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My mame ism Phil Loeb. Todayfs date is July 29, @91,
IPm here to interview Herman Samet, who is a survivor of the
Mazgi Holocaust. I am doing this wunder fThe auspices of the
Holocaust Fesearch Collection at Florida Atlantic University.
The purpose aof this interview is to add to the oral history
of the Naxi Holocaust, so that through this liviog memorial,
future generations will know what bhappened. With this
Erowledge, we hopefully can prevent any reaccurrences in the
fribur e, OF, Herman, we are going o begin by talking about
the town from which you came.
Gy Tell me Tirst, where were you born and what was your
bivthday™
Ay T was bormn in which was My
birthday was March 7, = 0
Gha Dioes that bown bhave anobhey name™
Ay Slavish interpretation.
G Seographically in Cheokoslovakia, what part is it7
Mr ITf you describe Frague as bthe capital city, it¥'s the west
bovder, tobtally to the east near the Folish bovderv, in
Hungaria, not far from the Hungarian and Polish borders,
closer to the Folish boorvder. The o lossest Polish city was
Lemberg.
e Did yow grow wup in bhis oity?
H I did grow up there — I was a bteernager.
3 Approwimately, how many people lived in that oity?
A Ahout 1500 all together, with 600 Jewish families, I
would guess.
B Really, & large percentage of the population was Jewi sh.
It was really a town or village, rnobt a city.
P2} Thatts corvect.,
e Nivw, before the war, were there any particular
organizations that helped the Jews with their routine meeds,
for example, like Kehilla?
Ahis is a yepbatimdranselipt o QkEnavoRg lisnot theprimary Suepe, 8ad it Bpdot feep; eqakgdifey spelling raqayracy-

ang & Jewish dudge for Jewiskh purpos v we bacl o a bvighy




sohoml , we had a Yeshiva, which I went to.

G Whoy was the head of %E%m%&ﬁ%h%ﬁﬁo@DD vyl remember any o f
the namas? Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

i Fabbi Schreilser.

s Moow, how is it organdzeod?  How dio yvou bDedome a member
of the Kehilla?

i While T was a child and student growing up, my father
was a very -—-————you have to wnderstand the nature of Jewish
life was very much organized throwugh religion. My parents
were very religious people. They obeyved the Sabbath, went
twice a day to symagogus, obey the holidays, have sepavate
dishes for meat and dairy products, shared the food for the
sick. They believed in tzeodaksa as 2 basis of Jewish life. As
a matter of fact, my education, most of it, was Jewish in
Yeshiva.

Gy Was theve any political parties in your shtetl ™

A Very much so,

(e Coslel you clescvibe thaem?

e Yas. T remember I bhad cousins which were older, they

are not alive. Their politics was first and raligion second.
Thern there was Jabotinsky those days, 1t was not the
opovernment shamir. Tt was also communistic pariy. Germany
started to develop. You have to understand the poor people
with big families, wvery hugh, big fTamiliwes. T mysell came
from a family of 7 children. o, matwrally, as I oould
under st and more abowt political things, people van away bo
the border —— to Poland because arvest and they

started to say bto themsel f, you bvave bto Jump a bridge, catioh

a shraw and mave yourself.

fa So hhe Communisths wers pult dowve.

A Very much so. There was hanging.

R Whiy was doing the hanging?

A Iri my area, was oococupied when Dreck was broken up. The

Carpethians was brokern up by bthe Hungariams. The Hungarvians
accupied the countrvy in 1937.

Gan At that point oid they perseciuite the Jews? That was

under Admival Horty and. ...

A That?s vight. Morly was all right. &8s & matter of faol,

T maw him in Germany ather The war. Germans btook him away,

Lhey didn?t want Lo give him

e What did people do to make & living in youwr btown™

A Most of bthem storelkeepaers. My father was dealing with

lLumber. There was a big mill. the mame was BEislaw. Somenne

came fyom Englamd and wanted to know about hey parents. He

was a FHD. My fTather was selling to Switzerland for building

shipm. He was a sal @sman.

One sold shoes and another sold obther things.

BE] How many children were there in your immedi ate famil y?
A 3 boys and 4 givls,

G What wers the namss of voury brothaers and sisters”
A l.eah, Faul, Harlan, Edith, Tobin, Israel, lsaac.

fThis is a yprbatim, Irarggg\ptvqf squgln wprg. ltig et thpgnma[y\,;eurce and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.

s I was the Ird ohild, first boy. The givls came fivst.




H What were your pavents’ names?

3 Moshe and my mobther jwam Eddhd @hmm.org

" Ancl Wi er Gomét refershite@yishim g for further information about this collection

A My mother was born in the same place I was born. My
father was bovn in HBalekin a city of Sentef.

