                                                                              

Q: So on the ramp, there were - - tell us how you were put on the train, please. 

A: I have said that already, I can’t say any more.  

Q: So they put you on a train - - 

A: Put us on a train. 

Q: And did they give you any food? 

A: Mummy had all the food ready and they took us away.  

Q: Right.                                                                                                                              

A: By the cars.  

Q: So - - But, you have said your Mother was dead then. 

A: No. When we were leaving Uhorsky Brod - - 

Q: OK, OK, but when you were leaving Osw - - Auschwitz. 

A: Right.                                                                                                                              

Q: So your Mother wasn’t alive any more.  

A: No, she was not. She was dead. 

Q: And did they give you any food for the trip? The Germans? 
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A: Ja (German). 

Q: And what did they give you? 

A: Bread.                                                                                                                                

Q: And how many were you in the car? 

A: Many. We were very many there. 

Q: And you went into a sauna before too. 

A: Yeah. 

Q: To the bath?   

A: Yeah.  

Q: And you got the same clothes? 

A: The same. 

Q. So you took them off in the sauna and then put on again? 

A: Yeah.  

Q: And how long did the journey to Ravensbrück take? 

A: They took us away in the morning, at about six or five, I guess. Because the Germans 

were waiting for us, to put us in Oswiecim. 

Q: No. This was after Oswiecim.  

A: From Oswiecim. I don’t remember it any more.  

Q: And when you arrived in Ravensbrück, were there some prisoners already, some 

women prisoners? In Ravensbrück? 

A: Yeah, there were women too. 

Q: And what was it like there?  Was it better or worse than in Auschwitz? 

A: It was the same. It was the same like the concen - - Oswiecim, and the - - It was the 
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same, nothing was better.  

Q: And you still wore the striped clothes?  

A: Yes.  

Q: And you had your own block? 

A: Ja (German). We had one block and we were all there.  

Q: And were you in touch with the other women from the other blocks? 

A: No. I didn’t know anyone, didn’t meet anyone either.  

Q: And you went to work there? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: And what did you do? 

A: Trains. Cement, unloading cement. 

Q: That was hard wasn’t it? 

A: Well. What could I do? If I hadn’t done it, I would have gotten arrested.  

Q: And what about the food there? 

A: Same stuff as in Oswiecim camp. Nothing better, everything mixed together.  

Q: And was there en - - Was it bad then. Was there enough? 

A: A bowlful, a metal bowl, what can I say? 

Q: And how about - - When the war ended? 

A: Well that’s it.  

Q: How do you remember that? 

A: I’m telling you that then they took us to Ham - -  Ham - - Hamburg - - 

Q: But you said that that happened after the liberation. 

A: Of course.  
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Q: So who came to the camp then? Americans - - 

A: Americans, Americans. 

Q: And did they treat you? 

A: How. Fine. 

Q: Did they give you something to eat? 

A: Everything.  We were getting packs. 

Q: What? 

A: Packs.  

Q: Packs. Were you ever ill during your imprisonment? 

A: No I wasn’t.  

Q: So you were lucky. 

A: Well, I wasn’t ill. 

Q: And the Germans, did they escape or the Americans - - 

A: The Germans escaped. They left the kitchen there, we could take whatever we wanted. 

Food everything. So. Then they - - We had civilian clothes, so they took that from us, 

the SS women - - 

Q: You said that you wore the striped clothes.  

A: Of course. We did. But then, when we were going they gave us civilian clothes. And the 

SS women when they were running away they took our civilian clothes.  

Q: I see. They wanted to hide. 

A: Yes. 

Q: And they gave you their uniforms?  

A: Yes, they hid.  
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Q: But you took them. 

A: Ja (German). 

Q: And you weren’t afraid?  

A: No.  

Q: You were not afraid that you would be considered SS women? 

A: Those were only civilian clothes. They took them. The Czechs. _____ civilian clothes. 

Q: And you’re saying that the SS women took them from you. 

A: Yes, that’s it. They took them from us and gave us our normal clothes.  

Q: Yours, not the uniforms. 

A: No, no, no.  

Q: And did the Americans take you somewhere? 

A: To, to - - What is it called?  

Q: To Hamburg you said. 

A: Yes, to Hamburg, right. And I was there for about two months. 

Q: And where about were you there? 

A:  In that - - There were barracks, the Germans were cleaning there for us, we stayed in 

the barracks.  

Q: So it was a recovery stay? 

A: (no answer) 

Q: And when was Ravensbrück liberated? Do you know? Earlier than Prague? 

A: I don’t know. 

Q: You don’t know. 

A: I don’t know, I don’t.  
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Q: And when did you come back home? 

A: After that, after the war. 

Q: But you’re saying that you had been in Hamburg for two months.  

A: We were in Hamburg. Then they took us to Brno. By car. 

Q: From Hamburg to Brno? 

A: Yes, to Brno. We stayed at school there.  

Q: And where did you go afterwards? 

A: To Uhorský Brod. 

Q: And who did you have there? 

A: I had a brother there. Another one. The eldest one.  

Q: He was not in the concentration camp? 

A: He was, too. 

Q: But he had come back, right?  

A: Yeah.  

Q: And did you have anywhere to stay? 

A: We had such a, such a wooden house, so - - 

Q: You went back there. 

A: Yes. So I stayed with my brother. And then I got married.  

Q: And where did you work before you got married?  

A: In a farm. A cooperative.  

Q: A cooperative. And you - - And your brother too? 

A: Yeah.  

Q: And you made your living there.  
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A. I worked and they gave us some money. I was earning. 

Q: And did you find your things in the house? Or was it empty? 

A: No. Nothing. It was all empty. 

Q: Burgled.  

A: Everything empty.  

Q: So you furnished it again? 

A: Right.   
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