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JF: The plays that you saw, what language were they given in? 
WS: Mostly German. 
JF: German? 
WS: Mmm. 
JF: And the actors were people who... 
WS: No, they did have professional actors there.  They had also the emigrés. 
JF: People who had emigrated, who formed the company. 
WS: Yeah.  Yeah. 
JF: And what kinds of plays?  Were these classical plays, or were they plays 

with Jewish content? 
WS: Mmm, any kind of play.  Mostly it was on the lighter side, I would say.  

Plays, cabarets, and music.  They had an orchestra.  Was not really an orchestra, but they 
played together in orchestras.  And the musicians also had a good time.  Musicians were 
the most, most asked profession.  You see, in every harbors place, with the sailors coming 
in, with the bars, in Hong Kew every third shop was a bar.  And they want music.  And 
music and musicians were in the very, very great... 

JF: Demand? 
WS: Demand.  And they made always a good living, but it was very dangerous 

living. 
JF: Dangerous? 
WS: Yes. 
JF: Because of the area that they were living in? 
WS: No.  To work in that place.  You see, at that time in Hong Kew one-third 

of the bars was catering to the Japanese.  To the big Japanese.  You must know the 
Japanese, at least at that time when they were the victors.  And they cannot stand alcohol 
when they sniff it. 

JF: They can't stand... 
WS: Alcohol. 
JF: Alcohol.  Uh huh. 
WS: When they sniff it. 
JF: They don't know how to handle their alcohol. 
WS: No, they cannot sniff it.  When they sniff it, they are already drunk. 
JF: Mmm hmm. 
WS: And they drank, and they drank, you know every Japanese officer goes 

with a Samurai Schwert [sword], no? 
JF: The Samurai sword. 
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WS: Ya.  And I know.  We lived with lot of musicians.  I think there's only one 
left in the moment.  They told me all the stories about that.  When they get drunk they 
always, always shver so, ahh ehn hnn ehn [phonetic, possibly Japanese curse words]! 

JF: They would threaten them with their sword. 
WS: Yeah.  And many things happened then.  They are past.  A lot of people 

made their money with, but this is a very weak spot in the book.  He only stress it with 
three lines in the book. 

JF: What was a big spot? 
WS: The prostitution. 
JF: The prostitution?  Can you tell me about it? 
WS: I hate to do it, because this is a very black spot on this China immigration.  

I told you, I spent the best years of my life there.  And was no possibility to find a girl for 
marriage.  First of all, as in all colonization countries, there are always more males than 
females.  So the females are in very big demand.  And, of course, because of the urgent 
need for money, they went into the bars.  They made a lot of money there.  And that was 
a very weak point.  I have seen girls I knew from Berlin, really good families, how they 
came down in that bar. 

JF: Were these women there alone without their families?  Or had they, were 
the families... 

WS: I would say very few, in the moment I would, and then of course... 
JF: Wait.  Very few were with their families? 
WS: Very few were alone. 
JF: Very few were alone. 
WS: Very few.  I, I would say in a moment I didn't know any. 
JF: They all had their families there with them. 
WS: Yeah.  And the divorce rate... 
JF: And what, how did the families handle this? 
WS: Hmm? 
JF: How did the families handle this?  It must have been very difficult for 

them. 
WS: You mean with the daughters?  The women, the, the, men let go a spouse 

to... 
JF: The men would let their spouses, if they were hungry enough and poor 

enough. 
WS: I tell you, I wouldn't, I only will stress it.  He stresses only with, he stress 

it only in the way that he talks about the girls who went with this walking the streets.  He 
gives a figure on that.  I don't know if the figure is right or not.  This was a special kind 
of people, but I knew a lot of people where this really was a tragedy.  Because I have 
known that there was a young man.  He lived with me in that apartment, eh, apartment 
house.  I say in the body.   Now, and he, a very nice man from Berlin.  I had some 
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connection with him.  We were talking, and he said it was so.  He was there before, and 
his wife, with a child, a very little child, maybe two years old, the boy, and she was a 
beautiful woman.  They were married about two or three years.  She came later.  And she 
got wild.  She got real wild and went in a bar, and one day he came home.  He told me 
this it was still.  He came home, and I mean this room, you must think it was all very, 
very primitive as we lived there.  I would say 80% of the houses you didn't even have a 
WC [water closet, bathroom], mmm? 