[ DRDid you speak Hungavian®

LH I smpoke @& little Hungarian., My falthery spoke 16, and my
mobher spoke it

(s Niow, wou haco 600 Tami lies. This was nice size Jewlsh
community.  What did they do for recreation?

A Moot Bowd much. The haod movies thalt were very selodom
active. It was a Chassidish life. From Friday nite to
Satwrday mnight, it was all spirvitual. Men wers by themself
and women were by themsel f. The Jewish girls by themselves
and the Jewish boys by bthemselves. Other s who didn?t obew
the rules of theiv parents, they felt that they were being
demivalized. The young kids Like me liked to play sooder,
started to swim. Little caweenuanvannounnanunnnnns

)y What oid the Egyptians say 9,000 yvears ago?  Youbth are

going backwards.

s What scheools did you athend?

&y Crech - at 3 yvres old started Hebrew school.

£ Howe far odid you go?

faH I went to the 6th grade.

2] Dicd the war inter fers with youor studies™

Ax That's rvight.

M3 Ho you were in the siasth grade when the war developed.
A That'’s correct.

Cha Doowou remember  any imncicents of anti -semitism that
happened to you or your family, o your friends before 19397
Az Yes. When the Hungarians came

in, the Ukrainiarns took over and they inmediately destroyed
oLy Pranse. The people who lived vwight their - ouwr mel ghbors
~-—lived Tfor generations there. Tremendous hatreds from those
peaplea.  What @ beating I got. We went out on the sty eet ——
it was such & swprise, that we couldn?t go out at night by
our sel ves. We wenl out 4 ooy 5B oofolock in the winbers.

(s S oyou staved in the house and you were broken into.

fAe MNinwe we want o talk abouwt the time hhat Hitler was on
the way up, but not yet on top, before the war oams to your
conintry. Before the bown was ocoupied. Dicd you bear what was
going on o with Germany™

A Y,

G What did you hear?

& I heard that we lhad war and as childven, we ware btalking
that we would have to enlist in the army and we'd have to
Learn bto shoot, because bhhe Gevmans wers very goood and we
would have to be betber, berause we were a small counbey ——12
millioe in those davs.

G S ovou were planning on fighting the Sermans?

2% Fighting the Germans, yea, bogebher with our oousins and
some old Crech soldiers. We’d all go out there and fight. We
LB NG franscrint Rl:2Rokqn werd: LR Rpt the RiMaY PQWog, anddiihas aot prgh chgeked for §pglling or accuracy.
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Sokol was the ovgamization. . eewen veswuoswan s

Life was very havd, bul waphdmstonshshhm@gy many was preparing
for war  ancl weCohtaokreferenee @ushmbn:brghiar fuhetinforrfiatian-abioutttthisicollSiedion 211 ¢ «

(B Mow, as Hitler started to get more power ful, were there '

any changes in youwr Little fHown? '

M Yews. Feople wused to run away from Gevmany and wsed to

tell horrible storid es. i

Gz When they came to your bown? !
8 Yes, We didn’t believe Them becawse bthe Gevman p ‘

as my fabher used to say were very cultured and ocivilized !

human bheings ancl wouldd nevey do such & thing. The things Lhey :

were telling us were abswd. They warned us. No, 1t's not {

possible. Ger mary Wwill never do suwch & fThing. So many i

doctors, so omany professional s. Why should they do that?

Jews always Lived good. |

2: S onobody in oyour family tried to leave al that time. :
i Mo We wersn®t even hallking abowt ib.

fle Was vouy town ever oocupied by the Russians during the

War'?

i No.
Che Movw let?s talk about wihen the Mazis came in. Before the
ghetts started. Now, what happened in wou ftown between the
tTime the war started and the oocupation™ How long odicd it take
for bhe Mazi upation to get into you® i
M The minube bhe sastern Tront opened up, thaere wasn j
already then, the transfer over the road, because they had a
gend Lime of ocommunid cation thvough wus - ot the bhest ong—-
cewenwWith the trains. The tranmsports they had was a good
one, @wo bhey made a big problen for ws. The mulish party,
they started to contyol, so bThey took away..o.....btotally
desty oved ws. A Jew had to wear a mtar.
{2z Thats before the oooupation?
P Sure, sSure, sure. Theyw took over From Horvty's parby,
they took over bthe neWwspapeys. Jewish people couldn®i own
things, supplies. Took away theiv vights For existernce. The
children couldnt go to school. &s a matter of fact, we used |
Lo go to o oa Jewish school . They bheal up the beacher, so she |
wan laid up the whole season. He couldn®t go on his legs. ;
s a mabtter of fact, he died in Fast New Yarls. They :
oppressed in such a way that you fellh by the air in every
step of wouy Life. A& child couldn*t go mo where, If there
was a holiday for ths Cheistian children, they wused to bheat
the hell out of us.
fda Were ol awars of this feslirmg of Lhe Humgarians befors
the war™ ;
& Mo, They were Lovely people. 5o bsfore tThe war, the i
Hungarians changed. HMitler’s propaganda wenlt so well in the i
Christian world that it shoocked my mind alveadsy then. I usedd
Lo play with soocer plavers, but rnobody would play with me. I
to ogo ooul in the evenings. Who ocould stay hone, there

