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SUMMARY 
 

Rachel Hochhauser, née Swerdlin, was born July 2, 1928 in Krzywice, Poland.  She was the only 
child of a religious family. Her grandfather was Rabbi and Shochet of the shtetl. Her 
grandmother and parents operated a general store.  She describes religious education and a 
comfortable life, pre WWII, and friendly relations with Polish and Russian neighbors until 
September 3, 1939. She details restrictive occupations under Russians and subsequent 
persecution by Germans and local collaborators in summer of 1941.  When her father was killed 
she went into hiding with her mother and other relatives after warnings from non-Jews, including 
the police Kommandant for whom she worked. 
 
The family hid on several farms from April, 1942 until 1944. They were protected for 20 months 
by a Catholic farmer’s wife, Anna Kobinska, with whom Rachel continued to correspond after 
the war.  When forced to move for the final time, they went into a partisan-occupied area.  She 
describes the privations of living in a swamp during the winter of 1943-44.  A log bunker built 
for them in the woods in exchange for 20 rubles of gold sheltered ten people until spring, 1944.  
The Russian Blitzkrieg and deserting Germans drove the group to return to their homes in 
Krzywice, where her family was welcomed home by neighbors. They adopted an orphan girl 
found in their house and moved westward to the DP camp at Foehrenwald.  Rachel describes her 
education there in an ORT school.  She immigrated to the United States in April, 1951.   
 

1Recorded at the 1985 American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors in Philadelphia, PA. 
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The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this summary which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.