JF: Mmm hmm. 
WS: There were no canalization. 
JF: There was no indoor plumbing. 
WS: No baths.  Well he came home, and there's someone; he finds his wife with 

a sailor there, with a Swedish sailor.  Not only that, the Swedish sailor beat him up!  So 
what he could do.  He knew already what the Frau, his wife, was doing, so he threw her 
out.  And then she came down, down, down.  And he, he resorted only to suicide. 

JF: He resorted to suicide. 
WS: It was terrible.  And that kind of cases were so [unclear].  Na, I will forget, 

but you cannot forget it.  Because when you have seen it, and the divorce rate was so 
high. 

JF: The divorce rate among the Jewish people was high? 
WS: Yeah.  I know that from my father.  My father had at least every week one. 
JF: This is after your parents came.  Now, at what point did your parents 

arrive?  What year was it that your parents... 
WS: In 1940. 
JF: They came in 1940.  So that when, by the time you moved back to Hong 

Kew they came? 
WS: They came later, yeah.  I was already in Hong Kew. 
JF: And your father was functioning as a rabbi? 
WS: Yeah, he was a [unclear].  He was in the middle of his seventies when he 

came, but he was working as a rabbi, I would say, nearly up to his death.  His pay was 
very, very little, of course.  I am [unclear] the worst thing was we had inflation.  I mean 
real inflation.  You don't know what this is, not inflation. 

JF: Now was he working for one of the synagogues? 
WS: Yeah. 
JF: Or was this... 
WS: Later they were all together in the so-called Jewish community. 
JF: So... 
WS: Then you had four rabbis. 
JF: And they were all under the auspices of the Jewish community council?  

The rab-, the synagogues?  You said they all came together. 
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WS: Yeah.  The immigrant synagogues.  Not with the other communities.  All, 
only the immigrant synagogues. 

JF: Oh, the synagogues of the immigrants... 
WS: Yeah. 
JF: Came under the... 
WS: And it was so, they had really only one synagogue.  This was in the 

Kadoorie Shul, school.  The Kadoories, they built a school, a beautiful school, and there 
was a kind of an auditorium, a meeting place for the synagogue.  That was used every 
Shabbos always as a synagogue. 

JF: This was only for the immigrants? 
WS: Only for the immigrants.  The whole school was for the immigrants. 
JF: So the Jewish immigrants during this time separated socially and then 

religiously from the rest of the community? 
WS: Yeah.  Yeah.  Yeah.  They had to. 
JF: They were no longer part of the religious community after a period? 
WS: No, they never were, they never were. 
JF: I thought you had said in the beginning that there was... 
WS: The, only, only in some cases. 
JF: Oh, I see.  Oh, I see. 
WS: He was dominant about the functioning of divorce and marriage, and so 

he was controlling that.  That was the only thing. 
JF: I see. 
WS: There were only a few, there were some, but I would say not more than 

twenty Jews who belonged to any of the other synagogues. 
JF: O.K. 
WS: The other belonged, and this was the most important synagogue, I would 

say, the only one.  The other synagogues were in the so-called "Heims" [homes] where 
the camps -- There were, oh let me think.  I forgot, I think seven camps. 

JF: So there was one large synagogue in Hong Kew. 
WS: Yeah. 
JF: For the refugee population. 
WS: Yeah.  And... 
JF: And then there were individual synagogues in the camps. 
WS: Yeah, but they belonged all together. 
JF: But they were all under the, uh... 
WS: Jewish community. 
JF: The Jewish... 
WS: And this was the... 
JF: The refugee Jewish community. 
WS: Refugees.  Yeah. 
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JF: So there was a t-, it sounds like there was a real separation then between 
the refugee community... 

