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DORA LANGSAM [1-1-1] 
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 DL - Dora Langsam1 [interviewee] 
 EM - Edith Millman [interviewer] 
 Date: November 30, 1994 

 
 

Tape one, side one: 
 
EM: This is Edith Millman interviewing with Mrs. Dora Langsam. Today is 

November 30th, 1994. This is tape one, side one. Mrs. Langsam, can you tell me when and 
where you were born? 

DL: I was born January the 1st, 1925, in Brzeziny, Poland. 
EM: Could you tell me where Brzeziny is? 
DL: Brzeziny is a little town near Lodz. 
EM: Could you tell me something about your family? How large was your 

family? What did your dad do? 
DL: My, the family was my father, mother, a sister, two brothers, then it’s me 

and another sister. We were five siblings. 
EM: Could you tell me what your father did for a living? 
DL: We had a, we were shoe manufacturers. We had a store, and we 

manufactured our own shoes. 
EM: Was it a religious house? 
DL: Yes, it was. Not strictly, but religious. 
EM: Could you tell me a little bit about your life before the war? 
DL: Just like a typical youngster. I just finished seventh grade of public school, 

which I believe it’s like here high school. And I went to Bet Jacob. I went after school. I 
went to Bet Jacob. 

EM: Bet Jacob was a religious... 
DL: A religious school, yes. And just like a typical teenager, dancing and singing 

and living it well, which I understood, except the antisemitism was strong, which I 
understood already that this country is not good for Jews. 

EM: In what way did you experience antisemitism? 
DL: One morning, we wake up and in our front door of the store was all kind of 

signs, “Don’t Buy By The Jews, The Jews Are Your Enemies.” And on top of our name 
from the store it was somebody’s sign of a store that sold tref, pig... 

EM: Pigs? 
DL: Pigs, and kielbasi and so. It was, they put on on our front door. 
EM: The door. I assume that your house was a kosher house? 
DL: Yes, yes. 

                                                           
1née Bursztein. 
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EM: Your mother kept kosher. 
DL: Yes. 
EM: Do you remember if your father went to synagogue regularly? 
DL: Yes, every Saturday. And in the morning he put on tefillin, and the tallit, 

and so did my brothers. 
EM: O.K. Did you belong to any Zionist organization or did any of your brothers 

or sisters belong to Zionist organizations? 
DL: I remember my brother, Moniek, he belonged to a Zionist organization. I 

wasn’t allowed because I was too young. They were very strict. My parents were very strict 
with us. But my father was a Zionist. He was in Israel till 19-, like ’20 he came back. He 
was there a long time. In fact he was fighting with Trumpeldor. 

EM: Trumpeldor. 
DL: Trumpeldor, yes. He was in the Legion and also got injured. 
EM: Oh, he was injured. Did any of your family serve in the Polish Army? 
DL: Yes, my brother Moniek. 
EM: Do you remember when he was called to the army? 
DL: No. I just remember he came back in a uniform, and he looked so gorgeous, 

so handsome. 
EM: Do you know how many Jews lived in Brzeziny? Approximately, was... 
DL: Fifteen for sure, fifteen thousand for sure. 
EM: And that would be what percentage of the whole population? Would you 

say it’s ten percent? 
DL: That’s from the city? 
EM: Yeah. 
DL: No, it was more than ten percent. It must be thirty-five percent. 
EM: O.K., about thirty-five percent. Were most Jews there Orthodox? 
DL: No. 
EM: No. Now, could you tell me what happened when the war broke out? How 

did it affect you, the first days of the war, in September of 1939? 
DL: We were still in the country. We were still... 
EM: You were on vacation? 
DL: On... 
EM: You say in the country. 
DL: We had my mother always rented, my parents always rented a room in the 

woods. It was called Siemieniczki. 
EM: Siemieniczki. 
DL: Niczki, yeah. This was like five miles behind the city. It was the woods. 

And we, for the summer we had there a room and we stayed there short[ly] before the 
holidays and we came back for the holidays. But that summer I remember it was the 30th 
of August. My mother came and to pick us up much earlier than we were supposed to come, 
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and she says, “It’s terrible things happening in the world and I want you all home, 
children.” And I was looking at my mother’s gray face, and I asked, “Why? What 
happened? What happened?” She told me that the war is going on. I said, “War? What can 
be so bad, the war?” But little did I know. 

EM: So you came back to Brzeziny. Do you remember when the Germans 
marched in and what happened? 

DL: They marched in on September, ‘39, came out the war. They must have 
marched in the second or the third day. 

EM: Did they immediately start persecution of the Jews? 
DL: Yes. First they bombed the city, which was a lot of casualties. 
EM: Right. 
DL: I remember a young boy, a little young boy they had, a bullet hit him in the 

head and a ear got teared off. 
EM: Got torn off. 
DL: This was the first shtick that I saw. And I was running out from the house, 

and I saw the bullets knocking against the stones in the yard. But I was running towards 
my father, because they were in a bigger building and we owned. And then right away they 
occupied. And if not they didn’t do the job, the Polaks, the Polish people do the job. They, 
right away they robbed us. 

