https://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

Interviewee: BRYAN, Roger Date: July 9, 1996
Interviewer: Natalie Packel
Audio tapes: 2 English Transcript: 1 vol. (unpaged) English
Audio Record #:  GC00077 Libr. Catlg. #: D 810.J4 G7 #107
Restrictions: None

SUMMARY

Roger Bryan, formerly Rudolf Britzmann, was born in Germany, June 14, 1921. His father, a
physician and a decorated German army veteran, was arrested on trumped up charges in the mid
1930s. He died in Moabit prison under suspicious circumstances. Roger briefly mentions his
school years, a few antisemitic experiences, and how his family coped after his father’s death.
He discusses his struggle to get out of Germany, and how he managed to emigrate to London,
England with help from both Jews and non-Jews in 1939 just before World War II started.

He worked in London until he was classified as an enemy alien, incarcerated, and deported to
Adelaide, Australia on the HMT Dunera. He describes terrible conditions on board,
mistreatment by British during the trip, the journey to a detention camp in Hay, New South
Wales, and how Australians treated the detainees. He talks about his jobs in the camp, and the
many activities and programs started by the prisoners.

He joined and served in the Pioneer Corps (a non-combatant unit of the British army) to get out
of the internment camp. He later served in the GHQ Second Echelon Prisoner of war section of
the British army in London and in camps for German prisoners of war in Louvain, Belgium, and
the former Neuengamme concentration camp. He was transferred to Nuremberg to work as an
interpreter/translator during the War crime trials.

After he left the service, he lived in Glasgow, Scotland with his wife, whom he married in 1943.
He started a family and a photography business. He came to the United States in 1953.
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