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SUMMARY 

 
Simon Aufschauer was born on February 15, 1915 in Żółkiew, Galicia, Poland (near 
Lvov/Lemberg).  His father died when he was 4 and at age 13 he was apprenticed to a furrier.  
He described the antisemitism of the Polish and Ukrainian schoolchildren of Lvov when he was 
growing up.  Simon belonged to Betar, a Jewish youth movement, and he and his brother worked 
to help their widowed mother.   
 
Simon was drafted into the Polish army in 1937 and fought briefly against the Germans when 
they invaded Poland in 1939. He was captured and then escaped from a detention camp by 
putting on civilian clothes. In Lvov, now under the Russians, Simon, worked as a furrier until 
being drafted into the Russian army, with his brother, on June 21, 1941.  When his brother was 
killed by the Germans Simon fled, and returned to his mother in Lvov.  After the German 
invasion of Lvov she was sent to Belzec, where she perished.   Simon describes the murder of 
2,000 Jews from the Lvov Ghetto in April, 1942.    
 
Simon was deported to several slave labor camps: to Janowska (Dec. 1941), to Plaszow (nr. 
Krakow in 1943), to Gross-Rosen (in 1944), and finally to Reichenbach where he was liberated 
by the Russians on, May 8, 1945.  He describes the horrific conditions in these slave labor 
camps: 12-18 hour days of slave labor, sickness, brutalities, crematoria (in Gross Rosen) and 
digging out dead bodies and burning them in order to erase evidence of the murders (in Plaszow, 
Krakow in 1943). He also describes attempts of the Jews to pray and fast for Yom Kippur at 
these places. 
 
Simon met his wife in a DP camp (May 1945) and they were married, August 12, 1945.  They 
were able to come to the United States soon after. He attributed his ability to survive to his 
experience as a furrier and to his youthful strength. Throughout his testimony is the pervasive 
recounting of antisemitism of the Poles and Ukrainians, even after the war. 
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