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SUMMARY 

 
Gerald Adler, born June 27, 1925 in Elmshorn, Germany, grew up in a middle-class Orthodox 
Jewish family. They moved to Berlin where he attended school until 1938. His father lost his job 
after Hitler came to power. Gerald talks about the effects of the Nuremberg laws on German 
Jews. During Kristallnacht his father was arrested and sent to Sachsenhausen. He was released 
after two months when his wife secured passage to Trinidad. 
 
Gerald worked on Hakhsharah farms near Hamburg from 1939 to 1941, when he rejoined his 
family in Berlin. He briefly mentions an aktion in Berlin in 1942 in which all the Jews were 
arrested at their work places. He explains how he was allowed to go home that night for some 
unknown reason. 
 
In 1943, after immigration to Trinidad was stopped, the family was deported to Theresienstadt. 
He credits his father’s record as a decorated World War I veteran for saving them from 
deportation to Poland. In August of 1943, Gerald was sent back to Wulkow, Germany in a labor 
detachment building barracks. He describes the increased brutality shown by the SS as the war 
was coming to a close and describes one incident of humanity shown to him by a lower-ranking 
officer when he injured his foot.   
 
He discusses his belief in the power of prayer and tells the story of how he and several other 
workers tried to figure out when Rosh Hashanah would be in order to observe Yom Kippur. On 
the day they observed Yom Kippur, they received an astonishing and unusually large lunch, 
which he kept until the evening. When he returned to the barracks prisoners were checked for 
food, but incredibly he was skipped and enjoyed his large portion of lunch as well as a dinner 
they received.  He returned to Theresienstadt in January 1945 where he was liberated on May 11, 
1945.  He emigrated to the United States May 21, 1946. 
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