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SUMMARY 
 

Hans Braun was born in Hanover, Germany on June 3, 1923.  His family were German Sintis (a 
gypsy tribe). They had a small carnival and traveled around Germany during the summer and 
lived in Bernau in the winter. Nazi persecution started in 1939 and they had to wear a patch with 
the letter "Z". In 1941 Hans and his father were forced to work for the German army in the 
armament industry. Hans was suspected of sabotage after accidentally breaking a machine. To 
escape arrest by the Gestapo, he fled to his grandfather's home in Berlin. Pursued by the 
Gestapo, he went into hiding, first with friends in Berlin then with an uncle in Eger, and finally 
with Sintis in Luxemburg who gave him false papers. He was arrested and jailed when he 
returned home but escaped. Hans describes subsequent arrests and escapes-using disguises and 
false papers-in great detail. 
 
After his final capture he was put on a transport to Auschwitz with other Sinti families. He was 
put into the Birkenau Gypsy camp where he was reunited with his family. He describes 
conditions in the Gypsy camp, his work loading and unloading the dead at the crematorium, and 
his beatings by guards. One by one his entire family died of typhus and starvation. After he got 
typhus, he was experimented on in the hospital barracks. He describes how Dr. Mengele tortured 
children and used them for his medical experiments. 
 
Hans was sent to Flossenbürg Labor Camp where he was again beaten. He was on a death march 
with surviving inmates for four days and nights just before liberation. Hans and two other men 
escaped and hid in a village which was defended by the SS. They were liberated by the 
Americans. Hans lived in Germany after the war and emigrated to Canada in 1980. 

 
 

1Recorded at the 1985 American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors in Philadelphia, PA. 
2This interview was conducted in German and later orally translated by the interviewer, Hanna Silver. Additional 
written translation of the original German tape added by Edith Millman. 
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