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SUMMARY 
 

Moshe Moskowitz was born in 1922 in Lespitz-Baya, Romania to a merchant family that was 
traditional but not deeply religious.  He studied in a Jewish school, then in a vocational school.  
He planned to go to Palestine, joined a Zionist youth group and worked in an agricultural 
community.  After the German occupation, Jews were transferred from the villages to the large 
cities, and many were sent to forced labor camps.  His Zionist youth group became active in the 
resistance.  Moshe took on Aryan identity, as did others who had contact with Zionist emissaries 
in Constantinople and Switzerland. Emissaries from England and the U.S. often attended the 
resistance meetings. The diplomatic courier who carried letters from the resistance betrayed 
them, and those who were arrested were sent to camps in Transnistria. 
 
Moshe and his group smuggled children out of camps, gave them false identities, and set up 
cultural activities until they could be processed to go to Palestine on illegal immigration on ships.  
In 1944, British-trained parachutists from Palestine landed in Romania and Moshe’s Zionist 
group was among those who gave them identity papers, living quarters and maps to help them 
reach Bucharest.   They also helped German, American and English prisoners-of- war in Brasov 
with money, clothing and medicine.  After liberation, they rushed to the American and British     
zones to take Jewish prisoners out of the range of German bombings.  Moshe was in charge of 
the funds through the Landsmanshutey for such operations.  Groups who were involved in saving 
children maintained connections in Israel. Moshe emigrated to Israel post-war.   
 
 
 
 

1This interview was conducted in Israel.  
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