am o electvicity, no culbural #2237 1 wasn’b sure with my
1ife. If they caught a Jewish kid or Jewish man, tThey woulad
1sTRis is a ygrhatingtranseript-pf gpokenfward; Ikis not thejparaary, ggurce, and,it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
BH PDich yooa s@very get oaught ™




i Sure. There wasn’t a kid staying home. This T got from
the Lizechs. The Crechs %&W@M&mmﬁﬂﬁﬁmE@Hh Children from the j
sohools - T heontud: reteferce @listryim. srgdrkulthdriafgrnation abbubthis comsetionr all kinds :
oo f athletics, talents and prizes. i
Gy Now, was there a day when the Nazis actually marched
into youwr fown?

A Yean

MH Do oyou vememnber tbhat day?

LY I vemember the day but I don’t remember the date.

B Tell me, what did you see when bhey enterad your bown™
i 255 I wasn’t there when they marched in. When they
approached the front lines, they stopped theiv trains and
they brutalized us —— the people, rapes, they came down From
the front. 261 Yiou hawve bto wundsrstancd, going batl to the
first question, it came to my wmind that they took away, I ;
dontt know haow many . Thousands of Jews Trom #5264 ;
Carpathian Jews. The Hungarians and the Germans. They took

whole families.

G I heard about these massacres.

2 This was at the time, to answer your oguestion. Full
families, Jjust massacred.
Bl Did wvou know families?
S Ok sure, oh sure.
[y Moty was bhere any rvesistance from the non-Jewish
population in the town?
e @m. Much of Lhem resisted.
£z There was alsn Jewish resistance?
[ 81 NMon Jewish resmisbance;, as I krnow it thers wasn’il.,
In Tact, there were collaborators. It seems to me, thalt they i
werre looking for bheiv independlenc Thay wanted to have a
say — like for instance, the Falestinians now in Tslam
wanted to have bult krew they would mever acoomplish it, so
they 290  and the best bthey could gel power was to be with
FHE L s Sz that's 294
Ghe There was Jewish resistance.
Ao Y
[ Catnn wou giswe me smome exanples of what happened?
My They organized in groups bo run away to Fussia.
{2z Dicl some maks 147

4 e ., I may al

tell you fhat some of them becams big
officers in the Russian avny. SBome of them came here which
they went to the Dzech avmy HI303

e Wam there any organization in the Jewish community to
help bthemselves™

My Zionist organizabtions. But in those days, I mebt a family
whiich took themselves to Turkey, to Eumania, to Yugoslavia,
Turley ancd I mel them in lsrael whioch they disappeared and I
rever kinew how they. & few of them, couple dozens of them,

a couple of Tamilies.

Giu But they wers helped by the Zionist organizatbion to gel
out . In absolubte secrecy.

RK Yo dicln® o oget ool . And o your Tamdi ly didn®t get oul .

A his is a ygrhatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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M I wags - I wenlt to work, T told you before, I went to
wovk din lumbiering. 1 Waﬁmﬁﬁ%@mbmu%ﬁmW£rﬁ lLmading wagons  and
sent them L ocsathct réferencemushinimorgifvn fuliieridermatisn:about thistoalieationt ey
accepbed me

Glu Didl they know wou were Jewish™

(e Yes., Bubt they liked me. Bult I worked and got on the
payyall. #3E7 I ad btws sisters anc they wenl to BHudapesth
and they started to learn trades, sewing shivts and stuff
like that and other olothing, dresses. They ave both aliwve
arnd #3321 and one is in New York.  The one who is in New York
ig totally ocraszy. Totally lost her mind. The one in

Harv isburgh has a daughter, a doctor, & psychiatvist. Hardly
you can Talk to her. &s & reslt of btheilr experience. Hivls
ot 1h worse. I saw a girl, girls in Auschwitz. Newver would
T Look at & givl din my Life. They werse 18, 19 vears old,
God, what they made of them! #34% with a cross in the back
was Fanging from her everybhing., Gob zohl ophset=n.

A2 Mow, let?s tallk about the ghebtbto. They moved yvou dinto a
ghetto,  How did you find oub that you had to go to o a ghebto?