WS: Yeah yeah. 
JF: And the native... 
WS: I will mean, I mean in that way with service and synagogues? 
JF: Uh huh. 
WS: Right.  But not in their ritual supervising I would say. 
JF: The, the, uh... 
WS: For instance, he... 
JF: Total supervisory responsibility. 
WS: What was kosher and not kosher the Rabbi Ashkenazi took care about this. 
JF: I see.  I see. 
WS: The people could go by that or not go.  That was not his business. 
JF: And your father worked for the synagogue, the large synagogue in the 

Hong Kew area? 
WS: Yeah.  There were a force of four.  Four rabbis. 
JF: Now, I'm, we were talking before, before we got into this area, about your 

father's reporting to you that there were many divorces during this time, that there were, 
he got several a week? 

WS: At least, I would say, an average one a week. 
JF: One a week.  And what do you think this was due to? 
WS: Hmm? 
JF: Why do you think there were this many divorces?  Do you have any idea? 
WS: This is also difficult to say.  People and marriages went up already on the 

ship.  [laughs] 
JF: The marriages on the ship started to break up? 
WS: Because, you see when, that need is part of the ma-, human nature.  People 

who were living all their lives in a quiet and comfortable environment, and all of a sudden 
they're out; they lose everything.  They lose all their senses.  I have seen it on my ship, 
on my own ship. 

JF: You mean their sense of morality? 
WS: Yeah, yeah.  They said, "Now we are free!" 
JF: I see. 
WS: They are free.  No more social behavior, no nothing, huh?  And then they 

get wild and on and on.  And there is one thing I have to say.  I'm also afraid to say, but 
this is a fact, that none of the marriages with Christian partners went broke.  I don't know 
one case. 

JF: Were these marriages where someone had converted? 
WS: Yeah.  Converted or not converted. 
JF: Mmm hmm.  But the intermarriages stayed together. 
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WS: They came after their husbands.  Their husband had to leave from the 
concentration camp.  There was a woman on my ship, who came with her son, a little boy 
at that time, on my ship.  And she told me her husband is from there, and this was one the 
best marriages.  And all these people didn't go in the bar. 

JF: These were women, Christian women... 
WS: Christian women. 
JF: Who had followed their husbands... 
WS: Mmm hmm. 
JF: To Shanghai. 
WS: And I can tell you I knew at least two or three dozen, and I don't know any 

marriage from that kind that broke and they were sometimes, the husband didn't have 
anything.  They were hungry.  They didn't go somewhere. 

JF: Are you saying... 
WS: Of course, I must tell you that some of that women got separate help from 

the Christian organizations. 
JF: In order to... 
WS: Yeah. 
JF: Live in Shanghai during that time? 
WS: That went, but it wasn't much, of course.  But it was a little help.  But I 

knew a lot of them, and in some broke up on the ship.  A young, I remember there was a 
couple, and my father, this one of his last marriages in Germany.  He had married that 
couple.  It was a young girl.  And she wasn't on my ship, but I heard that.  On the ship 
she went through with all the officers.  The first step her husband did was to go to a lawyer 
and get a divorce. 

JF: Were there marriages as well?  Were there many marriages? 
WS: Yeah. 
JF: There was still a population of young people or, that were interested in 

marrying? 
WS: There were children born also. 
JF: The young children who were born and growing up in that atmosphere 

who were interested in getting married... 
WS: No, where there were born they left Shanghai when they were eight, nine 

years old.  But of course, this was not all but generally, but also families with children 
broke up.  I don't know if they'd have broken up before under regular circumstances, but 
under that circumstances, I think, they just on that account. 

JF: Now you mentioned a school that was established.  This was at the behest 
of Kadoorie that you mentioned before.  This was an academic school for the children. 

WS: Yeah.  It was a regular school.  They learned there Chinese, English, 
German, and everything. 

JF: Were you aware of the yeshiva that was established there? 
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WS: The yeshivas were not established.  They also moved to Shanghai.  I think 
there were two.  Two or three I don't know.  Two at least.  They were in Japan.  In Japan. 

