
Interviewee: FLOR, Samuel Date: March 3, 1981 
Interviewer: Marian Salkin   
    
Audio tapes: 1 English  Transcript: 1 vol. (unpaged) English 
Restrictions: None Libr. Catlg. #:  D 810.J4 G7  no. 7 
    
 

SUMMARY 
 

 
Samuel Flor1 was born in Czernowitz, Romania.  He talks about experiencing antisemitism, his 
education, and his career as a composer, musician, and a professor at the university in 
Czernowitz.  
 
He describes life in Czernowitz first under Russian and then under German occupation.  He 
explains why it was impossible to leave and how he and his wife, Gertrude tried to escape in 
June, 1941, but failed.  He was part of a brutal roundup of Jewish men, and had to bury Jewish 
men who were machine-gunned to death by Germans near the River Prut.  After being tormented 
by the Germans, the survivors, including Samuel Flor, returned home. 
 
In October, 1941 all Jews had to move into a ghetto until they were deported to the Ukraine 
under terrible conditions, including periodic whippings by both German and Romanian soldiers. 
He describes a particularly cruel incident involving Jews from Mogilev, a forced circular death 
march, and several atrocities committed by Ukrainian peasants. Mr. Flor worked as a slave 
laborer in a stone quarry in Ladesti on the Bugac and in Tulchin in a hospital. 
 
He relates a chilling vignette in which Sonderführer Fritz von Rohde explains why killing Jews 
is a service to humanity. 
 
As the Germans retreated Mr. and Mrs. Flor and about 66 other people hid in a hole they had dug 
previously for more than three days, until March 15, 1944. He describes how the 300 Jewish 
survivors tried to cope once the Russian army came, and his return to Czernowitz. His apartment 
had been nationalized so Mr. and Mrs. Flor joined the Czech army.   He explains how they got 
out of Prague, emigrated to Barranquilla, Colombia, (South America) and then to the United 
States where Mr. Flor continued his musical career. 
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1Mr. Flor does not give the year of his birth, but he was married in 1940.  
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