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SUMMARY

Isadore Hollander, born 1920 in Paris, returned to Bendin (Bedzin), Poland with his
Polish parents and older sister in 1923. He describes in detail the pre-war Jewish
community. Following his father’s death and mother’s re-marriage, he lived, from ages
11 to 15, in an orphanage operated according to Janusz Korczak guidelines, which he
describes in detail. During this period, he joined a Zionist youth group. He mentions
growing antisemitism in Poland.

After September 1939, he ran from town to town, to avoid forced labor, until captured
and sent to work in a coal mine in Jaworzno near Krakow. He escaped to Russian-
occupied Poland, living in Lvov at the beginning of 1940. To avoid imprisonment for
“illegal” business, he registered for work in Russian. Assigned to Stalino coal mine in
the Donbas region, he escaped to Rovno and describes religious life there, winter, 1940-
June 1941. After the Rovno Ghetto was established, he escaped from slave labor with
help from former Polish soldiers. He lived with 10 other Jews in nearby forests until
1943, having minimal contact with Polish partisans, due to mutual suspicion. He later
served in the Polish Army. His eye-witness account of German-evacuated Majdanek and
detailed description of his life as a Polish soldier includes revenge he and other Jewish
soldiers took on Volkdeutsche Poles. At the end of the war, he returned to Bendin and
met his future wife. He details their escape from Poland and life in Deggendorf DP camp
in Bavaria. They emigrated to Philadelphia in 1947.

See also the interview with his wife, Anni Hollander.

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.
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