JF: The yeshivas were in Japan? 
WS: Yeah. 
JF: Not in Shanghai. 
WS: And they had to leave, because Hitler, you know Hitler was demanding 

some things from the Japanese during the war.  So they had to leave. 
JF: There had been two or three yeshivas there before. 
WS: Yeah.  They came from Japan to Shanghai.  And they were well-off, 

because they got a lot of money from the United States. 
JF: You mean the yeshivas moved from Japan to Shanghai at that point. 
WS: Yeah. 
JF: Was there not also a yeshiva from Lithuania that was established? 
WS: From where? 
JF: From Lithuania, that was established in Shanghai during those years? 
WS: During the war? 
JF: Mmm hmm. 
WS: I really don't know exactly from where they came to Shanghai–to Japan.  

That I really don't know.  But they came from some occupied territories and they had to 
leave before Hitler and came to Japan.  And then they have to come to, they were in 
Shanghai.7 

JF: And this helped you because American and other kinds of monies could 
be funded in through the yeshiva... 

WS: Mmm. 
JF: To the community. 
WS: To the yeshivas especially got a lot of money.  Later, during the war, there 

is a very complicated thing.  The Chinese were financing the, the big Chinese rich 
people... 

JF: Were financing the yeshivas? 
WS: No, the [unclear], the immigrants. 
JF: They were financing the immigrants. 
WS: Yeah.  You're wondering why. 
JF: Yes.  Can you tell me? 
WS: Well, they made a big business. 
JF: It was big business? 

                                                           
7The Mir Yeshiva, founded in 1815, was one of the most famous Jewish institutions of higher learning.  It 
was moved from Mir, part of Poland at the time of the outbreak of WWII to Vilna and later all 500 students 
escaped to Shanghai where they studied in the Beth Aharon Synagogue, provided by the Baghdad Jewish 
community. 
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WS: They had the guarantee, the unwritten guarantee, but they trusted them, 
the Chinese are the best businessmen in the world.  That they'll get their money back, 
capital and interest, from the United States after the war. 

JF: For financing the immigrants during the war. 
WS: And so they gave a lot of money.  Nobody knows how much.  And they 

got it back. 
JF: This is when the Americans could no longer get funds into Shanghai? 
WS: Right.  They could not transfer the money. 
JF: Yes.  So the Chinese did it for them with the guarantee that they would be 

able to collect later with interest. 
WS: And they were completely sure that the Japanese couldn't win the war. 
JF: The Chinese. 
WS: There was not one Chinese who was believing that the Japanese could win 

the war.  That's why they gave the money. 
JF: What other changes occurred once the war started?  In Shanghai? 
WS: It started in the night Pearl Harbor was.  I was [unclear], and most of the 

people were feeling that something was in the air because the whole military was gone.  
You know they had all military gone. 

JF: They moved all the Japanese military out of Shanghai? 
WS: No, no the Japanese.  The other people.  Americans, Chinese.  The 

American was the last one who left. 
JF: Uh huh. 
WS: This was the First Marine.  They were the last one that left, and the British 

had left already before, and the French, the French were staying, but the French at that 
time were kind of neutral.  You know, after, after, eh, what is that general, Pichon, the 
general who went to Hitler, the French general.  So the French were kind of neutral.  The 
Japanese didn't trust them, but they couldn't do anything because the French government 
went with Hitler.  Pétain. 

JF: Pétain, mmm hmm. 
WS: Pétain, under Pétain.  And as a token they left only the American as well 

as the British one cannon boat, this was it, you know Kanonen boote? 
JF: A cannon. 
WS: A gun boat. 
JF: One boat was left. 
WS: Each one. 
JF: Each... 
WS: And then... 
JF: Each government only left one boat. 
WS: As a token.  And on that night when that happened, this was on a Sunday, 

the Sunday, Sunday to Monday, that night, we awoke from a very big boom.  We lived 
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near the Whangpoo, the river.  And I knew exactly what’s doing.  I sprang out of the bed 
and threw on my pants and said, "That's the beginning of the war, this."  And there were 
not only two, two, or three shots were fired.  And the American have surrendered right 
away, without a shot.  But the British don't do that.  The British were going out, tried to 
go out, and the Japanese were following, so they exchanged some shots.  One people was 
killed, and that was that.  And the next day they took over everything.  The Japanese took 
over everything, the whole town.  Everything. 

