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This is the translation of a letter written by Ina Rothschild, translated by Hanna Silver.  

 
Ina  Rothschild 
44i E. Louden St. 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
 
To the Israelitische Kultersvereinigung Wuerttemberg. 

In answering your letter I want to describe the action as it remains in my memory. 

On November 1938 between 12 and 1 PM appeared in the dining room of the orphanage armed 
civilians and S. A. people armed with axes and heavy hammers and forced us, i.e., the children, 
teachers and my husband and myself under the calls ‘out with you!  Leave the house and gather 
behind the building at the compost pile.’  Part of the children escaped, the others were with us, 
guarded by the S. A. 

I personally did not know any of them but have in my memory a redhead and a hunchback. 

While part of the people did not participate and stayed in hallways and outside the house the 
others destroyed whatever they reached.  From the rooms of the teachers as well as our 
apartment they threw prayer books from the prayer room, Torah rolls, memory tablets onto a 
burning pyre. 

The crying children were threatened by one of these brutes they too will be burned there.  The 
Crime Police Cannstatt also can give information at this action.  Since after our expulsion order 
from Esslingen Seelberg Strasse 16, Salli Hirsch was several times questioned.   

From the room of the teachers, from our apartment and the prayer hall were stolen valuable 
objects like watches, clothing, etc. 

When we returned to the house at 4 PM, gas, water, electricity had been cut off.  Why I do not 
know. 

The gardener knew most of the workmen personally, he also knew Crime Commissioner Wagner 
who was especially mean to us after the action.   He surely knew of the plans against the 
orphanage and synagogue. 

On our way back we found teacher Fritz Samuel unconscious in the hallway, they had beaten 
him with bats from the gym room.  Teacher Jonas and my husband were mistreated because they 
did not give information about secret archives that should allegedly be existed. 
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We waded back through glass shards and torn books and were locked up with the children in one 
of the schoolrooms.  Then came the order that the children - there were 65 - to be taken away 
before nightfall. 

After long disputes one permitted my husband … 

[The letter ends in the middle of the sentence.] 
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