1945, the whole
ot oy

A Early movning, the last day of

]

st s

belongings,

#3351 they et us :
: Just whalt we could carey and they took us
into the main synagogue and they searo s From top Lo
botbom #3596 they confiscated jewels and sveryvihing. They
Lok ws bo bhe oity #3588 there was a big factory there whevs
they put all the Jews. Some mf bthem they killed #2361 when
they vesisted.

B 8o you walked into that ghetto?

u Y e . There was slave 1abor.

s Mow, youw fold me the date. You went into the ghetto in

44, Do youw remember the season?

M April.  The last day of FPassover.

A Mow, who decdideod wheye wou would live and with whom.

My Mo, like animals.

Gha Whia made  the decisions?

M Noo decisions were made. We book the family in a corner.

fAa How marny vooms olid you have?

[ Nooovooms at all. It was Jjust & brick Tactory.
There was omly #3F6. Thare was & voaof, tThat? s
There was no walls W It was cold.

(A HWas Lh i

WA

re A guavd at the ghebto galbes?
M Yt The Humngarian gendarmes.

fas Whiy made the vules?  The Mungar i ans oo the Germans™

fa The Germarns. You see, when yvou want to bhe precise, you
cart unclers it was undery the Gsrman conbrol, It's mot
important who made them. It was the guy who told me what ta
giva That was a Hungari an. It was mobt o, ke got conbral from
somenre el se @ Berman. The GBevman political party - The
Geshapo approwved averytbhing.

2z Was there a Jjudenreich in the ghebto?

H M T owoulad®™t say & Judenval . Frobabl v, bhey made an
organization for the kitohen, I think that's what it was all

AHisis 8 verbatimptranseriptobspokan-wordi g9t the REmany poureay-aaa-ithasnahbeen checkedfor spelling or accuracy.

s Were there any obhery organiz:

tions in the ghetbo?



H R Pl

w i Mo, were there Jew htﬁ)‘?/cdl?éé&oﬁ&ushmm org

i Yas.,  Theotas &fbrencs@ustmnd rgfordithdd ifbringtion abdUnthiy cofebtiolm Look oul
the ringleaders, otherwisae the men who werae active bhefore, so
they btook them out, took them away from thely wives and their
chilodren. There was a building and they locksd them up there
arid watched them. #4132

(e Novw, oid anyomne give you kel from oubside the ghel o™
Jewish, or non-Jewish?

ény I heard after I ame home, there was someorne who hel ped
us a few times in the ghetlto. Which was btrue.

B} Do yow have Their mames?

s o I odon®t have a name because I didn®t know
peaple were. They oanoufl aged bthemsel ves with old
whern they went to the city, they took us to woark. :
#HA2E eto.  bhey wers told bthere were people with whom they
could run away, but they didn?t ftrusht them.

£ra Mow, werae thers organizations inside ths aghetbo?  Any
political organizations®™

>0

the
thes

& Mow  They would hang them and i1l them. Theaey bhad
gacel lent informers. It was very =asy bo get an informer.
When you ars hungry, your stomach males the ofecdsion. Hod
almighty.

Gle Digt they inform on youw for smomsething?
My I was onoce #H436 my father #437. They toolk kim out of
the houwse one Saburclay and bhrutvalized Mim. 1 kmow who i

WA . It was a school friend. He beoams a g arn aofficer.
And e openly tolad me. &t the smame time, the WAS O
heavy, they hung 12 people just for punishmoent

(s What olid they olo?

L2 They khung Them. They Just took then and brutalized Lhem.
Giz What did they do to be punished?™

A They wer s born Jewiski, Thatts all. They took them and
g them. I remember a neighbmr, David, his wifs and his
child, He was a shosmalker, very lovely psopls My heart
shtill breaks.

(] Mow, wers thers any atbempbs to esscape?
[ Vud" Sure theve were people which escaped. I was myself
456 . My aunt came to me crying, hev daughber was talen away
e 5 L Yo He was i 1ine and we all had numbers. MHe
died. He was with me in the canp.

s What were living conditions in the gheltto?

What kingd of food oid youw get?

(A% Whatever they could soramble uwup from bhe Jewish farmers.
Ard Lhey brought it in and this was the food onoce a day. They
cooked and they gave 1t to us. Onoce & day, we had food.

M What kind of slesping acoommodations oid you hawvae?

&g Mothing. On the floor.

s Yoy parsnts were with you?

My Yes., Everybody slept on the floor —— 3,4, 5 families.

(A You said therse was no heat?

M MNothing. MNobhing, whatsoever.

ms is a vesbatip tra_gg;fig&gf sggléﬂg y\(cprd, It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.

[ Water, we stoond on lineg for wabter all the btime.




G Wag there slectriciby?
(S Mo way. Mobhi ng, HQ%H&%Eabmummmo@

{3 Mo dial }O@htacﬁjéferé[hée@iakmmfbr@ fok férthér information about this collection ;
[AF There was a place where everybody went. youl couled oot :
the flies and the mosmguitoes.

nH Like a ditoch?