EM: The Poles did? 
DL: The Poles, yes. They robbed us. 
EM: Now, tell me, were you allowed still to go to school after the Germans 

marched in? 
DL: No. 
EM: No. Were you confined into a ghetto? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: And that was almost immediately? Or do you remember when? 
DL: No. It wasn’t right away. It was maybe a few weeks or, I rather not say it 

for sure because I don’t remember. But it was very quick done that we were, we had to stay 
in one place. 

EM: Was your father allowed to continue to work in his store? 
DL: But we were robbed, so it was nothing to work anymore. 
EM: Oh, you made... 
DL: A little bit that we was, we were hiding some shoes that my father said, “My 

children will need some shoes.” So this is what it was. 
EM: Then the... 
DL: So we right away find out what hunger is too. 
EM: So you were robbed right in the beginning of that. 
DL: Right in the beginning, by the Polish people, from our Polish neighbors. 
EM: Now, were you obligated to wear an arm band, or a yellow star? 
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DL: Yes, a yellow star, from both sides, on the front and in the back. 
EM: The back, on the shoul-, near the shoulder. Could you tell me, when they 

started to organize the ghetto, was this in a specific part of the city that they, everybody 
had to move into? 

DL: Not so much in Brzeziny, not so much. Well, we remained at the same 
address. We remained. But I don’t remember too much from Brzeziny, because I remained 
in the same place. 

EM: You remained in this... 
DL: Yes. 
EM: Was... 
DL: But we were, we got a Sperre [curfew]. We’re not allowed to go out in the 

evening, so, when that twilight came. 
EM: Was the ghetto surrounded by a wall or by wires, or by... 
DL: Wires. 
EM: By wires. Were there guards stationed near the ghetto that wouldn’t allow 

you to go in and out? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: Do you remember if they were German guards? Polish guards? Or Jewish 

policemen? 
DL: It was Jewish policemens. 
EM: Was there a Judenrat established? A Jewish Council, do you remember? 
DL: I don’t remember. 
EM: Now, you, it was a rather large family. Did any of your brothers and sisters 

work? Were they able to get work? 
DL: No. 
EM: No? Did you have ration cards in the ghetto, for food? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: For food. 
DL: Yes, yes. 
EM: But you say that you learned very quickly what hunger was. 
DL: Right, because we didn’t got enough. 
EM: Oh, O.K. Now, how long did you stay in Brzeziny? 
DL: I believe from 1940 till ‘42. 
EM: Do you remember what, approximately what month it was in ‘42? 
DL: I remember we were called out in the middle of the street. Everybody has 

to leave the house. But what month it was, I don’t, I think it was maybe April or May. 
EM: O.K. Do you remember if the Germans came into the ghetto, if they would 

persecute the Jews in the ghetto? Or was it a matter of staying in the ghetto and just being 
hungry? Or they would... 
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DL: We were staying in the ghetto, and if we know that the patrol, the German 
patrol, is going through the streets, we were hiding. We were running away. 

EM: So, did they come in sometimes and beat the Jews or take people out for 
labor battalions? 

DL: One incident I’ll remember. They came in, it was an empty store, and they 
made jokes with my father. They told him to lay down on the floor, and one took out a 
revolver. So my brother, David, came in front and he begged them, “Shoot me! Don’t hurt 
my father!” So, they started to laugh, and they gave him, they hit him right in the stomach 
with the other side of the revolver. 

EM: What... 
DL: And he got very sick at night. Next day we had to take him to Lodz to a 

hospital, because we didn’t got a hospital there, or it was closed to the Jews. And he died 
at the age of 20. And this was David. 

EM: That was, David died because he was trying to protect your father? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: They didn’t do anything to your father after that? 
DL: No, no. They just telled him to lay down on the floor. And we were all 

looking at this. [tape off then on] 
EM: When you were in the ghetto, were you able to contact other relatives 

outside of the ghetto? Were you able, were you in touch with any of your family, your 
mother’s family or father’s family? 

DL: We were all in the ghetto. 
EM: You were all in Brzeziny. 
DL: Yeah. 
EM: O.K. Now, tell me about the time when they closed the ghetto and when 

they took everybody out to Lodz. 
DL: This was horrible, this. They gave us a short time that we have to get 

together and we have to leave the, Brzeziny. And truthfully I don’t remember with what 
kind of transportation we went to Lodz. 

EM: How far was it to Lodz? 
DL: Lodz was 21 miles from Brzeziny. 
EM: Was it miles or kilometers? 
DL: Kilometers. 
EM: Kilometers. 
DL: Kilometers. And, when, what I remember is they gave us a room, a small 

room. My sister, my oldest sister, was missing already because they took her away in 
Brzeziny. 

EM: O.K., could you tell me about that? 
DL: Yes. My sister was 22 years old. She was married, and she had a baby. And 

they took her away with the baby of eight days old. The baby’s name was Sarah. I 
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remember she walked out from the house and my father said, “Don’t look back. I can’t 
bear looking at you. Just look out.” My mother pleaded with her to give away the baby. So 
she said, “Instead of me giving away the baby, you give me away.” And she walked out 
with a eight day old baby. 

EM: Now this was in Brzeziny? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: Before you went to Lodz? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: Could you tell me, who gave the order? What was she told? Where was she 

going? You say that she was taken away. Who came to take her away? 
DL: The Germans. 
EM: How come? Whom did they take? 
DL: They gave a notice, exactly I cannot remember. I remember her walking 

out, and everybody was hysterical and in tears, and so was she. But the order came and 
they have, it has to be fulfilled. If not, it’s death to everybody. 

