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Trudy Adler was born on November 17, 1911 in Tübingen, Germany. Trudy’s father owned a 
ladies’ wear business which was very successful until the Nazis came to power. Her mother was 
frequently sick. Trudy had one sibling, a brother, who became a doctor but left Germany in 
1936 since he could no longer practice in Germany. The family was not religious nor were they 
Zionists, but Trudy’s father did join B’nai B’rith, a fraternal organization, and attended meetings 
once a month in Stuttgart. Before 1933 Trudy said that she had a wonderful life and got along 
well with her gentile friends. 
Life changed for Trudy and her family in 1933. The family remained in Tübingen but gradually 
were restricted from tennis courts, theater, and other activities. Her father’s business gradually 
declined, and he had to sell it and their house to a gentile, probably in the S.S., who promised 
that as long as the family stayed in Germany, he would make sure that nothing happened to 
them. Trudy lost her gentile friends who now ignored her. Some of her Jewish friends discussed 
going to Palestine and two went, but she and her family still believed that they could survive in 
Germany. This changed after Kristallnacht. She and her husband – she was married in 1936 – 
decided to leave for the United States. They put their belongings in storage and were fortunate 
to be able to get them after they arrived in the United States. Her father was briefly jailed but 
never was sent to a concentration camp. He and his wife were able to leave Germany for the 
United States in 1940 but without money or their belongings. In Trudy’s family her mother’s 
siter and husband were killed by the Nazis. 
Trudy considers herself fortunate that she and her family were able to escape from Germany. 
But she was still bitter at what happened to European Jewry and did not want to return to visit 
Germany after the war despite several invitations. In 1959, however, she visited with her 
daughter and was well received. During this interview she argued that it was important to 
remember what happened to Jews during the Holocaust. When asked about the attitude of 
Jews in the United States she said that she was surprised at how long-standing German Jewish 
immigrants looked down on East European Jewish immigrants and how East European Jews 
resented German Jews. She said that we needed to recognize our commonalities. 
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