A Yea, a ditoh. Very unsanilary.

Gl Mow, 1f someons gob sick, was there an infivmary?

Az They hact .o 1711 fell wou & shory. Do oyvou know what s
mohochet 187

s A vitwal slaugh bereer.

Az Art olod man, They took him out of the houwsse.  They
couladn®t takse him with wus, he was so disabled, so when we
went by the station, they found this old man there. We
callad for a couple of youmg guys o help bring bdim, not bo
leave him by himself, s0 I went, & cousin of mine, o wWe
coulontt car vy S the idea was to btaks bthe mabtirwess of ¥ and [
caryvy him on the frame with the whole bed hogethesr. AL e a
carvied him, the police —— the gendarme——was hitting ws and j

sk ng Whiat do oyou want, the man is almosh gone? #4996
Just Liks thal.

IBH Mo, you were Working in the brick factory in The
ghetta?

L N Mobody was wovking theveo They stavted right away ta
Till out the gquotas for sl bE

B B they wer @ havimng sel ections.

e S oyow dida?t do any work.  How long was youwr family
abhle to remain togelher?  The whols time in bthe ghetta?

M It was a short btime., A& couple of w

s By this time, wou knew what the SGevmans were doing with
the Jews?

(2% Yea. We knew it but we oidn®t want to belisve. It7s
always good to blame somebody else. The elderly peopls, 1
think, I condemn Them, Tf they wouldan? t e smo much religious
Lthey wouldn®t vely so omuch on #5100 The picture would be !
entively different. Thers would have Deern more o Boatang .

Gz That?s been born oub be j wheaen bthe Wavrsaw ghetto,

whien the old people died off, the youmg people made the

vesistanoe

LY=o

i That i1s wery exwcel lent. I maver thought of that., #3186
AH They were bhe le

saders in bthe community and they hatdl the
vempent of hhe people and wou coulda’t defy Them.
o Yool wonldn®t disocbesy.  You were ruled oub.  H#HEZ0
What he smaid was ...
Ghe Were you in the ghebto until it closed?
fA Mo, Just before it closed.
o Mow, whern you left, what were you expecting? ;
b 57 ?
e Mow, when syou left the ghettbao, how oid they geb yvou outb.
[oF They book us to the station., I can®t vremember how we
wialked. Dicl we wall: o did they take ws with cars Moy, the
atation was not far, so we walked and they put us in the
WJhigjisamyerbatim transériptiotspalieryond dt-is-not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
Cha Hiow many left? Do youl remember




1 We newver counted.  They Jjust pushed ws dnto the wagoms.
- How long did the b iggokéibdEons.ushmm.org
A I dont t Centestidiersrice @bshmmidrg jorsurifier informigtion Acbutthisostsaton v -
s Was tTthe whole family with youl.
A Yez. They brubtalized my mother., There was fTwo guys by
egach wagon door who was shoving us ine To climb wup, we had to
step wp on other people. 52 they brutalized my mobher. #6435
Mo food, no water, babies oryving, people dying. You had voom
fonr just sittiomg odow.
(A Did they give you any food while on the trip?
g Mat at all, not at all.
s Wat e
IS} Mot @t all, not st all. One time, bhey stopped, I oon®ih
know why, they changed locomotives and then they let us oul
Lo enphby ourselwes oot . HEEA it was such a pity, noise
Fudman dignity,
B Digl you btake any personal possesmicons with you from the
Praetbo om this trip?

A Ferasonal clothes. Change olothes.

Ay Digh you Ltry to khide anyhhiong?
A M

e Dig you 1Leave anybhing b pd

s Yes. We had some things.

] Mow olid yous byy bo bhvides

A Didd up the Floor. We buried 1it.

BE Dich yor g back fo gel it™®

A Yes, I did. It was there. As a matter of fact, #5604
They mever Touwnd it. Thers was a Lot of wmaberial .. As @
matter of fact there iz still some stuff. My mother was a
very good knitter ano im those days, bthey used Lo make their
own tablecloths, #5689 all kinds of swealbers, HFH70 mpecially
i bhose places, T shill have hoday.

e Yoo already told me about wvour btrip to o camp, now were
going to btall abowt the camp itself. You were in Ausochwilbsz,
aricd Mow many moye CEMRPS Were you inT

M Aumckiwitys, Bivikenao and a couple of others. Then T gob
HE7E

So oyou are in 1,3,2, % camps altogelher . MNow call the
names oul of those camps for tThe record,
M T arrived in Auschwits, Birvkenaw, and I saw my mother.
favishnauw, 580
R Mow, sou arvvived Tirst in Ausohwl bz Dial woo vemsrmbey
the date you arvived?
A No datbes. I can’t remenbsr.
Qe How long were youw in the ghebtbto?