EM: So the order came for her to leave? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: And her husband also? 
DL: Her husband, I believe was taken away before. 
EM: Was taken away. 
DL: Yes. 
EM: So there were actions going on in Brzeziny? 
DL: Actions, yeah, all the time. Yes. 
EM: O.K., because we didn’t make that clear before. 
DL: Yes. 
EM: So they would come in and have an action... 
DL: Right. 
EM: And take people away. 
DL: Yes, yes. 
EM: Did you have any idea where these people were taken? 
DL: No. At that time, no. 
EM: You didn’t know about Auschwitz at that time? 
DL: No. 
EM: O.K. Were they telling you that they are taking these people out to work, or 

to a camp, to a labor camp? 
DL: I don’t remember. 
EM: But they, just they came, gave the order and were taken out. 
DL: They had to come to a meeting place, everybody. Because they had the list 

of everybody. 
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EM: So when they chased everybody into the Lodz Ghetto, were many people 
still left in Brzeziny? 

DL: I don’t know. 
EM: You don’t know. I mean, I don’t mean after you left, but you say there were 

about 15,000 people in Brzeziny? 
DL: Before the war. 
EM: Before the war. Now, approximately how many people were taken to Lodz? 
DL: I wouldn’t know. I don’t remember. 
EM: You don’t remember. 
DL: But can I go back a little bit... 
EM: Sure. 
DL: And tell an episode what I saw, what I witnessed? 
EM: Sure. 
DL: This was before Purim. They took together ten Jews. 
EM: That was in 1942? ‘41... 
DL: 19-... 
EM: Or ‘4-... 
DL: 19-, 1941 or ‘42, well a fact that every Purim they did the same thing. They 

took together ten Jews and they built a gallow. And they hanged ten Jews, ten innocent 
people they hanged every, before Purim. And they chased us out, all out in the market place 
that we should all witness. I remember staying with my mother, and my mother says, “Look 
down. Don’t look up. Look down.” And in spite of everything was a fire in me burning, I 
says, “No, I’m gonna look. If I live, I have to tell.” And they hanged ten innocent people. 

EM: Do you know if, was this men, or women... 
DL: Both. 
EM: Or was it together? 
DL: Together. 
EM: Both. 
DL: Both together. 
EM: Both. All right, now, you went to the Lodz Ghetto. 
DL: Yes. 
EM: You all stayed, how many people were still with you, in your family 

together? 
DL: It was my brother Moniek. It was my little sister Salah, me, my father, and 

mother. But the mother they took right away away. 
EM: In Lodz? 
DL: In Lodz. In Lodz. They made a Sperre, a big Sperre, and they took her away. 
EM: A Sperre you mean, a, that was like an action [raid], right? 
DL: An action, yes. And they took her away. I remember staying on the truck. 

She put down her finger on the mouth [weeping; tape off then on] 
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EM: We had to interrupt the interview. Mrs. Langsam was overcome by emotion 
remembering her mother. We’re going to continue in a few minutes. 

DL: My mother staying on the truck when she was taken away, she made a 
motion with her hand that I should not worry, and I should take care of my little sister, and 
of my father. She gave me a big chore in my life, until today I’m still doing it. She, and 
then she was taken away forever. Then my brother Moniek... 

EM: Could you, I would like to go back to the time when they took your Mom 
away. Did they come to the house to take her away? Or was she notified by, in some way 
that she has to go to a certain place to be taken away? Or did they capture her in the street? 
Do you remember? 

DL: Yes. They telled everybody should go down the street, in front of the house. 
And in fact she was a very religious person. She wouldn’t even eat what she was giving 
[given?] so she started to swell from the ankles up. And she was a good candidate for death, 
so they took her right away away from us. 

EM: So they examined everybody. 
DL: They... 
EM: They looked, well they looked... 
DL: They just looked... 
EM: Everybody... 
DL: At the faces, yes. 
EM: Right, right. All right, and now, they took your Mom away. What happened 

to your other brother? 
DL: My brother got TB and we hardly could get to him any medicine. In fact we 

didn’t got nothing. I remember when he was spitting with blood, and we couldn’t help 
nothing. Then it was again a selection and they took him away. And I got regards--he was 
a soldier--I got regards that he jumped down the train and he went into the woods with the 
partisans. But I can’t believe this, in the condition that he was, so weak, that he was able 
to do. But friends assure me that this was true. So I had to believe it. 

EM: Somebody that was on the transport, on the train... 
DL: Yes. 
EM: That saw him jump? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: You say he was in the uniform. Was, he was in the Polish Army? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: When did, did they take him when the war broke out? Did they take him to 

the army or was he at home at that time? Do you remember? 
DL: He came home when the war broke out, he came home. 
EM: When the war broke out he came home. 
DL: Yes. 
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EM: O.K., so they took your brother away in Lodz, and your mother. What was 
your father doing at that time? Was he able to work, and what were you doing? Were you... 

DL: Yes, my father was working in a, where they maked out something from 
leather, because he was... 