JF: What happened?  What was it like when the Japanese took over? 
WS: Really, politically we didn't feel so much in the beginning.  It was only 

economically.  First of all, they took all the buses from the streets. 
JF: They removed the buses from the streets? 
WS: Yeah, because they were so poor that they started the war with nothing.  

They took everything over to Japan.  They took out the rails from the railways and from 
the, because they didn't have steel enough.  Everything they took.  The radiators from the 
houses they took out. 

JF: The what? 
WS: The radiators. 
JF: The radiators they took out.  To get the steel? 
WS: Not the steel, the radiators from the heating. 
JF: Yes.  To get the metal from them? 
WS: Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.  They didn't have anything. 
JF: Mmm hmm. 
WS: And they always had a big mouth, the Japanese. 
JF: What do you mean? 
WS: They had a big mouth, but they didn't have anything.  And I still don't 

know why they started the war. 
JF: Did it affect the ability to find work also?  The war? 
WS: Yeah, in a way, of course.  They closed down American businesses, 

American banks, the newspapers, and all these kind of, not only American, English, 
British, everything they closed down.  And people who were working there, well, lost 
their jobs. 

JF: Were you able to find work at all during those years? 
WS: It is difficult to say.  I have really not worked in that sense.  I was, of 

course, free-lancing.  What I could find.  Sometimes I worked as interpreter, I gave 
English lessons, I was a bookkeeper, sometimes I’m a teacher, and I, I was always short-
time jobs.  You have always to look for something.  My longest job this was as a book 
dealer.  And that I started during the war.  Just at that time I saw now I couldn't make 
anything else anymore.  So, and a friend of mine was in that business there.  I was dealing 
with, I knew something about books and book dealings, second-hand books.  That was a 
big, big business, when I would filled all the orders I had, I would get rich.  But this wasn't 
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the reason people will asking for, you couldn't get books.  From the war, nothing came 
in.  And there were a lot of people, the immigrants, who had brought, some people brought 
a whole library with them.  And they needed the money.  Everybody was living from that, 
what he was selling, huh?  By and by, everybody was selling, selling, selling.  Some 
people there had nothing.  And so I was selling under so-called foreigners who lived in 
the town, and they had money, especially the German.  The German was untouched by 
the Japanese because they were their allies, hmm?  And the Germans there, there were no 
Nazis, and I knew already a lot of them.  And one recommended me to another.  I made 
a kind of a living, but not much. 

JF: Was... 
WS: I would say from day to day. 
JF: What was the... 
WS: You couldn't make it on another basis, because tomorrow the money 

wasn't worth anything.  The inflation was going up, that something you don't know that 
kind of inflation.  I mean that's what I call inflation.  But when you got, let's say, twenty 
dollars at three o'clock and you came at eight o'clock, you could buy only a half of it and 
the next day it was nothing, so you had to live from day to day. 

JF: Was there any antisemitism that you experienced on the part of the 
Japanese or the Chinese? 

WS: Yeah, that's what that book say.  Read that book. 
JF: Did you experience anything? 
WS: No.  The Japanese wasn't nice to us, but it was not antisemitic.  That was, 

a, they knew we were not on their side.  They knew that.  I had known some Japanese, of 
course, this was very well-educated people.  One was the Kommerzattaché from the 
Botschaft [Embassy].  Uh, I think he is named in that book.  He was a very nice man and 
I came together with him many times.  I am thinking, this also never was clear, the general 
opinion was that the Japanese killed him because he was on the side of the Jews when the 
ghetto came.  And he had something, they told to use people, which he shouldn't have.  
The only thing I know, he was in one day after another, he was out of Shanghai, and I 
knew they ordered him back to Japan, eh, to Tokyo.  And then people said the order came 
to shoot him.  [unclear].  You must read this anyway.  It isn't quite as it is, but it gives 
you a picture.  You see the Japanese didn't know that I'm a Jew.  They'd never seen a Jew, 
and they couldn't distinguish a Jew from another white man.  So for the Japanese, we 
were white.  That is something he doesn't bring out. 

JF: So the Jews were just seen as more white people.  They were not... 
WS: We were white people.  The Japanese... [big construction noises in 

background; tape goes off then on.] 
JF: This is the end of the recording on tape three, side one. 
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