H Aboul: 5 or & weelss.
Gy S lelt ws say  two months. April, May, June. Yioul Lefh
the ghetto in June.
A O T rvemembar Lt was Shavaoth of *44. Euwactly!
Gy Now, when you got to suschwitz, your family was with
YL,
Bt That was the Last,

(s s @ varkaliy renscrjpt f spoken g, It s npl fne erimary soure, andL DA nof peeRenegied o spqlipg g accuracy.

car . what was wveur impvesstion and tell me whalt youl saw




#3 Tt

in Ausochwed e leave my mind — Lthis picture /

#EOS T krnew & ﬂu} whio fﬂmbmﬂhm&%mMm$H§ baclk and you®*ll still |
survive. He cbitsstweférence@ubhmiiforg tor furthbrinforita@dnidbotitenis Bblledkion ! it 4 le kids L
ware being killed. fa long stabtemsnt by him was completely 1
irnadilles T ostill suf fer froom hhis moment. c
Bk Dicl wow Erow you were in a death camp? :
i Yup. How olid T know? #6592 Somethiing abowt bthe smell ;
o i, I 5+111 smell the smell.  HE9E It was !
urthel ievable. Can®t desmovibe. !
(s Dict Merngele bulwnt yiou for Labor? {

i

|

& Y @mna

) 3 Yakt. Tha butbharflies inside you #7035 Onoce & day, they
let wus oub, until they starbted to send us to the camps. #71&
Everyw day, deaths. During the day
ol ubs .
BH In Auschwitz, before bhey Ehippﬂ' ol ho other oanps.
What was your daily routine 1ike® ;
Ay Like animals #7320 f
(s What kind of food did they give you®?
A By bhis btime any fooo was goool food. Evasry food was

wao They killed them with

good. #7350 dlong ssction inaudible)

~ | N . NN QUL | Lo I A | AV I I e m e see B

[ H [ DU R Y] l'l(.l b it [P R b ale LWal L LY Loirgs H

My As far as the food in Auschwitz, I Think abouk

it
Ga Yo wer en®h hungyy. Oiod bhey have a daily voll ocall® ;
£

S ]

i Mo ciicd they ooganizes that?

A Thalt was a brutal business. They had Fapos, they called
them, assishants H776

(e Where did it htake place?

Y Front of the barvaoclks. In dusmchwits, they dicd it before
the meal, in the aftarrnoon.,

You oidn® t hrave a2 moraing voll o oall?

Mo, From there on tThey fook tThe people to work in

attal tons. Thiey filled in with the people whoe cames from the
vanspovts., T owasm there a couple of days. They btook me away
o #7788 whre Toworkeod inoa coal

73

ST B

in wagons anod they took me
il e,
(s Wharn youl were in bhe second oanp were There selsctilons
there?
[t Yup. Now Seleastions oams #7941 and they sent them acls fto
Ber lkenall. 7
(2 Dich the prisonsrs Lry Yo khelp esach othser o avold belng
selenhed?

4 Moo CInmaudibl el =
(B Dicl your ever hawve thm Lo gJust silt oand bhink?  Think of
thoughts that came to wouwr mind all ths £ime?
#i Yea. Thaere was a bime. There was very little hime as
we nad ho o worls steadily.  #BLL
() How marny hours a day did your work™ 3
oW T Lhink ten hours. #8159 f
R When yvou worked in the coal mines, did they have
facilities bo get bhe coal off of you?
AThis is a yerbigtim transgyipt-pf spakgn:werg. Itisnetdheprimary pouice, Andithesinat beep gheekkd:for spelling or accuracy.




B o owou remenber the names of your commancling of ficers
who were in charge? http://collections.ushmm.org

=¥ Ve .. a1Camaetreference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

(s Was he a kapo?

A He was an officer. fimawdib e #8482

e Do oyouw know whalt happened to them after the war?

A I hearc  #HBHEZ

3z Dicd yvou have any special Job?

Y Mo #8588 Whaen I owas in the mirnes, T never worlked
at loading the coals. #8887 There I worked with the master on
the trains. I mads the trains - the motors —— that pul led
was HETT

up the coal. That was all. #2276 His name
2 Wam he bad to you fhoo?

e M.  He gave me a break because he saicd he would Eill ro
fang

that’s enough For him.  #8BE  Ho T w
e dying oub day by day, day by dav.

Ay Was bthere anyone slse who helpeol yvou?