EM: Shoes? 
DL: Making, yeah, in shoe manufacturing. And I was working in the straw 

business, in straw factories, making boots for the soldiers from straw. 
EM: From straw? 
DL: From straw. 
EM: Yeah, that was insulating the boots or just... 
DL: Yes, yes, insulating the boots. And this was in Maryszyn, in Lodzer Ghetto, 

on Maryszyn. 
EM: What... 
DL: The factories were there placed in a place in the Lodzer Ghetto. It was called 

Maryszyn. 
EM: Maryszyn. 
DL: Yes. 
EM: Now, could you describe the Lodz Ghetto a little bit for me? Was it 

surrounded by a wall? Was it surrounded by wires? 
DL: Wires, wires, and police. And if there is hell on earth, this was the Lodzer 

Ghetto. They gave us a little room, and we were, at the time we were, when we came, my 
mother and brother were still there, but then when they left, my father, me and my sister 
was there. But it was hell. They, the bugs, and the insects were biting us alive. I remember 
I was sleeping on a table, because the bed bugs were flying around at night and biting till 
the blood came out. And hunger, without describing. 

EM: So there were, and there were many people? Was this an apartment that you 
lived in? A room in an apartment? And there were other people living in the apartment? 

DL: It was no apartments. Everybody got a room. 
EM: Oh. 
DL: If it was ten people or five people, they got a room. And this is how they 

had to manage. 
EM: Now, where did you work? Did you have to go to work? Was it far away to 

go to work? Or was it, was the place where you lived nearby, near the place of work? 
DL: It was quite far to walk, yes. 
EM: To walk. Did you get paid for your work? 
DL: I got paid with the money from the ghetto, which was called Rumkowski’s 

money. I got, but you hardly could buy something. And they gave out rations, you know. 
All our luck was when we came it was the end of the rations and hardly we could get 
something sometimes. 

EM: Were there soup kitchens in the ghetto, do you remember? 
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DL: Yeah, but you had to have a card for the soup kitchen, and we didn’t got it. 
EM: You didn’t get it. 
DL: No. 
EM: How many hours a day did you work, do you remember? 
DL: I don’t. 
EM: You don’t. You, but you went in the morning? 
DL: In the morning, came back at, in the evening. 
EM: Did you get anything to eat while you were working? 
DL: No, not at the working place, no. 
EM: No. Just when you came home then... 
DL: We got a... 
EM: When you came back. 
DL: We got a ration of a piece of bread. I don’t remember for how. From one, if 

it was every day or three days in a row. I don’t remember. I just know that the hunger was 
undescribable. 

EM: O.K. 
DL: And the cold. 
EM: And the cold. Do you, can you tell me something about Rumkowski? What 

did you know about him at the time and what was your attitude towards him? 
DL: I know that he was the King of the Ghetto, and he act like a king. I never 

saw him. Personally I never saw him. But people used to tell that he is not such a nice guy 
either. 

EM: O.K. Now, how long did you stay in, oh, first, did you have any schools in 
the ghetto? Do you remem-... 

DL: No. 
EM: No. 
DL: No. 
EM: So you didn’t go to school or anything like that. 
DL: No. 
EM: O.K. How long did you stay in the Lodz Ghetto? 
DL: From ‘42 till ‘44. 
EM: Till ‘44. One more thing. Were you aware of any smuggling that was going 

on, of food smuggling? Did any Poles come in to bring food in or... 
DL: I heard about it. I heard about it. But I never witnessed. 
EM: You never witnessed. 
DL: No. 
EM: You weren’t, you couldn’t get any. Now, when did they take you out of the 

ghetto? 
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DL: They took me out, it would be in July or August. I don’t exactly remember 
to the date, but they took us out. We had to, oh, also we had to meet in the market place 
and then we were pushed into trains and out we went. 

EM: Was this the liquidation of the ghetto? Or do you know if any people still 
stayed behind? 

DL: This was the beginning of the liquidation. And then we heard that this, that 
they left an amount of 600 people to clean up the ghetto. 

EM: So, an order was given everybody had to come to the market place? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: And you were taken into the trains. 
DL: Yes. 
EM: Were you told where you were going? 
DL: No. 
EM: They didn’t even try to tell you that you’re going to work somewhere else 

or if... 
DL: No. They pushed us in like cattle. 
EM: Do you remember if there was any resistance at that point, or talk about a 

resistance? 
DL: No. 
EM: Nothing. You don’t... 
DL: I don’t remember, and I think I was too much down that I did care. I didn’t 

care for nothing. 
EM: All right. Is there anything else you want to tell me about your life in the 

Lodz Ghetto? Any incidents that really stand out? 
DL: This was going on for two years, almost two years it was going on, and 

hunger and fear and cold and sicknesses and whatsnot. But I will go a little farther, on the 
train. 

EM: O.K. Now, they pushed you into the train. Your father and your sister were 
with you in the same wagon? 

DL: Yes. 
EM: O.K., now describe your train ride. 
DL: Then they pushed us in just like cattle. I don’t remember my father ever 

being sick. But in the train I remember exactly the corner on the left side, my father was 
sitting down, because he was too weak to stay, so he was sitting down. And he got so 
terrible sick at night, which I later understood maybe he had attack on gall bladder, was all, 
or liver, something. He was very, very sick. When we arrived to the place, which I didn’t 
even know where, they chased us down. And right away they took away my father. When 
they took him away, I was looking around, and I hold my little sister, which is four years 
younger than I am. And I said, “Where are they taking him?” I started to scream, “Where 
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are they taking my father!?” And somebody said, a smart one said, “Well, he’s gonna fly 
soon.” I didn’t relate nothing to that word. I only cared where is my father taken? 