Az IR B

s Wera you @&bls o help anyone™

So he mail o
Tuwoky #8EE&  obhers we

meny e Jelss

Y

My

hacl a
I T4
17 T byought kim & piece
vl omiva,  1Togaot s v i}
I was in Auschwikz, I had a

T woyrked wifh this guy, T
Little et bring From ”m&dw1tﬁ,
Mome,  there | VogLy whio
o f my food. When L 2 in
piece of bread Tov

paiy of goool shoess ol my sho 315 Someons of Ter
a half a bread for the shoes, I divided the bread with all my
friends ; Thiis I did. #F21 I was siclk too, but he
Was worsh. Birkenaw is a little villag ot like
Aduschwits. Tt was 2 miles avay . HIEE

B} Were you ever hurd or injured?

2% WA

2 Digl anyomes haelp youw withe that”
M Mo, There is no help.  You cannot understand, there is
o help. You oot to s wvive. That? it

G Yo didn®t go bto the infivmary did you®

M M T owas working with a partner bo venove a beam #9684
I kad the lumber on my head and was almosh onomy knees. I
Melped my friend, by pubting it on him. #3272 I gob a
couple pounds of sugsar, a couple pounds of bread.
codlda ' hovun away. We had mowhere to run away.  HEE8% Lt v
A great thing to bury & Jew. #9293 We would have been glad To
e in The war with a rifle. I was in wartime. [ have a2 medal
of honoy from bhe Tsraeli govermment. With stripes. I &
versy good with live ammani £ion. Mowmlems, today Cheidstbians,
Chinese, Hudb - ars all hungry.  War is a part of us.  For
WHofs reason, Wwe have accspted, sven wevalul iond {

£

moael e

o and we
lLavia, thew fnuqht a war arnd when 1t
brmow fooy not s matber
=L oped. Tt

malke & WAT .
WAS Y

thaey can
il lios
s Ymu war  when you ars shooting a man 00 yvavds

AWAY , priok Y ey St But when you ba a haby and i1l a

Fhlﬁ:ﬁ yayverba{tlm franscring of 5 ,H,QDK‘?D pword. 4¢is nat the,primany source,and it has noiipeeq shecked fopgpelling or accuracy.

t Trag ang ws n W oan Iragi-




Pt Yoo e yvight. It was molt havd

Iy agq. http://collections.ushmm.org
B} But to i:bdftacueierénce@ushm,drg%ﬁdpfurfhe*rhrifbnﬁat«on about this collection
M To line & person up &
that they fall into the g ave
Gy Most of us are not ready for bhat,
Mow, T owant o know ssomsethi ng aboutd soury reaction b camp
euperiencas.  When you think back what was the most odifficwlt
of your exnperiences’
A e minwte whern T lost my Fami ly. ALY my relabtives
Heve they are and here they s : Vmu lived with thu
pvnp]_, vl Melpaed bhose | ] thiay =] o, they gave
Sy ke we n o In one "@coﬂd, I participated in a
e Herman consul ats. dn Mavoch oof D990, And he
ovganized by GThe J&wigh orgrani zatdon
LWy invited to sasth Gemanw afler
UHLILL“ We wamteo to see how bthe Germarn oonsulate
Justi fled su brutal ism by their.. T owant to parbicipates, I
want bt bhe a wiltnes England came o omy mind. Why dic

o agairist bhe

thaem s
= ot war .

MR

T

Fg Lo aned ;
clin bhiey ory so muich™
FoWihat happer b
Their hlle]LLy ard the
: oo s whern

oo

hat™ T tradd frisends isﬁ Fraal anay  why

wﬂy

afvaic

browhalit

..v_’,- u

Yy l'l'llr'll'

['n REPH)

l‘p
Wl rHnen

ML uhe
S A ]
to bhe Derman andd
anticipatiaon. S
ife tells me "youlve nolb
leep? "don®t wake me Wp.
G i this man. #1132 What
speaklng. He sald they
ze Tar that. Tl
Tittle brothevrs, walh1ﬂﬂ Franc tm hmﬂd" 1hwn lh~f
; Ay uest i ons?" . Matuval lyy T o bsld up omy bhanod and
Lold him about the time T broke my leg #lag" I in &
s wb & I knew T would be L I i Ty
Miwi bz, youl are vight, syou . thuy W
want  from wou nobhiogg oon ® can®t
i vuuu Will o

them. I
ay iy DLY g awlxmmul TooWL LD wown omw
i sbvoulo ot enlst. That's
The oonsmal Gen I sadid we musth
o Fowhern they wo L rTER
Lhedy lpvatal it Mo war o

"

himes, you gave us misery, death

i mg
id "ark

and  my

o vy m~th

sal

R W g 3 altes

Bvem M
what T want
Lat them i,
Mow wan wol
pryrotect W
alwavs Lo rememiier .