EM: So you, they took you to Auschwitz? 
DL: Right. 
EM: Right? That was Auschwitz. 
DL: Yes, Auschwitz, yes. 
EM: And as soon as you got off the train, there was a selection? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: And you, at that point they took your father away? 
DL: My father. 
EM: Now, after they took your father away, what happened next? 
DL: The next happened that they took me and my sister to change our clothes 

and to cut our hair. It was such a heartbreaking thing looking at my little sister with her 
blonde, long curls.  And her
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Tape one, side two: 

 
EM: This is an interview with Mrs. Dora Langsam, it’s tape one, side two, Edith 

Millman interviewing.  
EM: Now, tell me about, all right, what happened next? They cut your hair off? 

And then they gave you uniforms? 
DL: Some kind of shmatas [rags]. They assigned us to the barracks. I didn’t 

really know where I went. I believe before we were staying near the chimney, which I 
didn’t know either, what it is. And that Czechish beast told us that... 

EM: What... 
DL: Pretty soon we’re gonna fly. 
EM: Well who was the Czechish beast? Was this... 
DL: She was... 
EM: A Kapo? 
DL: A Kapo. She was there, from Czechoslovakia. 
EM: Was she do you know was she a Jewish woman? 
DL: No, no, no. 
EM: She was a Czech. 
DL: Gentile, yes. And she was calling us by all the filthiest names that I can 

remember. And she said that pretty soon we’re all gonna fly. And I still didn’t know where 
I am, what’s happening here, and I didn’t pay attention to her. But then the next day they 
assigned us to barracks. And we were there every day calling to Appells, and snow, and in 
cold and hardly having something to eat. And they made selections. They made every day. 
And if somebody was missing it was too bad for us. We had to stay hours and hours till 
they found the person. 

EM: How long did you stay in Auschwitz? 
DL: It was approximately three weeks. But towards, when they were, one, this 

is a very step in my life, in Auschwitz. It was a selection. And they took away my [phone; 
tape off then on] 

EM: O.K., let’s continue. That was, yes. 
DL: It was a selection. And my sister, which was at that time 12 or 13 years old, 

she looks like eight she looked. And they, when the selection was going on they took her 
away. And they assured me that she will get milk, and she will be taken care. But in those 
few weeks I learned difference. I got very educated, and I know that it isn’t so what they’re 
saying. So they took her away, and my friends of my sisters, we was making a five together. 
But when they took away, somebody has to step forward to make the fifth. Now I looked 
at her; in my mind was, "If they take her away I will really not know from where I’m 
coming." And I was staying like, leaving my breath and my eyesight and my hearing, 
everything. In this moment my friend’s sister gave me a push and she gave a scream, “Go 
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grab her!” At that time the soldier, or the Unterscharführer [S.S. officer's rank] was going 
in front with two revolvers. And that Czechish beast was with him. When I grabbed my 
sister back to the line, a friend of mine stepped down to make the fifth. And in that split of 
the moment, that Czechish beast saw her, that I grabbed her, and she started to scream, 
"Herr Unterscharführer! Eine ist geflogen! Eine ist geflogen!" [One came out of line.] He 
turned around and took the two revolvers, came back to my space, and said he’s counting 
till five, if I, if, he’s counting to three. If I don’t step out, with my sister, he’s gonna shoot 
every fifth. And this was said and done, too... 

EM: And what... 
DL: But in my case, in that split of the moment came an air... 
EM: Air raid? 
DL: Air raid. And they start to whistle around, and they start to blow, and they 

took everybody from us and they pushed us in in the train. And this is the miracle, if I 
believed in miracles, that I have my sister. 

EM: So, just at the moment when he wanted you to get out, that’s when... 
DL: Yes. 
EM: That’s when the air raid started. 
DL: I felt that my body is turning, like a, like fifteen degrees, but my knees 

wouldn’t move. My knees wouldn’t move. And this is the moment that I had my sister 
because of the air raid. They pushed us into the train and we went off to Neukölln, to a 
working camp. 

EM: To a labor camp. 
DL: Labor camp. 
EM: So, how far was Neukölln from Auschwitz? Do you know? How long were 

you in the train? 
DL: I don’t remember. 
EM: And this was the whole group still from Brzeziny? Many, many people from 