{0 T b

o b

: Whern wou I thiise Morvible
g e L e o f 1D§iﬂg youdy antive family , how oid yoou qn T
o Hovrible. T destvoyed my mind, my : :

learmer radio in Brussels. ... biow M[‘: T sy

}Thus{;s,q Verbatqmiqqmscrlpt@f wakem WQE;;I, Itisnet the priMEry:spuece, jard ithas ruqt,_been Bipeﬁk@d fﬁr,qpelllng or accuracy.
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2o, brobher,
O] Moy ola HOOLL

mhowld stay normal.  When yow Lose
Bl Ty BOmsone yol lovse htipe W&oll@bﬁohg usﬂmm brg :
feel? You mi Eﬁntabheserence@hshmmmgmmrwmnfohﬂrawn abou’bfhlsb&llec};ronll go bt the
prave .  H197 It is dimpossible thalt Tocan e mormal. That I
cart work whole days wibthout L. T love o work. I loved
my Job but Iohave to concentvate.  When §osaw pictures thatl I
couldn®t help my 1itt1& sister and my mmthwr, I leTh my
mozb ey ~-she Wa mine, bhalt was all T had T wouldn®t do
anything for them. Sh@ said "I haven't gobt any kids. ALL my
kids wers taken." T kicked bwo capn mern anod they brubally
beat me. I wanted to help my ¥ I was purely destroyed
mentally. I have to go Shrough !unv pages, again and
airt to understand them., It affects erbive 1ife. I was
hovn in Theokoslaowaki a. T have Lo mention this bTo you as you
rever asked me., I melt & givi from B Gevmany, from
&0 pel . I met her in Brussels in school theve. After the
war. We left to fight for Isvael. T af fered bo oome to
cla Fyom Ehe Pro cant churckh anc ey
tralia. 1 had come boo ochuvoh bo "

Qe s

ly
=,
EES
—_
a

say Jesus

wital aever . Towoul ol have 1oy
snsm b ppoy T cael b
skl oangd was 1 ceid oLip For Lwe 5,
z bovn there. Ther T ocame to ITsvasl, I hvd
and anothsy Litdtle givl im Haifa, From th
Amey ica and had a son herve. AL educated.
s Hove olid the FPryao tyy bo ogelt you o conver BT
e There was e He hid ouwr ochildren in
churol in I-.":!\-"US an ovphianage home. I was 20
was tThere & Lo wisith at the orphanage
Frome . The # A Fad no "x"ﬁry o prast .
fverything was brn i e Jewish i the H\ﬂhuﬁ 0]
hiome had mo dntsr " wank&d gon] :
moboal and Frnmes
Lo nl iy
uricler st
hiiych ..anr.! gi wer
by théllﬂwrh
wsbard I Lis.

if T litleed

ag ]l o

1 ucnk k

&

W

Was

Faymir Vily
MNow, were you W v

e dmesy o

camp Deing bombed?
Lo bomby, fov bhe Tird
G e W =] fov Joshoaa o come bo
bhharvs olown . viplosion from the bombs wers s
they warse not far away from us. T want o tell you
aEi v A&t the end of the wav, they svacuabsd ws. It
- e the same arvea around Breslaud. The Fussilar Wy g
pthiHG i omo we ooulda?t escape. As they book us of T bthe

put us in & line and marched. Thie German 55
mﬂrﬁhed s hwo at i3 55 gives me bhis 1ittle
valise Lo carry. and bher e zals Geyvmarn ancd T hsav
ariob ey BHer man gl B MeSHar Then bhey hear an explosion
Iﬂ'ﬁ 453, vp\rp‘qbrp }ﬁnﬁ:rlpt P ppokep Ptvord It tis nqj,pile prlmqtry §ourpe,[ang |1t hq§ (lOi- Qﬁynfchec}@qq folr, Well;qg-,qq accuracy.
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toxld him that was enough. I had to E“l wob ke obhers. He
saic carvy it a 1ittle logp@fbiectionduskiftély & wan’t, I7ve fallan,
T FngYy, TCbnta{ﬂkeﬁere;mge@ushrhmrdrg‘fbrlfuriherinfon:ﬂatlo‘n‘bbauithi% coiection=ay Lny bt
gave bhaclk the walil oz, ; v T heard an windion ancd T
bodies flying - pie LG . Someorie stepped on a
i 1d“ Then machineguarn Tl startecd and it lookso like
ab o all of ws. My life wasn®h bl omuch.
Thes coulad gelt my sugar. I met
arl,  Tkhalt o is your
1 oot & garli
grif
and 1T
where he
wiotlld oo
1 oame. ant anod he
Y uith The Army Ls pushing ahead an Tobtrink
CAFTTONE . FA80, We decided Ho hike for a while and
- We od ol it

wae ooulol eat.

RN

T
art s L

a oouple
thn

e
clurir

LWay

NIRRT Eatul

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.