Brzeziny that were with you? 
DL: No, no, no. 
EM: No? No. 
DL: No. They maybe sent them to different places, but I was the only one I think 

from, maybe a few more which I don’t remember. 
EM: So you and your sister went to Neukölln. 
DL: To Neukölln. 
EM: And tell me about Neukölln. 
DL: Well, this was an ammunition factory which is owned by Krupp. I believe 

the building belonged to America, because every day they were bombing it, not destroying 
the building but just bombing that we should be, that we should not be able to work, to 
continue with making ammunition. So the windows and the doors flew every day away. 
And... 
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EM: Of the factory? 
DL: It was a factory, yes. 
EM: Of the fac--where did you sleep? Where did you stay? 
DL: In barracks, not far from the factory. At least we got a meal there. There we 

got a meal. 
EM: O.K., so you say it was bombarded, but the factory was never destroyed? 
DL: There wasn’t, the building wasn’t destroyed, but they just assured that the 

working cannot go on because the windows and the doors blow away every day. 
EM: So what were you doing in the factory? Were you working there? 
DL: Yes. I made some kind of clocks, watches. I don’t know if it was for 

airplanes or something. They assigned us to one... 
EM: One job. 
DL: Job to do, and this what we were sitting day by day and nine, for nine 

months. 
EM: For nine months. How about your sister? 
DL: The same thing. She was always with me. 
EM: And she was also working. 
DL: Working, yes. 
EM: O.K. Now, when, you slept in the barracks? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: And when did you get fed? Did you get food in the factory or did you only 

get food in the barracks? 
DL: In the barracks. In the barracks. 
EM: But... 
DL: We got a meal, we got. And I believe we got bread, which was, it lasted till 

next day. 
EM: So you were, can you tell me were there non-Jews working in that factory 

or... 
DL: Yes. 
EM: Did you have contact with them? 
DL: Not really. 
EM: Did the non-Jews also live in barracks? 
DL: Yeah, in separate barracks. 
EM: In separate barracks. 
DL: The Jews lived separate and they lived separate. They were Russian, I 

believe, and they were from Hungary and there was Czechoslovakian. 
EM: So you had little contact with them, but do you have a feeling if they were 

friendly to the Jews or... 
DL: No. 
EM: No? 
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DL: No. Just opposite. 
EM: O.K. They, would they harass you in any way? 
DL: No. 
EM: Oh, no. They wouldn’t harass you. But... 
DL: We went our way. We went our way. 
EM: O.K., now how long were you in Neukölln? 
DL: Nine months. 
EM: And what happened later? 
DL: Later they, I believe when they heard that the war is coming to an end they 

sent us to Ravensbrück. Again, I believe we went by train, but I don’t remember. I just 
remember that we came to Ravensbrück. And again, assigned us to some kind of barracks. 
After a few days the Red Cross started to send us, or American Red Cross started to send 
us packages. And we received packages of food which... 

EM: That was in 1945. Do you rem-... 
DL: ‘45. 
EM: Do you remember what month it was? 
DL: It must have been beginning of, end of March or beginning of April, must 

have been. 
EM: O.K. 
DL: And, I remember, I received a package and my sister received a package. 

And it was going on a big fight. I wouldn’t allow her to eat anything except a piece of 
sugar, if that was sugar. The most was Speck [bacon], and colavd [phonetic]. 

EM: [unclear] You mean... 
DL: [unclear]. 
EM: Lard? You mean Speck, you mean lard? And... 
DL: Some bacon, bacon, some kind. And conserved meats. Also it must have 

been pig meat. And it was rice, a little bit of rice. That was minus cigarettes, the Germans 
took it out before. 

EM: So the Germans allowed you to get these packages? 
DL: It must have been, because the Red Cross intervened already, very hard with 

them. So anyhow, it was going on, the people was starving, just like I was. But I don’t 
know if I got smarter or common sense just telled me. I fighted with my sister. I wouldn’t 
allow her, not to eat anything, except a piece of sugar, if that was sugar. They had chocolate, 
cocoa. They had nothing for our stomachs, that our stomachs would tolerate. And sure 
enough, I was with my sister on the lower layer of the beds. 

EM: On the bunk. 
DL: On the bunk. And the girls took the packages up on their bunks. And in the 

morning was a big catastrophe. They got dysentery and typhus and they all kinds. And it 
was one day that we couldn’t even step out from there because it was... 

EM: They were throwing up? 
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DL: Throwing up, and dysenteria. 
EM: Dysentery. 
DL: And then I showed it to my sister, which she was young and she didn’t 

understood. She didn’t understood, so. 
EM: Understand. 
DL: Only my common sense taught me not to eat this, because it’s not good. If 

we lived that long, maybe we will be free too. 
EM: Well, were you still getting the ration cards? I mean, rations from the 

Germans like bread, at that time? Were they still feeding you, do you remember? 
DL: They must have give something out during the day, once a day they must 

have. [tape off then on] 
EM: All right, tell me what happened later. 
DL: Later, Folke Bernadotte came sometimes in April, beginning of April must 

have been, or maybe towards, in the middle of April. He came in and he said he’s getting 
out 500 Jewish women. But, instead of the 500 it was maybe 300, because 200 came in and 
they said that they are Jewish, and they were Gentile. And I know a lot of them from 
Poland, that weren’t so friendly with us. But, the first convoy went out. And I don’t 
remember exactly to the date, but I know it was in April, towards maybe more to the end. 
And they got bombed on the way. We heard that they got bombed on the way because the 
trucks, with ammunition, the German trucks went in right away in between the Red Cross 
buses with the girls and there was a big catastrophe. They got bombed, and a few, it was a 
few casualties it was. And I know that one girl who lost a leg. So, the next day he came in 
again, Folke Bernadotte, and on that convoy I was. And it was real, the 24th. We left the 
24th of April, we left the barracks. 

EM: You and your sister? 
DL: Me and my sister. And we went on buses, but we didn’t go at night. At night 

we were staying in the woods, sleeping over in the buses, and the next day we traveled to, 
across the border. We came to Denmark with the--the name of the city was Padborg. 

EM: Padborg? 
DL: Padborg. And there it was a the mayor from the city came over to the buses 

and they said, “If there is a young child, he would like to have the honor of taking her 
down.” And this was my sister. And he gave her a cone of ice cream. And they set the 
tables for us right on the [unclear]. But it was an order that we cannot eat the food that they 
prepared for us. So they gave us a lean, something lean, like oatmeal or farina, something 
light. And we were going on, on trains till Copenhagen. And from Copenhagen we were 
put on, on the King’s Boat, which I remember. It was a round dining room with glass. I 
never saw a tablecloth in my life. It was such a long time, and with silverware, beautiful. 
And they gave us a meal on the boat. And then we came to Malmö. And from Malmö they 
took us with buses to Lund--this was Sweden already--a university city. But they emptied 
out, this was the summer, they emptied out the universities and they put on for us to sleep, 
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on the floor. But first we went to the doctors. And then it was other tragedies with other 
people. They find out that they have TB or other kind of bad sicknesses, because we were 
all malnutrition. And the doctors, all kind of booths was there. One gave out underwear, 
one gave out a dress and a raincoat and a suitcase. And, but we went, and we were still 
naked, we went to a bath. They gave us a bath that I will not forget this all my life. The 
first time I was clean in so many years. And then we went all to the doctors. And, to see 
what was wrong, x-rays and--me and my sister, thank God, we walked out from the other 
side which we didn’t recognize each other because all of a sudden we were dressed and 
clean. And this is how we start in the quarantine in Sweden. 

EM: The quarantine in Sweden. 
DL: Yes, for four weeks. We were staying... 
EM: And that was in Lund? 
DL: This was, this was... 
EM: This was in Lund. 
DL: In Lund we were just for eight days. But then when they checked that 

everybody is all right, whoever was all right, we was shipped to Visingö. This was like an 
island. 

EM: What is it called? 
DL: Visingö. It’s in Sweden. 
EM: Visingö, O.K. 
DL: Visingö. Sö is an island. So, we were there for four weeks, and we were 

assigned to go to jobs. My sister went to school. I was eligible to go to school too, but I 
want to work. I wanted to be a nurse. So I was assigned to a hospital, which was a lung 
sickness, a... 

EM: Chronic disease? 
DL: Lung sicknesses. 
EM: Oh, oh, for lungs. 
DL: A sanitarium. 
EM: Lungs, oh, a sanatorium. 
DL: In a sanitarium, in Hageborg [phonetic]. This was not far from Falun. And 

at night I went to school for classes. And during the day I was working. And my sister was 
in school not far from me. She was in Toftabrun [phonetic]. 

EM: Toftabrun? 
DL: Toftabrun, yeah. It was a school for the people, for the newcomers, that they 

provided. Sweden was nice to us. They tried to do the best for us. And this is how I ended 
that beautiful vacation of six years--hell on earth. 

EM: So you were in Sweden, you were going to the sanatorium to work? 
DL: I lived in the sanatorium... 
EM: Oh, you lived there, too. You lived there. 
DL: Yes, yes. 
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EM: Did you get paid at the time? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: You got paid. 
DL: Yes, yes. 
EM: And the war was ended by that time, right? 
DL: The 8th of May we heard officially... 
EM: At that time were you in Sweden already? Or were you still in Denmark? 
DL: Yes, yes. We arrived in Sweden the 28th... 
EM: Of... 
DL: Of April. 
EM: April. 
DL: Of April. 
EM: Right. 
DL: Yeah, of April, yeah. And the war ended officially at the 8th of May. So we 

were in a quarantine and we were celebrating, whatever we could, that it’s the end. But 
then we looked around how lonely we were, and that so many, so few of us lived through, 
we started the Red Cross to write papers, to write letters, maybe there, maybe there, maybe 
somebody will be still alive. But, not in my case. 

EM: When there were only women taken out of Ravensbrück? Or were there any 
men taken out, too? 

DL: Only women, at that time, I know. 
EM: Now, how long did you stay in Sweden? 
DL: I was staying eight years. 
EM: Eight years. And can you tell me a little bit about your life in Sweden? Were 

you, did you get a degree? Did you graduate as a nurse? Or did you just continue to work 
in that hospital? 

DL: I continued to work until I met my husband. He couldn’t--he didn’t like the 
smell of the DDT from the sanitarium. So he begged me that I should quit. We got married, 
and I worked other places, in Falun. I worked and... 

EM: Falun? Do you know how to spell it? 
DL: F-A-L-U-N. 
EM: O.K., Falun. 
DL: Yes. It is in Dalarna, Sweden. 
EM: Dalarna. Is that... 
DL: Dalarna, yeah. Like the whole county around is Dalarna, and this was the 

little town in Sweden, a very famous little town. It was--people came to visit. 
EM: Oh. 
DL: And I got assigned to a room. Also, after the war it was very hard in Sweden 

to get apartments. So I got a room and I was working. My husband was working. And then 
my son came. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

The audiotaped interview is the primary source record for this transcript which was produced in partnership with Gratz College.



DORA LANGSAM [1-2-20] 

From the collection of the Gratz College Holocaust Oral History Archive 

EM: Tell me, was your husband also a survivor? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: How come he was in Sweden? When did he get there? 
DL: He--they asked him--in his labor camps towards the end, though he came 

after the war to Sweden--if he would like to go to Sweden. So he said, “Yes.” He signed 
himself in and they brought him to Sweden. 

EM: So, and where was he from, originally? From Poland? 
DL: From Poland, yes. Przemysl. 
EM: Oh, from Przemysl. Now, you got married in Sweden? 
DL: In Sweden, yes. 
EM: And your husband was working? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: And you were working? 
DL: And I was working, yeah. 
EM: And you were working. 
DL: Yeah. 
EM: What kind of job did you have at that time? 
DL: I got all kind of jobs there. I worked in a girdle factory. And then I worked 

in a restaurant. All kind of jobs, whatever was available. 
EM: And now, you stayed there several years? 
DL: Eight years. 
EM: Eight years. And your first child was born, or both children were born there? 
DL: Both children were born in Sweden, yes. One in ‘47, the last day of the year 

in ‘47, and my daughter in July the 6th, ‘49. 
EM: ‘49. And when did you come to the United States? 
DL: July the 6th, ‘53. 
EM: Why did you come to the United States? Did you get pap-, affidavits? 

Papers? Or did you ever consider going to Israel? What made you come to the United 
States? 

DL: My husband’s dream was to come to America. He said he would rather sleep 
in the streets and eat bread and coffee, he doesn’t ask for more, but he wants to be in a free 
country, especially when we had the children. And I want you to know, if I may, that this, 
that I was his second family. He lost a wife and two children in the war. They took them 
away. So, he says since he has another, God gave him another family, he wants to raise 
them in freedom. 

EM: So that’s when you came? 
DL: When we came, yeah. 
EM: Did you have any relatives in this country? 
DL: I had relatives, but they weren’t able to do for us nothing. The HIAS made 

us paper. 
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EM: They were, you got... 
DL: The Jewish organization made us paper. 
EM: HIAS, yes. And when you came here, you settled where? In Phila-... 
DL: We settled in Philadelphia, yes. 
EM: Now, can you tell me a little bit about your life in the United States? Your 

husband got a job? 
DL: Yes, yes. And we are people of, this, my husband and I was, we didn’t ask 

for a lot. We just want to have a place where to lay down our heads when we are very tired. 
And we had food on the table, so we didn’t need nothing. Through our experience that we 
experienced during the war, we were grateful for everything, and especial here in the States. 
The children went to school. My daughter was four years when we arrived. My son was 
five-and-a-half. We did everything for education. And I myself went to school, too, because 
when I came to America, I didn’t know, maybe I knew five words in English. But I know 
without the language I’m lost. So, I went first to school to learn. And at that time I had to 
turn back to God. Thank God that I had everything what I wished. 

EM: Did your sister come with you to the United States? 
DL: My sister was a story. Her husband went to the University of Stockholm to 

be an engineer. 
EM: Where did she meet, she met him in Sweden, too? 
DL: In Sweden, in sanitarium where I was working. He was sick. But he got 

better. And they got married and he went to learn, to be an engineer. And when I left in 
‘53, I was assured that she will follow me. I said, “We went a long way together, so let’s 
follow.” But, the future went a different way. When he finished school, she went into 
business right away. She is very bright and very beautiful. So she went into business, and 
they were very successful in business. So from one business was another business, and they 
are successful, so, but we promised to our parents that once a year we will be together. And 
this is how we stand. Once a year we are always together, for a month, or three weeks. 

EM: And how long did she stay in Sweden? 
DL: She’s still in Sweden. 
EM: Oh, she’s still in Sweden. 
DL: Yes, she’s still in Stockholm. 
EM: O.K. 
DL: In Sweden. 
EM: She is in Sweden. Her husband is also a survivor? 
DL: Yes. 
EM: O.K., because you had mentioned before about Israel, I forgot, you just go 

to Israel to meet her... 
DL: Right, right. Once a year I go to Israel to meet her, because she has a place 

in Israel. So we meet, sometimes we meet her even at the airport. We make out the dates 
together that we shouldn’t, we live together. 
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EM: Does she have children? 
DL: Yes. She has a son and three grandchildren. 
EM: O.K. Now you mentioned your children went to school here. They went to 

college? 
DL: My children? 
EM: Yes. 
DL: Yes, the best education that they could absorb they got. My son is an 

attorney, and my daughter is a hematology major, biology. She has degrees in it. 
EM: O.K., and now you have grandchildren? 
DL: I have five--one granddaughter, and four boys. 
EM: O.K., and that’s wonderful. Well, Mrs. Langsam, I want to thank you very 

much for letting me interview you. It, as you know, it’s very important for the future, for 
people to know what happened, and how it happened. And we’re going to finish unless you 
want to add something. 

DL: It doesn’t matter how I get upset or emotional, and how it hurts, but if I’m 
not gonna do it, who will? And we are up in years now. But this has to be a legacy for the 
whole world to know what the tyranny of Germans could do to another human being. Thank 
you. 

EM: Thank you very much. 
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